
 St Joseph’s Catholic Church 

Champion Road, Upminster 
  

Parish Priest: Fr Matthew Bemand-Qureshi  
Parish Secretary: Rachel Hayward 

upminster@dioceseofbrentwood.org  /  01708 222432  

A new year is a time to look forwards and backwards, with hope and gratitude respectively. The 
Christmas season ends today with the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord, which points us 
decisively forwards. This event, some thirty years after the birth of our Saviour, reveals his true 
identity and the mission which is inseparable from it. In receiving a baptism of repentance he 
anticipates the redemption that he is to accomplish on the cross: the innocent victim taking the 
sinner’s place for all our sakes. 

Today, however, I also wish to look backwards, in gratitude for the ministry of our late Holy 
Father Benedict who died last Saturday morning and whose funeral took place on Thursday. 
And I can do no better than quote some of his own words from a letter written last February, 
which is filled with Christian hope and his characteristic humility: 

“Quite soon, I shall find myself before the final judge of my life. Even though, as I look back on 
my long life, I can have great reason for fear and trembling, I am nonetheless of good cheer, for 
I trust firmly that the Lord is not only the just judge, but also the friend and brother who himself 
has already suffered for my shortcomings, and is thus also my advocate. In light of the hour of 
judgement, the grace of being a Christian becomes all the more clear to me. It grants me 
knowledge, and indeed friendship, with the judge of my life, and thus allows me to pass 
confidently through the dark door of death. In this regard, I am constantly reminded of what 
John tells us at the beginning of the Apocalypse: he sees the Son of Man in all his grandeur and 
falls at his feet as though dead. Yet He, placing his right hand on him, says to him: ‘“Do not be 
afraid! It is I…’”  

The world struggled to ‘get’ Pope Benedict. It has always been easier to label him (and dismiss 
him) as a conservative than to try and appreciate the depth and the freshness of his writing. It is 
easier to focus on the church’s shortcomings in tackling corruption and abuses under his watch, 
which he himself would acknowledge, rather than recognise his attempts to underscore the 
seriousness of these issues and reform the church’s approach. The Catholic journalist Tim 
Stanley expressed it well in the opening words of an excellent article in last weekend’s 
Telegraph: “Never has there been such a disconnect between the public perception of a man and 
the human reality.”  

All his many writings – from academic treatises to papal teaching and his insightful (and 
relatively accessible) three volumes on the person of Jesus Christ – need to be read in the light 
of a real friendship with the Lord and his own dying words: “Jesus, I love you”. As we give 
thanks for all that God has given to his church through the ministry of his faithful servant, let us 
also look forward to the unfolding of God’s purposes in each one of us with confident hope of 
the glory that awaits us. Above all, let us pray that our hearts may be set on fire with that love 
for the Lord whose friendship was the driving force of Benedict’s ministry as priest, bishop and 
pope. 

MASS INTENTIONS  

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: Saturday evening 5.30-6.15pm and 

Wednesday 12 noon–1pm. Confessions also available on request when Fr Matthew is 

available or by appointment.  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Wednesdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

Repository: Saturdays before & after Mass, and Sundays after the 9am Mass until 10.55am 

More information about parish activities and job opportunities in the diocese can be found 

on our website: www.stjosephschurchupminster.com  

Facebook: stjosephsupminster 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

7th / 8th January 2023 

Mass Book Pg 53 Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7, Acts 10:34-38, Matthew 3:13-17 

Saturday 7th Jan 

   5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

   6.30pm   Jackie Presland RIP (B’Day 70th) (Gerry) 

Sunday 8th Jan  THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

    9am   Morgan Madden RIP (Anniv) (Mary-Anne) 

   11am   People of the parish 

Monday 9th Jan 

    9.15am   Noreen Dennehy RIP (Regan) 

Tuesday 10th Jan 

    9.15am   Frank Lawrenson RIP (Mason) 

Wednesday 11th Jan 

    9.15am   Tony RIP (Bramham) 

Thursday 12th Jan 

    9.15am   Phyliss O’Neil RIP (Byrne) 

