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By the grace of God and the will of the Bishop, I have been sent to serve here in 
the parish of St Joseph’s Upminster. My intention will always be to serve the 
people of God in this place, in imitation of Christ the Good Shepherd. I will do 
so by sharing in his threefold office of priest, prophet and king – something we 
all share in by virtue of our baptism, but which the ordained priest does in a 
particular and distinctive way in order to make Christ present to his people. 
Sharing in Christ’s priesthood means before all else standing at the altar ‘in 
persona Christi’ to offer the holy sacrifice of the Mass, which is truly the source 
and summit of our Christian lives. Sharing in his prophetic ministry means 
preaching the gospel and teaching in his name, so that you may be inspired to 
take up this mantle by witnessing to the truth in your own workplaces and 
families. Sharing in the kingship of Christ means leading the flock of Christ in 
our missionary task of sanctifying the world and directing all things to the glory 
of God. An important part of this is exercising proper stewardship of the 
church’s resources, a shared task, recognising that in terms of material goods 
the church has nothing other than what it has received from the people of God.  

At the outset of my ministry as your parish priest – and I hope it will be a good 
while before the Bishop asks me to move again – I would like to commit myself 
to this priestly service. I ask for your prayers, your support, and your 
understanding. I am reminded of a saying of St Augustine: with you I am a 
Christian, for you I am a priest (though he actually said ‘bishop’!). I will not 
seek to make changes for the sake of it, but undoubtedly there will be times 
when changes are necessary. I will always be happy to give an explanation. 
Sometimes the answer will simply be that I didn’t know I was doing something 
different because that’s how I’ve always done it. I intend to hold an open 
meeting at some point in the autumn when you can ask me anything you like, 
and we can discuss the needs of the parish going forward. It will take me a 
while to get to know you individually and I may need you to remind me of your 
name a few times, but I am already grateful for the welcome I and my family 
have received from the handful of people we’ve met so far.  

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK            

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: Saturday evening 5.30-6.15pm. Confessions also 
available on request when Fr Matthew is available or by appointment. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Thursdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

 

More information about events and job opportunities in the diocese can be found on our website. 

www.stjosephschurchupminster.com  

Facebook: stjosephsupminster 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
3rd/4th September 2022 

THE 23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (YEAR C) 

Sat 3rd Sept           ST GREGORY THE GREAT, P, D 

     5.30pm—6.15pm   Confessions                                                                                               

     6.30pm                       Fr Matthew, Lucy & Felicity’s Intentions 

Sun 4th Sept               TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

   9.00am                       People of the parish 

   11.00am                       Bridget Scott RIP (O’Donnell Family) 

Mon 5th Sept     

   09.15am                      

Tues 6th Sept   

   09.15am              Rosanna Barnett’s Intentions (Regan)           

Wed 7th Sept    

   09.15am                       Michael Ross’ intentions 

Thur 8th Sept    THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

   09.15am                      

Frid 9th Sept    

   09.15am                       

Sat 10th Sept  

     2.00pm    Memorial Mass for Pat Walsh   

     5.30pm—6.15pm   Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions                     

     6.30pm                       People of the parish 

Sun 11th Sept  TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR                                                                           

   9.00am                       Enid & John Mangham RIP (Tsocos) 

   11.00am                       Bridget & Peter Heraty RIP (Anniv) (Healy) 



 I’m sure you will want to know a little bit about me at this point. I grew up in 
Guildford and was brought up in the Church of England. After a brief stint as a 
Maths teacher at a boarding school in Oxfordshire I began theological studies in 
Oxford, and was sent to St Thomas’ in Brentwood as curate. Having always 
been at the ‘catholic’ end of the Anglican spectrum, I realised that I needed to 
belong to the communion of faith which taught and believed to be true what I 
believed to be true, that is to say the Catholic Church, in communion with the 
successor of Peter. I was received into the Church in Brentwood Cathedral in 
September 2009 with my wife Lucy (already a Catholic) as sponsor. Our 
daughter Felicity had preceded me into the Catholic Church at her baptism nine 
months previously. After a year at home with Felicity living in South 
Woodford, I began a special course of formation and was ordained for service 
in the Diocese of Brentwood in October 2012. After a period as Assistant Priest 
in Wanstead, I went to St Teresa’s Newbury Park as Parish Priest where I have 
been for the past seven years. I am aware that I am not your first married priest, 
though priests who are married and have children are still fairly unusual in the 
Western part of the Catholic Church. It should go without saying that whilst I 
personally value the support of my family very greatly, anything told me in 
confidence will be kept as such. I am sure you will welcome Lucy and Felicity 
as part of the parish community like any other new family. 

