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Priests are expected to spend some time on retreat each year, and last month I spent the inside of 
week at Quarr Abbey on the Isle of Wight. One of the things I like to do while on retreat, 
strange thought it may sound, is to spend some time in the monk’s cemetery. Partly, I like to 
offer prayers for the dead as a small token of gratitude for the community’s hospitality. Even 
more, though, I find this is a useful reminder – a memento mori – that we exist not for this 
world, which we are merely passing through, but for the next. Today’s readings provide a 
similar reminder, and contrast our Christian hope with the limited horizons of those who can 
only think in terms of this world. Prayer for the dead is an important part of our Catholic 
tradition, one of the spiritual works of mercy, and it is a particular focus for this month of 
November, the month of the Holy Souls. You are invited to place the names of your own dead 
before the altar, and we shall remember them collectively in prayer each day. 

Following recent feedback regarding the newsletter, the first newsletter for each month will 
include the list of that month’s anniversaries, and my article will be a little briefer to make 
room. The list of sick parishioners who have asked for our prayers will also be included on a 
monthly basis (though not necessarily in the same week). I am truly grateful for all the feedback 
I have received so far, which has generally been positive and constructive and has provided 
much food for thought, including during my retreat. Just to be clear, when I provided a 
summary of some of the survey responses received a couple of weeks ago that was not meant to 
be the end of the conversation: please feel free to speak to me, email or drop me a note at any 
time if there is anything you wish to contribute. One thing I would ask is that you do always 
approach me directly. My retreat reading included a reflection on St Benedict’s warnings about 
the corrosive effect of ‘murmuring’ on community life. In a similar vein Pope Francis has 
recently spoken about the need to avoid a mindset of always complaining about things without 
doing anything about them. This is not at all the same as making constructive criticism and 
raising concerns, which are genuinely welcomed as the beginning of a dialogue leading to better 
understanding and perhaps change for the better. It is good to bring things into the open, into the 
light, rather than let them fester in the shadows. If we grumble about things we don’t like, that 
cannot possibly lead to change, but only resentment. I would therefore like to stress that it is far 
preferable for you to approach me directly if there is anything on your mind. If I hear of things 
indirectly, via a third person or via the Upminster rumour mill, then there is very little I can do 
in response; if you approach me directly then we can have a conversation, and I may be able to 
do something. I can’t promise I will always say yes, but I won’t simply say no out of hand 
either, and I will always do you the courtesy of listening!  

God bless, Fr Matthew 

*************** 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: Saturday evening 5.30-6.15pm and 
Wednesday 12 noon–1pm. Confessions also available on request when Fr Matthew is 
available or by appointment.  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Wednesdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

Repository: Saturdays before & after Mass, and Sundays after the 9am Mass until 10.55am 

More information about parish activities and job opportunities in the diocese can be found 
on our website: www.stjosephschurchupminster.com  

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
5TH / 6TH NOVEMBER 2022 

THE 32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (YEAR C) - Mass Book Pg 74 

(Macc. 7:1-2, 9-14, 2 Thess. 2:16-3:5, Luke 20:27-38) 

Sat 5th Nov             

    5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      Terry Daines RIP (Taylor) 

Sun 6th Nov   THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

   9.00am                      People of the parish 

   11.00am                      Alf Driscoll RIP (Anniv) (Family) 

Mon 7th Nov    

   09.15am                      Deceased members of the Maguire and Mitchell Family 

   10.30am   Funeral—Alan Best 

Tues 8th Nov   (With our Year 6 children) 

   9.15am    Deceased relatives of the Regan family 

Wed 9th Nov  DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA 

   09.15am                       Community of Quarr Abbey  

Thur 10th Nov  ST LEO THE GREAT, P, D   

   09.15am                      Mary Fielder RIP (Tommy & Pat Coleman) 

Frid 11th Nov  ST MARTIN OF TOURS, BP  

   09.15am   Judy Morgan RIP (Anniv) 

Sat 12th Nov  ST JOSAPHAT, BP, M  

    5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      Jim Kelly RIP (Anniv) (Mary) 

