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In this week’s gospel we meet the rather dodgy character of the dishonest steward. 
Jesus is clearly not holding up his behaviour as an example to follow. But there is a 
message here for us: spiritual people need to be as on top of their spiritual lives, as 
worldly people are on top of their worldly affairs. Since we are often pulled in both 
directions, we need to make sure that our worldly lives are shaped by the gospel, rather 
than allowing our lives to be dictated by the values of the world.  

In his pastoral letter last week, Bishop Alan mentioned the tour of the relics of St 
Bernadette, as an opportunity to be close to someone whose life reminds us that God is 
able to manifest his love in the midst of poverty and sickness, thus bringing a deeper 
joy than the material world can ever provide. The idea of relics is something many    
non-Catholics – indeed some Catholics – struggle with; yet it is not so strange when we 
remember that we are not disembodied spirits, and that God chooses to bestow his 
grace on us through our bodies and through our contact with material things.  

St Bernadette teaches us the importance of being able to listen and respond to God’s 
call, which comes in unexpected ways. She not only saw Our Lady, but heard her, and 
did as she was asked: scrabbling in the mud to find a spring of water; going to the 
parish priest to tell him to build a chapel and arrange processions. Bishop Alan 
reminded us in his letter that Pope Francis has called the whole church to embark on a 
‘synodal’ journey based on listening and reflecting at each level of the church in order 
to discern and carry out God’s will. This discernment also lies behind the ongoing 
work to implement the Diocesan Vision developed just before Covid. I wish to thank 
those individuals who have taken a lead in these areas, whilst also emphasising that the 
renewal of the church is a constant task for the whole church, not just for the few. 
Please take seriously Bishop Alan’s request to look around you, notice those who are 
missing, and invite them personally to come back. To continue the process of listening 
and discernment in our parish community, and to help me in serve you as your parish 
priest, as promised in my first newsletter, I wish to invite you all to an open meeting  
which will take place on Sunday 2nd October at 4pm in the church. 

On Monday morning I will celebrate a Mass of Requiem for our late Queen, as I did 
the morning after her death. With everything that will be said about her sense of duty 
and service, let us not overlook the Christian faith which sustained and motivated her 
in this. Whether or not one is an enthusiastic monarchist, the death of a sovereign is not 
only a moment of national significance, it is also a reminder that nothing stays the 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: Saturday evening 5.30-6.15pm 
and Wednesday 12 noon–1pm. Confessions also available on request when Fr 
Matthew is available or by appointment. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Wednesdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

More information about events and job opportunities in the diocese can be 
found on our website. 

www.stjosephschurchupminster.com  

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   
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17th/18th September 2022 

THE 25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (YEAR C) - Mass Book Pg 59 

Sat 17th Sept            

    5.30pm—6.15pm Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions                                                                                                                   

    6.30pm                      People of the parish 

Sun 18th Sept               TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

   9.00am                      Mon & Noel Lynch RIP (Anniv) 

   11.00am                      HM Queen Elizabeth II RIP 

Mon 19th Sept     

   09.15am                      Requiem Mass Queen Elizabeth II 

Tues 20th Sept   ST ANDREW KIM TAE-GON, PR & ST PAUL CHONG             
    HA-SANG, & COMPS, Mm 

   09.15am             Fr Richard Rowe (Brentwood) RIP (PACT) 

Wed 21st Sept  ST MATTHEW, Ap, EVANGELIST 

   09.15am                      Mary Hennighan’s Intentions (Regan) 

Thur 22nd Sept      

   09.15am                      Jackie Presland RIP (Wedding Anniv) (Gerry) 

Frid 23rd Sept  ST PIUS OF PIETREICINA, Pr (PADRE PIO)   

   09.15am                        

Sat 24th Sept  OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 

    5.30pm—6.15pm Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions                     

    6.30pm                      People of the parish 

Sun 25th Sept  TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

   9.00am                       

   11.00am                      Bridget Scott RIP (O’Donnell) 



 same. We are all mortal. The only constant is the God who sustains everything that 
exists. With this reminder of our mortality also comes the consolation of our faith, that 
whilst this earthly life does not endure, we are made for a life that has no end. The 
extraordinary ceremonial of a state funeral reflects the Queen’s unique position in 
public life, but at its heart is the entrustment of a departed soul to the mercy of its 
maker. In that spirit, following the prayers of the Requiem Mass, let us pray for ‘our 
sister Elizabeth’ as well as ‘her late Majesty the Queen’.  God bless, Fr Matthew       

                                                                *************** 

PARISH OFFICE: Rachel will be away for the next two weeks on annual leave. Fr Matthew 
will respond to emails and phone messages during this time, but you may prefer to wait until 
her return on 3rd October to make hall bookings or mass requests. 

SCHOOL APPLICATIONS: Some Catholic schools, including St Joseph’s, Sacred Heart of 
Mary, and Campion, give priority to practicing Catholic families. This is defined as weekly 
attendance at Mass (with reasonable exceptions such as illness), and is demonstrated by a 
Certificate of Catholic Practice issued by the parish priest. If you are able to honestly state that 
you meet this criteria then you are asked to attend the church at one of the following times (no 
appointment needed, but be prepared to wait). If you do not meet this criteria but your son or 
daughter is baptised you should still apply directly to the school of your choice and submit the 
Supplementary Information Form and Baptism Certificate in order to be considered under the 
broader ‘Catholic’ category; if so then you do not need to meet with Fr Matthew. Fr Matthew 
will sign forms for non-Catholic faith schools at these times for those who meet the 
requirements of those schools. If you need a baptism certificate, please apply without delay to 
the parish where baptism occurred. The times when Fr Matthew is available for this purpose are 
as follows: 

Secondary School applications: Tuesday 4th October 4pm-6pm or                                     

Thursday 13th October 5pm-7pm 

Primary School applications: Tuesday 15th November 4pm-6pm or                                             

Thursday 24th November 5pm-7pm. 

