
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (EPIPHANY 4) 

 

A whole week has passed in our lives, but in our Gospel today we arrive at the 

point at which we left off last Sunday. It is as if time has slowed down, or the 

narrative has been waiting a whole week for us to catch up.  

This is the last Sunday in Epiphanytide, so what is revealed to us about Jesus as 

the Incarnate Word in today’s Gospel? how are we any better off today in 

knowing who Jesus really is, and in actually knowing him? Those in the 

synagogue at Nazareth saw only the man who had been a boy, working 

alongside his father Joseph. The answer lies not so much in what is read today, 

but what is assumed. We need to look back to Israel’s history to two key 

characters: Elijah and Elisha. The sign He gives them are episodes from their 

colorful careers of these two prophets; Jesus draws two stories. In each, the 

prophets bypass “many . . . in Israel” to bestow God’s blessings on non-Israelites 

who had faith that the prophets were men of God (see 1 Kings 17:1–16; 2 Kings 

5:1–14). “None . . . not one” in Israel was found deserving. This made the religious 

leaders furious, and sowed the seed for conflict throughout the remainder of 

his life and ministry. 

I said last week that St Luke’s gospel has an important focus on those who were 

not part of God’s former covenant via the Jewish religion and national identity. 

It is a gospel for the whole world. St Luke’s record of Jesus’ conversation with 

the Jews today takes that emphasis one step further, in that he claims he is acting 

like the two great prophets of Israel – Elijah and Elisha – who spoke for God 

both to the Jewish leaders, and acted for those outside of the faith, and those 

who in his life and time were marginalized and unrepresented. Today he quotes 

those episodes involving a gentile widow woman from Zarephath, and the 



leper – Na’aman the Syrian. The life of a widow was vulnerable and uncertain 

if her family did not ‘take her in’; the lives of lepers was miserable in the 

extreme. 

Just as was the case with both Elijah and Elisha, Jesus is sent to proclaim God’s 

gift of salvation—not exclusively to one nation or people, but to all who realize 

in faith that from the womb God alone is their hope, their rescuer, their “rock of 

refuge”, as we sing in today’s Psalm. 

Prophecies, St Paul tells us in today’s second reading, are partial and pass away 

“when the perfect comes”. In Jesus, the word of the prophets has been brought to 

perfection, revealed and fulfilled in those who have ‘ears to hear’, as He declares 

in today’s Gospel. This universality of the gospel is witnessed in the epiphany 

crib, where the lowly shepherds from Bethlehem – the town of David – stand 

alongside the wise, wealthy, and mysterious strangers from afar. 

St Paul today tells us today that the greatest of the spiritual gifts are faith, hope, 

and love. However, greater than the gifts of faith and hope, Jesus shows us by 

his life that LOVE is THE greatest gift, and urges us to love as He loved us - to 

love both God and our neighbour, as the one who formed us in the womb and 

destined us to hear His saving Word. We are known by God, and called by God, 

from the very first moment of our conception – like Jeremiah the prophet in the 

first reading: “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born 

I consecrated you”.  

Today’s ‘epiphany’ is the universality of God’s love. God’s love is the same if 

you are young or … not so young; male or female; in his day, slave or free; Jew 

or Gentile; sick or healthy; rich or poor; advantaged or disadvantaged. This is 



THE good news of how we know Him, and how we are known by Him. Thanks 

be to God. 



Jeremiah 1:4–5, 17–19 

Psalm 71:1–6, 15–17 

1 Corinthians 12:31–13:13 

Luke 4:21–30 

 

God’s words in today’s First Reading point us beyond Jeremiah to Jesus. Like 

Jeremiah, Jesus was consecrated in the womb and sent as a “prophet to the 

nations” (see Luke 1:31–33). Like the prophets before Him, Jesus too faces 

hostility. In today’s Gospel, the crowd in His hometown synagogue quickly 

turns on Him, apparently demanding a sign, some proof of divine origins—that 

He’s more than just “the son of Joseph.” 

The sign He gives them is that of the prophets Elijah and Elisha. From their 

colorful careers Jesus draws two stories. In each, the prophets bypass “many . . 

. in Israel” to bestow God’s blessings on non-Israelites who had faith that the 

prophets were men of God (see 1 Kings 17:1–16; 2 Kings 5:1–14). “None . . . not 

one” in Israel was found deserving, Jesus emphasizes. 

His point isn’t lost on His audience. They know He’s likening them to the 

“many . . . in Israel” in the days of the prophets. That’s why they try to shove 

Him off the cliff. As He promised to protect Jeremiah, the Lord delivers Jesus 

from those who would crush Him. 

And as were Elijah and Elisha, Jesus is sent to proclaim God’s gift of salvation—

not exclusively to one nation or people, but to all who realize in faith that from 

the womb God alone is their hope, their rescuer, their “rock of refuge,” as we 

sing in today’s Psalm. 



Prophecies, Paul tells us in today’s Epistle, are partial and pass away “when the 

perfect comes.” In Jesus, the word of the prophets has been brought to 

perfection, fulfilled in those who have ears to hear, as He declares in today’s 

Gospel.  

Greater than the gifts of faith and hope, Jesus shows us how to love as He 

loved—to love God as our Father, as the one who formed us in the womb and 

destined us to hear His saving Word. This is the salvation, the “mighty works 

of the Lord,” that we, like the psalmist, are thankful to proclaim daily in the 

Eucharist. 