Sun 13th Nov  THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR  

    REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

   9.00am                      Anne Cooper RIP (Anniv) Jones—with church parade 

   11.00am                      People of the parish 



 PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Gerry Cahill, Michael Coady, Jeanette (Jan) Cavalier, 
Reuben Jack Dodd (Lacey), Emilia Gunn, Deborah & Paul Bussutil, Christopher Noel Ashford, 
Joan Spoor, Margaret Munnelly, Liam O’Byrne, Tom Martin, Maureen Peek, Frances Oskis, 
Maggie Ollington, Maureen Springham, Joseph Furzer, Martyn Oliver, James Nickelson, Len 
Rawlings, Stella Rogers, Wenda Cordell, Meg Nellist, John (Johnny) Hayes, Irene Stubbings, 
Janet Martin, Tony White, Nora Delor, Maureen Pain, Ian Laidlaw, Julie Cordell, Stella Owen, 
Patrick Rodgers, Mary Smith, Frank Hamilton, Christine Sejas, Jeff Woods, Anna Gawlik, 
Maureen Anderson, Patricia Mylod & Lisa Bostock.   

SCHOOL APPLICATIONS: Some Catholic schools, including St Joseph’s, Sacred Heart of 
Mary, and Campion, give priority to practicing Catholic families. This is defined as weekly 
attendance at Mass (with reasonable exceptions such as illness), and is demonstrated by a 
Certificate of Catholic Practice issued by the parish priest. If you are able to honestly state that 
you meet this criteria then you are asked to attend the church at one of the following times (no 
appointment needed, but be prepared to wait). If you do not meet this criteria but your son or 
daughter is baptised you should still apply directly to the school of your choice and submit the 
Supplementary Information Form and Baptism Certificate in order to be considered under the 
broader ‘Catholic’ category; if so then you do not need to meet with Fr Matthew. Fr Matthew 
will sign forms for non-Catholic faith schools at these times for those who meet the 
requirements of those schools. If you need a baptism certificate, please apply without delay to 
the parish where baptism occurred. The (only) times when Fr Matthew is available for this 
purpose are as follows: 

Primary School applications: Tues 15th November 4-6pm or Thurs 24th November 5-7pm. 

To save time on the day, parents are asked to register their families using the following 
link: https://tinyurl.com/stjosephsup  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: A reminder that there is a meeting for parents of children in 
year 3 or above who wish to make their first Reconciliation and first Holy Communion in the 
coming year, at 6.15pm this Monday in church. At least one parent should attend per child, 
though both are encouraged to attend. Children aren’t expected to come, but it is fine to bring 
them as well as other siblings if easier. More information about the programme including dates 
will be given at the meeting. 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CLUB:  Memberships for 2022/2023 are due and can be paid at 
the bar on a Thursday, Friday or Saturday from 7:30pm or Sunday from 7pm. New members are 
very much welcome. We will soon be publishing the World Cup games being shown and these 
will be members-only events. The Club Christmas party will be on Friday 23rd December.  All 
information on our social media channels and email mailing list - join here: https://linkpop.com/
stjosephs_cc GAMES NIGHT: The social Centre is now running a board games night every 
Sunday from 7pm.  Just bring a game and some friends.  All Social Club members are welcome, 
and you can sign up or renew your membership on the night. For more details contact Mike Foy 
on 07535 710 389. 

RIP: Please pray for the repose of the souls of Alan Best (Funeral Mass here 10.30am 
Monday), Malcolm Hallows (Funeral at SEC, 12 noon Tuesday) and Maire Barrett, and pray 
also for their families and all who mourn. 

 

‘WARM SPACE’: Many thanks for everyone who attended last week’s ‘Warm Space’ meeting. 
We are delighted to announce we will be going ahead with the project to provide warmth, food, 
drinks, companionship and transportation at the Social Centre in the winter. Furthermore, we will 
look to deliver food parcels to anyone who is physically unable to attend. We now need 
volunteers to form a working party to organise the logistics of the project. If you can offer your 
assistance please email David Leech at stjoscc@gmail.com  