Felicity is now at secondary school in Brentwood, and Lucy is a consultant in 
palliative medicine, based mostly at Queen’s Hospital. You will no doubt see us 
walking, running, or cycling around the parish, sometimes with our cocker 
spaniel Trixy, and we also have a white cat called Poppy. Having been regulars 
at Valentine’s Parkrun for some years, we now plan to be at Harrow Lodge 
Parkrun on Saturday mornings. Regrettably, however, I will not be able to 
sustain a conversation about football! As it happens, I am not a complete 
stranger to Upminster – having gone back to playing the organ during lockdown 
I have for the past year been having regular lessons at St Lawrence’s. Those 
who arrive early for Mass may hear me practise on occasion. 

This week I will be celebrating Mass each morning, but my main task for the 
week apart from that will be unpacking and getting set up in the presbytery. I 
will of course be around for genuine emergencies and Rachel will be in the 
office as usual, but I will turn my attention to other parish things once this first 
necessary task has been completed! 

May our patron St Joseph aid us with his prayers. Fr Matthew 

                                             ************* 

SAVE THE DATE: On Wednesday 5th October Fr Matthew will mark his 
tenth anniversary of ordination and the beginning of his ministry at St Joseph’s 
with an evening Mass at 7.30pm, followed by a reception in the Social Centre 
to welcome him and his family to the parish. 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE: For the time being, weekday Mass will continue to be 
celebrated at 9.15am every weekday. Fr Matthew’s rest day will begin after Mass 
on Friday. Confessions will now be heard during a period of Eucharistic 
Adoration on Saturday evenings from 5.30pm until the vigil Mass, or at other 
times on request. A mid-week holy hour will be announced shortly. 

MOTHERS PRAYER GROUP: We will begin meeting again after the summer 
break on Tuesday 6th September at 2pm in St Joseph’s Social Club.  We meet 
every Tuesday during term time for prayer followed by a cup of tea.  We pray 
especially for all children and warmly welcome you to join us for prayer and 
friendship. 

CWL NOTICES: After the hot summer break the CWL Lunch Club reopens on 
Wednesday 7th September in the social centre starting at 12pm.  It will be 
lovely to see all the regular faces again and perhaps some new ones.  Everyone is 
welcome.  CWL Macmillan coffee morning on Friday 30th September in the 
social centre starting at 10am.  Please come along to help us support this very 
worthy and much needed charity.  Home made cakes welcome on the day.  We 
will be having a raffle.  If you have any unwanted gifts you think may be suitable 
for the raffle, please bring them along too. 

ST JOSEPH’S PFA & ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CLUB:  We would like to 
welcome all parents of St Joseph’s school into the Catholic Club on Friday nights 
during the first half term. Please save the date and spread the word—club open as 
usual to members on these Friday nights!  

Friday 9th Sept - Year 2, 3, 4 Mums  
Friday 16th Sept - Year 2, 3 and 4 Dads  

Friday 23rd Sept - Reception and Year 1 Mums  
Friday 30th Sept - Reception and Year 1 Dads  

Friday 7th Oct - Year 5 and 6 Mums  
Friday 14th Oct - Year 5 and 6 Dads  

More details to follow via PFA and Club mailing list - make sure you are signed 
up:  https://www.linkpop.com/stjosephs_cc  Please also follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. Remember we are open every Thursday and Friday from 
7:30pm - we reopen on a Saturday from 3rd September . 

WELCOME MICHAEL ROSS: Many of you will know that St Joseph’s 
School has a new headteacher starting at the beginning of this term—Michael 
Ross.  We wish him lots of success and happiness in his new appointment and 
will be offering a mass for him on Wednesday 7th September 2022 at 9.15am. 

CANNING TOWN FOOD BANK:  Thank you for generous continued support 
for the Food Bank.  Your donations, whether items or financial, are much 
appreciated.  This week, apart from food, we are collecting toiletries, nappies and 
cleaning products.   


