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I would like to welcome very warmly anyone who is visiting our parish over Christmas; anyone 
who has come home to spend time with family, and anyone who has decided to come back after 
a period of time away. The church is the family of God, and the building in which we gather as 
his family is not only the house of God but also our home; a home whose doors are always open 
(metaphorically at least) to welcome the curious, those looking for peace and solitude, those 
looking for the warmth of community.  

People often say to me, “It’s your busy time of year Father”. And it’s true: especially in a new 
parish, and a parish where there is always a lot going on. The run-up to Christmas is indeed the 
busiest time of the year. But the things which make it busy are not things I would want to do 
without. I’ve enjoyed hearing the Christmas story re-told by children of various ages, and I’ve 
enjoyed meeting some of our parishioners who are less able to get out.  

The Christmas story does not begin ‘once upon a time’ or ‘in a galaxy far far away’. It tells of 
an event which really happened at a particular place and time, but whose impact is felt far 
beyond. The birth of the Son of God changes everything. God wants us to share his life, and he 
makes it possible by sharing ours, in all its fragility and dependence. There are many messages 
we can take from the Christmas story, but none more important than this: God loves us; each 
and every one of us is infinitely precious to him, and he wants us to be truly free, free of 
anything that would prevent our flourishing and fulfilment. Christmas is indeed a wonderful 
time of year, but it’s also a time when some of the pain we face in life can feel especially hard 
to bear – some might say we need to suspend our disbelief to experience the joy of Christmas, 
but I would say the exact opposite. We need to know and believe deep in our hearts that we are 
loved; to trust that darkness is only temporary, grief and sadness will pass, but whatever joy and 
light we experience in this life is a foretaste of the eternal joy which God has in store for us.  
Paradoxically even darkness can remind us of what is good. Being separated from those we love 
reminds us that we are made for communion with others. There is plenty of darkness in the 

Christmas story: a family of refugees on the move, subject the rule of a foreign power, 
dependent on the kindness of a few, living in material poverty; the good news of the saviour’s 
birth announced to the lowliest members of society whilst rejected by others including a king 
who responds with murderous rage. But into this darkness comes the true light of the world, 
who invites us to live in his light; light which cannot be overcome. 

This newsletter covers two weeks, taking us to the end of the Christmas season with the feast of 
the Epiphany – the showing of Christ to the world represented by the wise men from the East – 
and the feast of the Baptism of Christ, as he is about to begin his adult ministry after three 
hidden decades. The Epiphany is not only the last chapter of the Christmas story, it also points 
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CHRISTMAS DAY (A) 

Mass Book Pg 36 (Christmas Eve) Isaiah 9:1-7, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-14                      

Mass Book Pg 41 (Christmas Day) Isaiah 52:7-10, Hebrews 1:1-6, John 1:1-18 

Mass Book Pg 46 (New Years Day) Numbers 6:22-27, Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2:16-21 

Sat 24th Dec           THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

    5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      Irene & Ronald Robinsons Intentions (Christine) 

     11pm   Private Intention 

Sun 25th Dec  CHRISTMAS DAY—HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 

    9.00am                      People of the parish 

   11.00am                      Marie Barrett RIP (Bramham) 

Mon 26th Dec   ST STEPHEN, THE FIRST MARTYR 

   10am                      Laurence O’Brien RIP (Biggs) 

Tues 27th Dec   ST JOHN, AP, EVANGELIST 

   9.15am    Gerry Collins RIP (Anniv) Pavitt 

Wed 28th Dec  THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MM 

   09.15am                       Parents grieving for children 

Thur 29th Dec  ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, BP,M   

   09.15am                      Mai Kehoe’s Intentions 

Frid 30th Dec  THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH  

   09.15am   Enid & John Mangham RIP (Anniv) 

Sat 31st Dec  SEVENTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS 

    6.30pm                      Joan Sullivan & Ann McMahon RIP (Sullivan) 

Sun 1st Jan   MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 

    9.00am                      People of the parish 

   11.00am                      Madeleine Moreton RIP (Anniv) (Williamson) 

Monday 2nd Jan  SS BASIL THE GREAT & GREGORY NAZIANZEN, BPP, DD 

    9.15am   Peggy Folan RIP 

Tuesday 3rd Jan 

    9.15am   Myles Doody RIP 

Wednesday 4th Jan  

    9.15am   George Cush RIP (Anniv) (Guynan) 

Thursday 5th Jan 

    9.15am   Special Intentions (Regan) 

     11am   Funeral—Julia Walsh 

Friday 6th Jan  THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD—HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 

    10.00am   Marie Barrett RIP (Irving) 

     8pm   People of the parish 

Saturday 7th Jan 

   5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

   6.30pm   Jackie Presland RIP (B’Day 70th) (Gerry) 

Sunday 8th Jan  THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

    9am   Morgan Madden RIP (Anniv) (Mary-Anne) 

   11am   People of the parish 



 
us forward. The gifts of the Magi – gold, frankincense and myrrh – reveal one who is the true 
King of all creation, but does not seek the trappings of power; one who is rightly worshipped as 
God; and one whose death and rising will open the gates of heaven. Before we get to the 
Epiphany, we have the beginning of a new calendar year which as always coincides with the 
Solemnity of Mary Mother of God, an opportunity to entrust the year ahead to the one whose 
‘yes’ to God provides a model to each of us, and who is mother not only of Jesus Christ but of 
his body the church – all of us! 2023 is a significant year for our parish community: 100 years 
since the opening of the first church for the Catholics of Upminster and the beginning of a new 
independent parish community, and there is much to look forward to! 

