
 

 

It is difficult to think, that only two years ago - during Holy Week  we sat on our 

sofas in front of our laptops and tablets, watching parish priests and chaplains 

pray the liturgies of Holy Week and Easter alone in their churches. It was a sad 

sight, but a lifeline for many. We were denied the opportunity to participate in 

the most sacred events of our faith; we were refused entry into our churches - 

the very places where we find sanctuary from the cares and worries of the world 

- the very place where we encounter God most intimately. Worst of all, we were 

denied the sacraments, which are God's most effective way of saving us from 

our sins, and recreating us to be the people he created us to be. There were no 

baptisms and reception into full communion with the Church; there was no 

reception of Holy Communion - the bread of life, and the medicine of immortality. 

 

It is only six months ago that we were still booking in for mass; still wearing 

masks; denied the opportunity to sing and share the peace; no holy water in the 

stops by the entrance. Now, we have the opportunity to participate fully in the 

events of Holy Week as Catholic Christians. We should be rightly proud of our 

faith, of the inheritance that we have received from those earliest Christians in 

Rome, and throughout an empire which brought the faith to these shores - long 

before the Irish missionaries, and St Augustine of Canterbury's Roman mission. 

 



 

 

Let us not waste this renewed opportunity to participate in what we have been 

denied in the past. For over 300 years Catholics were denied the freedom to 

practice their faith openly - until 1850. Many died rather than give up the faith, 

and continued to teach it to their children. The same is happening in China 

today, and in may parts of the world were the faith is suppressed. We are now 

free to offer the sacrifice of our lives, to give time to share with one another - in 

our hundreds - and participate fully in this Holy Week: this sacred moment in the 

year when we should put all else aside, for the salvation of our souls. 

 

Celebrating Holy Week is not a 'Sunday religion' affair. Please put the service 

schedule in a prominent place in your homes, and make this week a priority. 

Simply turning up for mass on Easter Sunday morning is to be 'late to the party'. 

In doing so we miss so much of how and why we live our lives in imitation of 

Jesus. let me encourage you to be present - to present yourselves as a living 

sacrifice to the Lord (Romans 12) - and to join all our sacrifices with his supreme 

sacrifice upon the cross ... but more of that as the week progresses.  

Thanks be to God. 


