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The pile of boxes surrounding us is gradually shrinking and the presbytery is 
beginning to resemble a home. I and my family are grateful for the space you have 
given us over the past week to reach this point, and I am looking forward to getting 
to know more of you and getting to know the ways of the parish, which is now my 
parish – not at all in a possessive sense, but in the sense of being the Christian 
community to which I now belong and in which I have the privilege of living out 
my vocation as an ordained priest. 

Having to look for things that have ended up in mysterious places means I have a 
certain sympathy for the woman in the second of this week’s trio of parables. I also 
have a renewed appreciation for the power of St Anthony. However the main 
purpose of these three parables is to renew our appreciation of the gift of divine 
mercy – both as those who need it, and as those who have a duty to lead others to 
experience it.  

As we reflect on these parables we might notice how unreasonable the behaviour of 
the lead character is. Most shepherds probably wouldn’t leave 99 sheep to go after 
one that is missing. A big party might seem an overreaction to finding one coin that 
had been mislaid. A wronged father would not be expected to ignore the insult of 
the son who couldn’t wait for him to be dead. The point is that God exceeds all 
human notions of what is reasonable in his boundless mercy towards us, and the 
lengths he goes to seek out and reconcile the lost. 

There are two mistakes we can make regarding divine mercy. One is to think that 
we don’t need it. The other is to think that we are beyond it. It’s tempting to think 
these parables are only relevant to those who have committed serious sin, or those 
who have spent years outside the church. But in truth these parables are about 
everyone, because when we are not living completely in Christ, then we need him 
draw us closer; we need him to search out all those places deep in our hearts which 
are closed to him, and make us wholly his. On the other hand, there is nothing we 
can possibly do that would place us beyond the reach of divine mercy, provided we 
turn back to him. 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: Saturday evening 5.30-6.15pm 
and Wednesday 12 noon–1pm. Confessions also available on request when Fr 
Matthew is available or by appointment. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Wednesdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

More information about events and job opportunities in the diocese can be 
found on our website. 

www.stjosephschurchupminster.com  

Facebook: stjosephsupminster 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
10th/11th September 2022 

THE 24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (YEAR C) 

Sat 10th Sept            

    5.30pm—6.15pm Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions                                                                                                                   

    6.30pm                      People of the parish 

Sun 11th Sept               TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR                                                                           

   9.00am                      Enid & John Mangham RIP (Tsocos) 

   11.00am                      Bridget & Peter Heraty RIP (Anniv) (Healy) 

Mon 12th Sept     

   09.15am                      Theresa Brewty RIP (Corcoran / McCardle) 

Tues 13th Sept   ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, BP, D 

   09.15am             Nick Lever RIP 

Wed 14th Sept  EXALTATION (TRIUMPH) OF THE HOLY CROSS 

   09.15am                      Ann Cremin RIP (Anniv) 

Thur 15th Sept  OUR LADY OF SORROWS    

   09.15am                      John Gibbs RIP (B’Day) 

Frid 16th Sept  Ss CORNELIUS, P, AND CYPRIAN, BP, MM   

   09.15am                       The intentions of Edel Bailey 

Sat 17th Sept    

    5.30pm—6.15pm Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions                     

    6.30pm                      People of the parish 

Sun 18th Sept  TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

   9.00am                      Mon & Noel Lynch RIP (Anniv) 

   11.00am                      HM Queen Elizabeth II RIP 

Saddened by the news of the death of the Queen, we offer our prayers 
for the repose of her soul and for the consolation of all who mourn. RIP. 



 There is a third mistake we can make, like the older brother in the third parable, 
and like the scribes and pharisees to whom these parables are addressed, which is 
to begrudge God’s gift of mercy to those we think have got away with something, 
and then perhaps to be a little envious. That is to miss the point of our life in Christ: 
its not about an eventual reward for being ‘good’, but about the possibility here and 
now of a relationship with God, knowing deep in our hearts that we are infinitely 
loved, and trusting that the father’s will is for our complete and everlasting 
happiness. Let us not be envious of those who come to know this late on, but rather 
do all in our power to share what we have with those who don’t even realise their 
need of it. God bless, Fr Matthew       

