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THIS Sunday’s gospel teaches us the importance of gratitude. As we cultivate a spirit of 
gratitude towards God, we become more aware of his activity in our lives, and our hearts 
become more open to the abundant graces he wishes to pour out on us. In that spirit, I would 
like to thank God, and thank you, for the welcome I and my family have received during our 
first month here, and especially at the celebration last Wednesday.  

I would also like to thank those who came to the parish meeting last Sunday, as well as those 
who have responded to the survey. I will share with you now a brief summary of the discussion, 
with survey comments another week. I started by explaining that the meeting was an 
opportunity for me to listen, rather than to lay out grand plans. The only significant decision I 
have made so far is not to reinstate the Parish Council at present, but instead use meetings such 
as this as a forum for consultation. My intention is that everyone should feel able to raise things 
directly with me, and that we avoid the temptation to leave things to a small group of people.  

That fed into an early observation: that a large proportion of parish volunteers fall into the post-
retirement age category. And so – with gratitude to those who do give so generously of their 
time – I would like to reiterate the call for people to come forward, perhaps working alongside 
someone else to learn the ropes. Nothing should be dependent on one person alone, who feels 
they have to go on for ever. I also pointed out that we have already seen some other (younger) 
people volunteering in different ways – we have a group preparing to relaunch children’s liturgy 
after half term, and also a proposal to open up the social centre during the winter months. 
Further appeals came for more women to join the CWL, for people to read at weekday Mass 
(perhaps parents whose children are coming with their class on a Tuesday?), and for new 
cantors or choir members to lead the singing. 

Building on my comments about children and young people in a previous newsletter, one 
person wished to emphasise that parents with young children should feel welcome at Mass and 
not be made to feel awkward about any noise, something I endorse wholeheartedly. Someone 
asked about replacing Mass and hymn books, and perhaps consider switching to using weekly 
service sheets or even screens. We are in fact waiting for a new translation of the lectionary to 
be introduced, at which point we will certainly need to consider those options, though I admit to 
a bias against screens in the sanctuary.  

I was asked about sick visiting: I have already begun visiting our housebound and sick 
parishioners, and fully intend to dedicate some of my time each week to doing this (and I thank 
the extraordinary ministers of holy communion who visit the sick regularly). 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: Saturday evening 5.30-6.15pm and 
Wednesday 12 noon–1pm. Confessions also available on request when Fr Matthew 
is available or by appointment. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Wednesdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

Repository: Saturdays before & after Mass, and Sundays after the 9am Mass until 
10.55am 

More information about parish activities and job opportunities in the diocese can be 
found on our website: www.stjosephschurchupminster.com  

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   
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THE 28th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (YEAR C) - Mass Book Pg 66 

(2 Kings 5.14-17; 2 Timothy 2.8-13; Luke 17:11-19)  

Sat 8th Oct            ST OSYTH  

    5.30pm—6.15pm Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions                                                                                                                   

    6.30pm                      Ernie Hazelwood RIP (Chalk) 

Sun 9th Oct    TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

   9.00am                      People of the Parish 

   11.00am                      John Byrne RIP (Mary Scully) 

Mon 10th Oct    

   09.15am                      Sandra McCann RIP (Connaghan) 

Tues 11th Oct    

   09.15am             Eileen Hogan RIP (Barry) 

Wed 12th Oct  Ss ETHELBURGA, HILDELITHE & CUTHBERGA, REL 

   09.15am                       John Byrne RIP (Ryan Family)  

Thur 13th Oct     

   09.15am                      Rose Powell RIP (Margaret) 

Frid 14th Oct   

   10.00am                       Funeral— Terry Smith RIP 

Sat 15th Oct   ST TERESA OF JESUS (AVILA) V, REL, D 

    5.30pm—6.15pm NO ADORATION OR CONFESSIONS THIS WEEKEND 

    6.30pm                      People of the parish 

Sun 16th Oct  TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR  

   9.00am                      John Street & Marie Pearce RIP (Anniv) (Street) 

   11.00am                      Deceased members of the Cahill Family (Cahill) 



  

The importance of building community and strengthening our friendships was mentioned – 
something again I can hardly disagree with, and I encourage everyone to make the extra effort 
to get to know other people, perhaps by introducing yourself after Mass, whilst being sensitive 
to those who for various reasons might prefer to keep a low profile. Parking was mentioned – a 
perennial issue I suspect, and one without an easy solution. For the time being I simply 
encourage those who can to walk or use public transport, or park a little further away, or share 
lifts, and I thank you once again for respecting our need to keep the Presbytery driveway clear 
for easy family access at all times including during Mass. 

I have left perhaps the two biggest areas until last, simply to mention them as topics we will 
certainly need to revisit. Firstly, how best to serve our youth,  which may involve looking again 
at employing a youth worker for the parish partnership (and yes, Bishop Alan is still keen for 
parish partnerships to work together as effectively as possible). Secondly, how we can make 
best use of the land and building at St Peter’s to further our mission as a parish (for we do need 
to use it in some way).  

I hope the fact of this meeting, and this sharing of its fruit, gives reassurance that – as one 
person asked – I do intend to work collaboratively. As shepherd of this parish, my job is not just 
to go off into the distance where I think we should be going, but to take us there as a group. 
Next year is the centenary of this parish community, and I hope during the course of the year to 
help us come to a clearer sense of where we should be going, and begin the next part of our 
journey together.  