Friday 13th Jan 

    9.15am    For the intentions of Irene and Ronald Robinson 

Saturday 14th Jan 

   5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

   6.30pm   Winifred & Ronald Threadgill RIP (Threadgill) 

Sunday 15th Jan  SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

    9am   People of the parish 

   11am   Jimmy Murrin RIP (Gulvin) 



 

“May you also be the first friend of the poor, the homeless, the stranger, the sick and all who 
suffer. Act as beacons of hope, casting the light of Christ upon the world, and encouraging 
young people to discover the beauty of a life given completely to the Lord and his Church. 
Never forget that you are called to carry on, with all the enthusiasm and joy that the Spirit has 
given you, a work that others have begun, a legacy that one day you too will have to pass on to 
a new generation. Work generously and joyfully, for he whom you serve is the Lord!” (Pope 
Benedict) 

On a personal note I would like to thank all those who contributed to our Christmas 
celebrations. It was a great joy for me, in my first Christmas here, to see the church so 
beautifully decorated and even more to see it filled with people coming to worship our Saviour. 
I would also like to thank you for your generosity in contributing to the Christmas offering, and 
for the many cards and gifts received by me and my family. It is not possible to thank you all 
individually since many of these gifts were made anonymously, but I hope you will accept this 
message instead. Thank you. 

God bless you all,  Fr Matthew 

                                                  **************************** 

POPE BENEDICT XVI: Bishop Alan will be celebrating a Mass of Requiem for Pope 
Benedict this Sunday 8th January at 11.30am in Brentwood Cathedral. In addition to the requiem 
Mass already celebrated here, a Mass will be offered for him in a month’s time. Prayer cards 
will be made available as soon as they have been received. The Chapel of St Joseph will remain 
as a place of prayer for our late Holy Father until the traditional nine days of mourning are 
complete. 

CRIB: The crib, now adorned with the Magi who arrived at Epiphany, will remain in place 
until the feast of the Presentation (Candlemas) on 2nd February for all who wish to visit the 
Christ-child and give thanks for his birth. Any contributions to the crib collection will be 
gratefully received and put to good use by the Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society. There is 
also some blessed chalk by the crib, for the Epiphany custom of inscribing our doorways with 
the year and the initials of the Magi – please help yourself. 

DIARIES: The parish diaries for 2023 have now arrived and are available to purchase. 
Although we had intended to increase the price this year, in view of the late arrival we will hold 
the price at 20p for another year (but you are welcome to supplement this with a donation!). 

PAYING/GIVING BY CARD: It is now possible to make payment for repository purchases or 
give to the parish using a credit or debit card. Please speak to our repository volunteers, Fr 
Matthew, or the parish office. Please note that cash will always be accepted, this is simply 
offered as another option. 

PARISH DATABASE: We are currently renewing our parish membership database. All those 
who belong to St Joseph’s parish (including those who live outside the parish but worship here) 
are requested to register details of their household online at tinyurl.com/stjosephsup or by 
completing the registration card available in the porch. Thank you for those who have 
already done this. We are currently processing the information received; if you 
provided an email address you will receive an acknowledgement in due course and we 
intended to contact all new parishioners, but ask you to be patient! 

PARISH CENTENARY: Bishop Alan will be joining us for a celebration of Mass to 
inaugurate our centenary year at 7pm on Wednesday 25th January, the centenary of the 
opening of the first Catholic church in Upminster. Mass will be followed by a buffet and drinks 
in St Joseph’s School Hall – an occasion to celebrate and give thanks for our parish community 
and all who contribute to parish life in so many different ways. 

MOTHERS PRAYERS: Please note that Mothers Prayers will  re-start on Tuesday 10th 
January at 2pm in the social club.  Please join us. 

SOCIAL CLUB ‘GAMES NIGHT’: Games night in the social club will be extended on 
Sunday 8th January and will run from 12 noon till around 10pm.  There will be a selection of 
family games available or you can bring your own.  Contact Mike Foy on 07535 710389 if you 
want any more information. 

