
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT – YEAR C 

 

I don’t know whether or not you have ever been called on to give bad news: 

perhaps to announce the death or extreme sickness of a relative; to tell your 

children that their favourite pet has gone to pet heaven, or to give the news that 

someone or some people no longer have a job. Giving bad news is tough, and it 

take tremendous courage to speak the words, even if for a time we become 

unpopular and bear the brunt of people’s anger. However, not all bad news is bad 

for us: perhaps as a doctor or dentist, vet or car mechanic, plumber or builder, you 

have had to give people news that will commit them to invasive treatment, 

prolonged discomfort, and sustained financial costs. However, such news – whilst 

hard to bear – is ultimately for our own good. To tell someone that they are sick, 

and to prescribe a cure; that part of their house needs rebuilding, or underpinning, 

so it may last for decades to come; that the car needs an engine overhaul and will 

be off the road for some time, is to help them move on from their present state. 

 

Today’s Advent candle symbolises those who, in the place of God, had to bring 

difficult and tough news. The prophets, such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Amos, spoke 

to the leaders and people of God that disaster was going to befall them: in the 

Northern kingdom of Samaria first, then in the Southern Kingdom of Judah, 

resulting in the destruction of the holy city of Jerusalem and the exile of her 

leading citizens. All this was brought about by God, because the people of God 

had turned away from him, ignored his laws, and adopted the religions and 

customs of their neighbours. They had lost the distinctive characteristic of being 

God’s chosen people. Having foretold this destruction and devastation the people 

of God had to learn once again what it meant to be in a covenant with God. As we 

hear in our first reading and Gospel today God promises - through his prophets – 



that good will come through these difficult and traumatic events. Whilst not 

ignoring the sins of his people, God leads them to a new Covenant – in and through 

the person of Jesus. 

 

This is what the Advent readings are all about: we recall God's saving deeds - in 

the history of Israel and in the coming of Jesus. Our remembrance is meant to stir 

our faith, to fill us with confidence that, as today's second reading puts it, "the One 

who began a good work in [us] will continue to complete it", until He comes again 

in glory. Each of us, the Liturgy teaches, is like Israel in her exile - led into 

captivity by our sinfulness, in need of restoration, and conversion by the Word of 

the Holy One (Baruch 5:5). The lessons of salvation history should teach us that, 

as God again and again delivered Israel, in His mercy He will free us from our 

attachments to sin if we turn to Him in repentance. What is true at a national level, 

is true also at a personal one, because God is a personal God: he has come to visit 

us in the divine person of Jesus. Each of us need to use this opportunity to reflect 

on our lives, and make a good confession of our sins. The history of Israel teaches 

us that God takes sin seriously, and so ought we. 

 

That is the message of John the Baptist, introduced in today's Gospel as the last of 

the great prophets (Jeremiah 1:1–4, 11). But John is greater than the prophets 

(Luke 7:27): he is preparing the way not only for a new redemption of Israel, but 

for the salvation of "all flesh" (cf Acts 28:28). This salvation history of the people 

of God is coming to its fulfilment, as John quotes Isaiah (40:3) to tell us that he 

has come to build a road home for us: a way out of the wilderness of sin and 

alienation from God. It is a road that we walk with Jesus, a journey we make, as 

today's first reading puts it - "rejoicing that [we are] remembered by God." 

 