************* 

SAVE THE DATE: On Wednesday 5th October Fr Matthew will mark his 
tenth anniversary of ordination and the beginning of his ministry at St Joseph’s 
with an evening Mass at 7.30pm, followed by a reception in the Social Centre 
to welcome him and his family to the parish. 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE: Weekday Mass is now celebrated at 9.15am every 
weekday. Fr Matthew’s rest day will begin after Mass on Friday. The church 
will be open for prayer no later than 8.45am and stay open until the evening. 
Confessions will now be heard during a period of Eucharistic Adoration on 
Saturday evenings from 5.30pm until 6.15pm, and on Wednesday lunchtimes 
from 12 noon - 1pm. Please note that Rachel is in the office every weekday 
morning except Wednesdays.                                                                                                         

CWL NOTICES: Our next lunch club will be on Wednesday 14th September 
in the social centre starting at 12 noon.  It will be lovely to see all the regular 
faces again and perhaps some new ones.  Everyone is welcome.  CWL 
Macmillan coffee morning on Friday 30th September in the social centre 
starting at 10am.  Please come along to help us support this very worthy and 
much needed charity.  Home made cakes welcome on the day.  We will be 
having a raffle.  If you have any unwanted gifts you think may be suitable for 
the raffle, please bring them along too.                                                              

ST JOSEPH’S PFA & ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CLUB:  We would like 
to welcome all parents of St Joseph’s school into the Catholic Club on Friday 
nights during the first half term. Please save the date and spread the word—club 
open as usual to members on these Friday nights!  

Friday 16th Sept - Year 2, 3 and 4 Dads  
Friday 23rd Sept - Reception and Year 1 Mums  
Friday 30th Sept - Reception and Year 1 Dads  

Friday 7th Oct - Year 5 and 6 Mums  
Friday 14th Oct - Year 5 and 6 Dads  

More details to follow via PFA and Club mailing list - make sure you are signed 
up:  https://www.linkpop.com/stjosephs_cc  Please also follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. Remember we are open every Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday from 7:30pm.                                                                                           

CANNING TOWN FOOD BANK:  Thank you for generous continued support 
for the Food Bank.  Your donations, whether items or financial, are much 
appreciated.  This week, apart from food, we are collecting toiletries, nappies and 
cleaning products.                                                                                                     

CHURCH CLEANING: My name is Denise Newman and I am looking for 
volunteers to help with cleaning the church. This will entail approximately one 
hour every 4 weeks. If you are on the rota can you please confirm you are able to 
continue as the cleaning will now take place on a Tuesday either before or after 
Mass.  If this is something you would like to get involved in please let me know 
Email: newdenise@hotmail.co.uk Mobile: 07817702629                                                    

ST PETER’S GARDEN: In early November we will plant more bulbs to flower 
in Spring and Summer.   Our last bulb collection resulted in an amazing 800 
bulbs being planted by our younger parishioners.   If you would like to donate 
bulbs we will begin the collection in late September.                                                

THE REPOSITORY: The Repository is open before and after the 6pm Mass 
and at the 9am Mass closing at 10.55am.  If there are items you specifically want 
please let Bernadette or Mary-Anne know and we will try to include these in our 
next order.   Our Christmas stock has arrived including cards, candles, 
decorations, children’s books and advent calendars and will be on sale from this 
weekend. We only take cash and coins are always welcome.                                       

CATHOLIC EDUCATION SERVICE: Please note that we will be holding a 
collection after all masses this weekend 11th / 12th September in aid of The 
Catholic Education Service.  Please give as generously as you can to this worthy 
cause and remember to use your gift aid envelopes if you are a registered gift 
aider in the parish enabling us to reclaim an extra 25p for each £1 donated at no 
further cost to the donor. There will also be a second collection after all masses 
over the weekend of 17th /18th September in aid of Home Mission Day.                   

SION COMMUNITY: Would you be interested in studying evangelisation - the 
theory and practice of how to share the Catholic faith with people who are not yet 
followers of Jesus? 10 hours of teaching is being offered by Sion Catholic 
Community for Evangelism, leading practitioners in this field since 1985. You 
can access the module by attending two in-person days at Brentwood, Essex, on 
Saturday 10 September and Saturday 12 November. Or you can access the same 
teaching through five Zoom sessions on Thursday evenings 3 November to 1 
December inclusive. More information at www.sioncommunity.org.uk/ccrs/                                                                                                                              

SVP: The next meeting of the parish SVP will take place in the social centre at 
815pm on Wednesday 14th September.     

BCCS - The Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society are seeking stallholders for 
their Christmas Craft and Gift Fair being held at The Mill Hall Arts & Events 
Centre, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh SS6 7ED on Sunday 6th November from 
10.30-4pm.Pitches are £30  For further information please contact 
Damian:   ddillon@bccs.org.uk /  07912 308000 
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