OPEN PARISH MEETING: Come along on Sunday 2nd October at 4pm to ask Fr Matthew 
anything or share your views on this parish. All welcome. 

SCHOOL MASSES: Beginning this week with Year 6, a year group from St Joseph’s School 
will be participating in the 9.15am Mass most Tuesday mornings. All are welcome, and parents 
are especially invited. 

PARKING: Those attending Mass are kindly requested not to use the Presbytery driveway as 
an extension to the church car park. This is because the Presbytery is Fr Matthew’s family’s 
home and they need easy access in and out at all times. In addition Lucy may be called out to 
the hospital or hospice when she is on-call. 

************* 

SAVE THE DATE: On Wednesday 5th October Fr Matthew will mark his tenth anniversary 
of ordination and the beginning of his ministry at St Joseph’s with an evening Mass at 7.30pm, 
followed by a reception in the Social Centre to welcome him and his family to the parish. 

ERNIE HAZELWOOD RIP: Please remember in your prayers the family and friends of Ernie 
Hazelwood who died recently.  Ernie’s funeral will be held at South Essex Crematorium on 
Tuesday 27th September at 12 noon and parishioners are most welcome to attend. 

CWL NOTICES: Our next lunch club will be on Wednesday 21st September in the social 
centre starting at 12 noon.  CWL Macmillan coffee morning on Friday 30th September in the 
social centre starting at 10am.  Please come along to help us support this very worthy and much 

needed charity.  Home made cakes welcome on the day.  We will be having a raffle.  If you have 
any unwanted gifts you think may be suitable for the raffle, please bring them along too.    

 

                                                           

ST JOSEPH’S PFA & ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CLUB:  We would like to welcome all 
parents of St Joseph’s school into the Catholic Club on Friday nights during the first half term. 
Please save the date and spread the word—club open as usual to members on these Friday nights!  

Friday 23rd Sept - Reception and Year 1 Mums  
Friday 30th Sept - Reception and Year 1 Dads  

Friday 7th Oct - Year 5 and 6 Mums  
Friday 14th Oct - Year 5 and 6 Dads  

More details to follow via PFA and Club mailing list - make sure you are signed up:  https://
www.linkpop.com/stjosephs_cc  Please also follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
Remember we are open every Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 7:30pm.                                                        

CHURCH CLEANING: My name is Denise Newman and I am looking for volunteers to help 
with cleaning the church. This will entail approximately one hour every 4 weeks. If you are on the 
rota can you please confirm you are able to continue as the cleaning will now take place on a 
Tuesday either before or after Mass.  If this is something you would like to get involved in please 
let me know Email: newdenise@hotmail.co.uk Mobile: 07817702629                                                     

ST PETER’S GARDEN: In early November we will plant more bulbs to flower in Spring and 
Summer.   Our last bulb collection resulted in an amazing 800 bulbs being planted by our younger 
parishioners.   If you would like to donate bulbs we will begin the collection in late September.   

LIVE SIMPLY: ‘For it is in giving that we receive’.  Francis of Assisi Canning Town Food 
Bank -Thank you for your very generous continued support for the Food Bank.  Your donations, 
whether it be items or financial, are much appreciated.  This week, apart from food, we are 
collecting toiletries, nappies and cleaning products.  Thank you also the parishioners who drive 
each week to Canning Town to deliver the donations. 

THE REPOSITORY: The Repository is open before and after the 6pm Mass and at the 9am 
Mass closing at 10.55am.  If there are items you specifically want please let Bernadette or Mary-
Anne know and we will try to include these in our next order.   Our Christmas stock has arrived 
including cards, candles, decorations, children’s books and advent calendars and will be on sale 
from this weekend. We only take cash and coins are always welcome.                                       

CATHOLIC EDUCATION SERVICE: Please note that we will be holding a collection after all 
masses over the weekend of 17th /18th September in aid of Home Mission Day.  Please give as 
generously as you can to this worthy cause and please remember to use your gift aid envelopes if 
you are a registered gift aider in the parish enabling us to reclaim an extra 25p for each £1 
donated at no further cost to the donor. There will also be a second collection after all masses                   

ST JOSEPH’S KNITTING / CRAFT GROUP: The group is now in its 4th year and has been 
very successful in supporting a growing number of charities thanks to our dedicated members.  
Sadly, we have lost a few of the group for various reasons.  To enable us to continue supporting 
these charities we are looking for new members.  If you can knit, crochet / sew (all abilities) we 
would love you to join our friendly group and enable us to continue producing much needed items 
for these charities.  We need the 2nd Monday of each month in the social club and our next 
meeting is on 10th October from 12.30pm—2.30pm. Tea and biscuits provided.  If you’d like 
anymore information please contact Yvonne Dickens on 01708-228087 / 0759-082-8884. 

SACRED HEART OF MARY GIRL’S SCHOOL OPEN EVENING:  Open Evening for 
September 2023 Admissions is on Thursday 6th October, 2022.  Tours of the school begin at 
6pm and there will be an address by the Headteacher at 7.30pm. There will only be disabled 
parking on site.  Please advise the school in advance. 

 

 

mailto:newdenise@hotmail.co.uk