LIVE SIMPLY AWARD: Celebrating our two-year anniversary November 2022 ‘Live more 
simply and sustainably, support those less fortunate and protect the environment’ ‘It’s those little 
bits of good put together that overwhelm the world’ – Archbishop Desmond Tutu.  We have 
Walked for Water/ Walked against Hunger.   Recycled.    Planted 800 bulbs and 50 saplings, 
donated by the I Dig Campaign, at St. Peter’s.  Cdot Voices Choir raised £2000 for ‘Only A 
Pavement Away’ the charity which supports the homeless and £1000 for St. Francis Hospice.  
£1000 for charity was raised from Afternoon Teas /£600 was donated to CAFOD from ‘our Go 
Green Meal’. Our amazing knitting group worked tirelessly throughout the pandemic supporting a 
multitude of charities and continues to provide items for both home and overseas.  We give a huge 
amount of money, food, household items and clothing to the Food Bank at Canning Town.  Now 
to the future Please support Cdot Voices charity Christmas concert at St. Peter’s raising money for 
the Queen’s and King George’s Hospitals.  Saturday 3rd December.  7pm to 9.30pm.  £10 adults/
children free. Raffle and refreshments.   120 tickets on sale now.  Bulb planting at St. Peter’s - 
We are hoping to collect hundreds of bulbs for our younger parishioners to plant at St. Peter’s.  
Please bring the bulbs in bags or boxes to Mass and hand them into the Repository. Tree planting 
– 100 Saplings arriving on 22nd November  ‘I Dig Campaign’ has awarded the parish another 100 
saplings.  We need 100 parishioners to take a sapling and nurture it at home until it is strong 
enough to survive at St. Peter’s.  Each tree will have a tag with the parishioner’s name for future 
reference and we will have a parish planting day in Spring. Please contact Bernadette for tickets 
and information on our on-going Live Simply Campaign 07825235717/btsocos@gmail.com. 

ST JOSEPH’S KNITTING & CRAFT GROUP: The next meeting will be on 14th November 
12.30pm-2.30pm in the social club.  We have a number of charities now that we are aiming to 
support.  If you have a particular craft that could help us we would love you to join us.  We have a 
few of our members that work from home.  If you are interested all materials etc are provided and 
can be delivered to you.  For further information please contact Yvonne Dickens 01708-228087 
or  0759-082-8884. 

CONFIRMATION: There will be an information evening for the confirmation programme on 
Tuesday 22nd November. More details next week. 

PARISH ANNIVERSARIES FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 2022: Joseph O’Hanlan, John 
McCarthy, Gertrude Brennan, Terence Clark, Maureen Downs, Ruth Davis, Harry Silverlock, Maureen 
Leonard, Ellen Russsell, Tom Murphy, Ethel Glass, Gwen Greetree, Hilda Coward, Robert O’Neil, 
Kenric Williams, Christopher Oliver, Simon Baxter, Patrick Munnelly, Timothy McCarthy, Dritan 
Qema, Nora Sheridan, Minnie Peak, Patricia Everett, Kathleen Burge, Danny Loughhead, John Tylar, 
Maureen Conlon, David Okey, Philip Brand, George Connor, Evelyn O’Flynn, Joan Day, Thomas 
Durrell, Helen Horgan, Peter Jackson, Margaret Willis, Kathleen O’Reilly, Anne Cooper, Jack Ford, 
Judy Morgan, Jim Kelly, Betty Stables, Amy O’Lochlen, Harry Black, Elizabeth Lintonbon, Kathleen 
Hart, John  Marchetti, Thomas Harding, James Redden, Hilda Constable, Christopher Murrell, Norah 
Ash, Robert Fagg, Susan McReynolds, Joseph Pereira, Fr John Harden, Czeslaw Krol, Gladys Foster, 
Alexander McTaggart, Doris McCorkell, Kathleen Brennan, Sr Agatha Lynch, Rosaleen Cartwright, 
James Servis, Julia Callagher,    Agnes(Nancy)Foreman, Josephine McGoldrick, Edward McGoldrick, 
Frederick Mason, Christopher O’Brien, Michael Maguire, Norman Drury, Mary Duffey, Terence 
O’Brien, Noreen Gower, Rev Martin Hancock, Alfred Webb, Alice Turner, Robert Leech, Catherine 
McSwan, Agnes Brennan, Dorothy Temple, Patricia Bruin, Nora Porter, John Walsh, Lilian Reiger, 
Maureen Fitzgerald, Susan Soper, Marie Ritchie, Kathleen May, Robert Holmes, Michael Glavin, Derry 
Fennell, Peggy Dukelow and Patricia Webb.   

                                            May they all rest in the eternal peace of Christ. 

THINKING OF BECOMING A CATHOLIC? There will be an introductory meeting for 
anyone who wishes to learn more about the Catholic faith, with a view to 

possibly becoming a Catholic yourself, on Monday 14th November at 8pm in the Social 
Centre. Existing Catholics are welcome for a refresher! The course, known as RCIA 

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) will take place at the same time each Monday 
thereafter until Easter. For more information please speak to or email Fr Matthew. 

https://tinyurl.com/stjosephsup
https://linkpop.com/stjosephs_cc
https://linkpop.com/stjosephs_cc


 