CWL WEDNESDAY LUNCH CLUB: The CWL Lunch club re opens on Wednesday 11th 
January at 12 noon. If you cannot make lunch pop in a little earlier for a cup of tea or coffee.  
May the CWL members take this opportunity to wish everyone a happy, healthy and peaceful 
2023 and a big thank you to everyone who has supported us during the past year.  

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR ANN PITT: Ann’s funeral will take place on 
Monday 9th January at 11.30am at English Martyrs Catholic Church, Hornchurch followed 
by a cremation at 12.40pm at South Essex Crematorium.  Please feel free to attend and support 
Ann’s family at this time. 

WINTER WARM SPACE: Open to everyone in the local community. Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings from 6pm—7.30pm starting Wednesday 7th 
December. Feel free to join us in the Winter Warm Space in St Joseph’s Social Centre, 117 St 
Mary’s Lane, Upminster, RM14 2QB. This is open to everyone. Please help spread the word. If 
you need a lift or have any questions, please email stjoscc@gmail.com  

 

                                              JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

Winifred Walker, Wilfred Hartley, Morgan Furze, Agnes Tarrant, Peggy Fagg ,Geoffrey 
Scott, Kathleen Judge, Keith Fletcher, Edward Butler , Arthur McCaffrey ,John Waters, 
Michael Judge, Kathleen Hibbert, Mary Keane, Hilary Rowley, Ronald Hart, Tadeusz 
Wichary, Joseph Conway, Henry Patience, Irene McDougall, George Cush, Margaret 
O'Neil ,Maureen Hourihan, Morgan Madden , LouiseWatts, Dorothy Keilich, Joan     
Christmas, Sidney Willis, Alice Cole,Violet Willis ,George Hume, Besmir Gjoni, John    
Edward Tarplett, Sr. Frances Egan ,Charles Geeves, Lawrence Mooney, Patrick McCue, 
Terry Sullivan, Michael Francis, Carmel O’Shea, David Redden, Margaret Josephine              
Raftery, Julia Manning, Pamela Goddard, June Nickelson, Edward Chelebik, Elizabeth 
Healy, Ellen Millett, Kathleen Brazeley, Nora Sheridan, Winifred Threadgill, Reginald 
Hammond, Mary Fox, Richard DePol, Marie Nurse, John Callanan, Clive Judge, Veronica 
Lafferty, Winifred Slade, Florence Bell, Donald Paveley, Elizabeth Brady, Derry  Lydon, 
Stanley Downey, Jean Morrell, Philomena Johnson, Thomas Murphy, Walter Goold,    
Richard McKeone, Rose Newman, Martha Greenwood, David Anderson, William Boxall, 
Constantin Titus, Ian Kelly, Nellie Cantwell, Mary Cooney, Eileen Wilson, Peggy          
Bolton ,Harry Gallagher, Sydney Stubbs, Fr. David Donnelly, Terence Hill, Frederick     
Cagney, Kathleen Ridley, Anne Fox, Albert Green, Bridget Claydon, Patrick                            
Connaughton, James  Maguire, Francis Dempsey, William Kendrick, Ian Lamont, Simon 
Thomas, Hilda Lawrence, Angela Connor, Sarah Murphy, Evelyn Sharp, Desmond        
Bennett, Katherine Phillips, Kevin Twohig, Joyce Jones, Nicolina Bastianelli, Thomas 
Molloy, Leonard Hale, Bridget Durham, Henry Nye, Philip Bleeze, John Kane, Veronica 
Deacon, Patrick Duggan, Lawrence Burke, Ciaran Moloney, Kathleen Finn, Neville Doyle,  
Ellen Barrett, Joan Finigan , Ellen Murphy , Mary Murphy, Rosina Lummis, Susan Lewis,  

Beryl Parker, John Bardwell,  Mary Turner , Jacqueline Cooper, Hilda, Mary Collis,      

Thomas & Kathleen Tevenan , Anthony Savory, Thomas McGonigle, Margaret De St Jorre,      
 & Margaret Coleman, 



 