I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you: to everyone who has made me and my 
family welcome in our first few months in the parish, to everyone who works hard in many 

different ways to enable our parish community to serve as a sign of God’s presence in our 
world, and to everyone who has contributed to our Christmas celebrations, in visible and 
invisible ways. To finish, may I wish you all a happy, holy and joyful Christmas and a blessed 

New Year. May God’s kingdom of peace and love be ever more firmly established as we look 
forward to his glorious coming at the end of time. God Bless, Fr Matthew. 

                                                  **************************** 

CHRISTMAS OCTAVE: Mass will be celebrated at 10am on Monday 26th December, but 
otherwise at the usual time of 9.15am during the week between Christmas and New Year. Many 
thanks to Fr Gerald Gosling who will be saying some of the Masses. Please note however there 
is no Wednesday lunchtime Holy Hour on Wednesday 28th December. We will have the usual 
Saturday evening Holy Hour on Saturday 31st December.  

EPIPHANY: Friday 6th January is the solemnity of the Epiphany, a holy day of obligation. 
Mass will be celebrated at 10am and 8pm. 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING: As is customary, the offertory collection for the Christmas 
Masses form part of the parish priest’s income. This can be gift aided in the usual way. Regular 
giving via standing order goes to the parish as usual.  

CRIB COLLECTION: You are invited to make an offering when you visit the crib to support 
the work of Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society, a charity which provides various forms of 
support for children and their families. For more information, to give online or become a 
supporter please visit bccs.org.uk. 

PAYING/GIVING BY CARD: It is now possible to make payment for repository purchases or 
give to the parish using a credit or debit card. Please speak to our repository volunteers or the 
parish office. 

FRIDAY ABSTINENCE: The Friday after Christmas and the solemnity of the Epiphany are 
days when the usual practice of abstaining from meat does not apply. 

PARISH DATABASE: We are currently renewing our parish membership database. All those 
who belong to St Joseph’s parish (including those who live outside the parish but 
worship here) are requested to register details of their household online at 
tinyurl.com/stjosephsup (or scan QR code) or by completing the registration card 
available in the porch. Even if you have been part of the parish for many years 
you are asked to help keep our records up to date in this way. If you are new to 
the parish please indicate this when registering. Those who registered since 
October do not need to do so again. 

ANNIVERSARIES: The list of anniversaries for January will be included in the next 
newsletter for the weekend of 7th/8th January  

PARISH OFFICE: The parish office will be closed for the Christmas and New Year public 
holidays. 

RIP NOTICES: Please pray for the repose of the souls of Diane Romano, Julia Walsh and 
Ann Pitt who have died recently, and pray for those who mourn them.  Julia Walsh’s funeral 
will take place here at 11am on Thursday 5th January.  

BAPTISM CONGRATULATIONS: Congratulations to the families of Clarence William 
Tylar, Freddie Anthony Lowley and Emilia Alexandra Lally who were received into the church 
recently through baptism.   

WEDNESDAY MUSIC GROUP: This will be re-starting in the New Year following a 
Christmas break.  The next session will be at 4pm on 11th January. 

PARISH CENTENARY: Bishop Alan will be joining us for a celebration of Mass to 
inaugurate our centenary year at 7pm on Wednesday 25th January, the centenary of the 
opening of the first Catholic church in Upminster. Mass will be followed by a buffet and drinks 
in St Joseph’s School Hall – an occasion to celebrate and give thanks for our parish community 
and all who contribute to parish life in so many different ways. 

WINTER WARM SPACE: The winter warm space is now closed for the festive period and 
will re-open on Wednesday 4th January at 7.30pm.  It will then be open Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings please feel free to join us at St Joseph’s Social Centre, 
117 St Mary’s Lane, Upminster, RM14 2QB.  This is open to everyone.  Please help spread the 
word.  If you need a lift or have any questions, please email stjoscc@gmail.com 

YOUTH GROUP: It has been suggested that we organise a theatre trip for young people of 
the parish as a first step to re-establishing our parish youth group. For this to happen we need 
sufficient DBS-checked adults to accompany the young people. If you are willing to give up an 
evening and have a parish or diocesan DBS that covers young people please speak to Fr 
Matthew. If you don’t have a DBS yet but are interested in helping re-launch our youth group 
please also get in touch. 

ALTAR SERVING: I shall be holding an altar serving course shortly.  If you would like to 
learn to serve, and are prepared to make a commitment to serve mass regularly, please drop a 
letter, giving your name, address and age, into Father Matthew’s house by 9th January.  After 
a preliminary meeting, the course will run for four Fridays at 3.20pm to 4pm (sharp) in the 
church, followed by serving Saturday 6.30pm mass each week.  You should have made your 
First Communion, but there us no upper age limit.  I look forward to hearing from you—David 
Burge. 

ST JOSEPH’S SOCIAL CLUB: We are offering free membership to our young parishioners 
who will be returning home from their universities for Christmas and the New Year holidays so 
that they can meet up with their  friends  in a comfortable warm  meeting place on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday evenings (except Friday 23rd  December).  Just sign in the visitors 
book  when you arrive. 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, UPMINSTER NOTICES:  VACANCY FOR MIDDAY 
SUPERVISOR— St. Joseph's School is seeking to appoint an enthusiastic Midday Supervisor 
to join their friendly team. If interested, please email office@st-josephs.havering.sch.uk  Please 
note that the school follows safer recruitment practices.  VACANCIES— Unusually, St 
Joseph's School has three vacancies in their current Reception Year. If you hear of parents 
wishing to transfer their child to the school, please ask them to email office@st-
josephs.havering.sch.uk for further information.  
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