God bless you all, Fr Matthew 

                                                ******************** 

SCHOOL APPLICATIONS: Some Catholic schools, including St Joseph’s, Sacred Heart of 
Mary, and Campion, give priority to practicing Catholic families. This is defined as weekly 
attendance at Mass (with reasonable exceptions such as illness), and is demonstrated by a 
Certificate of Catholic Practice issued by the parish priest. If you are able to honestly state that 
you meet this criteria then you are asked to attend the church at one of the following times (no 
appointment needed, but be prepared to wait). If you do not meet this criteria but your son or 
daughter is baptised you should still apply directly to the school of your choice and submit the 
Supplementary Information Form and Baptism Certificate in order to be considered under the 
broader ‘Catholic’ category; if so then you do not need to meet with Fr Matthew. Fr Matthew 
will sign forms for non-Catholic faith schools at these times for those who meet the 
requirements of those schools. If you need a baptism certificate, please apply without delay to 
the parish where baptism occurred. The (only) times when Fr Matthew is available for this 
purpose are as follows: 

Secondary School applications:  Thurs 13th October 5-7pm 

Primary School applications: Tues 15th November 4-6pm or Thurs 24th November 5-7pm. 

 

LIVE SIMPLY: “When we give cheerfully and accept gratefully, everyone is blessed.”  Maya 
Angelou. Thank you for your generosity towards the Canning Town Foodbank which is now in 
desperate need of food items and toiletries. All donations gratefully received. 

CWL NOTICES: Our next lunch club will be on Wednesday 12th October in the social 
centre starting at 12 noon.  Thank you to those who supported the Macmillan Coffee Morning 
last Friday.   We would also like to say a big thank you to everyone who supported the 
Macmillan coffee morning.  It was so well attended and was a lovely social, friendly morning.  
As a result we are able to donate £406 to Macmillan cancer care a really fantastic amount and 
our best yet.  Thank you all so much.  

 

ST JOSEPH’S PFA & ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CLUB:  We would like to welcome all 
parents of St Joseph’s school into the Catholic Club on Friday nights during the first half term. 
Please save the date and spread the word—club open as usual to members on these Friday nights!  

Friday 14th Oct - Year 5 and 6 Dads  

More details to follow via PFA and Club mailing list - make sure you are signed up:  https://
www.linkpop.com/stjosephs_cc  Please also follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
Remember we are open every Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 7:30pm.  

TERRY SMITH RIP:  Please pray for the repose of Terry Smith who has died, for Ita and Tara 

and all who mourn. His funeral Mass will take place here this Friday (14th October) at 10am. 
There will not be a 9.15am Mass that morning. 

MALCOLM HALLOWS RIP: Please pray for the repose of Malcolm Hallows who died 
recently and for all how mourn.  His funeral will be at Upminster Cemetery Chapel on Tuesday 

8th November at 12 noon. 

CHURCH CLEANING: My name is Denise Newman and I am looking for volunteers to help 
with cleaning the church. This will entail approximately one hour every 4 weeks. If you are on the 

rota can you please confirm you are able to continue as the cleaning will now take place on a 
Tuesday either before or after Mass.  If this is something you would like to get involved in please 

let me know Email: newdenise@hotmail.co.uk Mobile: 07817702629                                                     

WALKING GROUP: Our walking group will resume on Friday 7th October. Meet 10am outside 
the Society Club. An hour of walking and talking around the streets of Upminster. New walkers 
welcome. If you would like anymore information please contact Bridie Keefe-07852 613978 

ST JOSEPH’S KNITTING / CRAFT GROUP: If you can knit, crochet / sew (all abilities) we 
would love you to join our friendly group and enable us to continue producing much needed items 
for the charities we support.  We need the 2nd Monday of each month in the social club and our 
next meeting is on 10th October from 12.30pm—2.30pm. Tea and biscuits provided.  If you’d 
like anymore information please contact Yvonne Dickens on 01708-228087 / 0759-082-8884. 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL ‘OPEN EVENING’: St Joseph's Catholic 
Primary School is holding an 'Open Evening' on Thursday, 3rd November at 6:30pm for parents 
of children who are due to start school in September 2023 (born between 01/09/2018 and 
31/08/2019). There is no need to book. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: There will be a meeting for parents of children in year 3 or 
above who wish to make their first Reconciliation and first Holy Communion in the coming year, 
at 6.15pm on Monday 7th November in church. At least one parent should attend per child, though 
both are encouraged to attend. Children aren’t expected to come, but it is fine to bring them as 
well as other siblings if easier. The course will consist of 12 sessions taking place after school on 
Mondays, as well as four parent’s sessions. You will receive a list of dates at the meeting. First 
communion children and their parents are expected to attend Mass every weekend as an integral 
part of their preparation, and there will be four Sundays during the course when all children will 
come to Sunday Mass together.  

PARISH SURVEY: Whether or not you were able to come to last week’s parish meeting, your 
feedback and ideas for the future are welcome. There is a short survey online at tinyurl.com/
stjosephsrm14 and some paper forms available in church. 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES AND SICK LIST: These will appear in next week’s 
newsletter, and thereafter the plan will be to include them at least monthly. 

 

mailto:newdenise@hotmail.co.uk


 


