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In 2016 Bishop Alan launched a diocesan-wide initiative known as ‘Stewards of the Gospel’. 
Stewards were appointed from among the laity in each parish to help identify priorities for 

evangelisation, best use of resources and ways of collaborating locally. The intention was that 
information gathered by Stewards across the diocese would enable the Bishop and others to 

make a plan for the future that would allow us to face challenges (such as decreasing numbers 
of clergy) more confidently. Various documents were produced setting out diocesan priorities, 

leading to a new diocesan Vision Document published at the end of 2018 entitled ‘Shaping our 
Future’, which set out twelve strands for renewal, and a plan for restructuring. The vision began 
with renewal to make clear that any form of restructuring must be at the service of renewing our 

approach to the church’s primary mission of sanctifying the world. The twelve renewal strands 
were (and still are): 

Charity, Justice and Social Action  Christian Life and Worship 

Education     Family 

Formation     Integration 

Leaders      Material Assets    

Prayer and Spirituality    Priests and People 

Vocations to the Priesthood   Young People 

 

Rather than presenting a list of parish mergers and closures, the restructuring plan called for 
parishes to work more collaboratively with their neighbours in groupings known as ‘Parish 

Partnerships’. Each partnership was asked to present a plan appropriate to that particular setting, 
taking into account what is already being done, and what more could be done, in each of those 
twelve areas. I know that in this particular area, in partnership with the two Hornchurch 

parishes, there were a number of meetings and various suggestions made. Unfortunately the 
covid pandemic came just as partnerships across the diocese were starting to bear fruit, and 

since then it appears that the whole process has ground to a halt.  

The pandemic not only interrupted the process, but also raised a number of questions about how 
the church engages with people. Society as a whole has experienced a number of challenges in 

the aftermath of the pandemic; we cannot simply go back to how things were and pick up where 
we left off as if nothing has changed. Bishop Alan has indicated a number of times that he 

wants to see the parishes of this diocese move forward with the local collaboration and lay 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: Saturday evening 5.30-6.15pm and 

Wednesday 12 noon–1pm. Confessions also available on request when Fr Matthew is 

available or by appointment.  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Wednesdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

Repository: Saturdays before & after Mass, and Sundays after the 9am Mass until 10.55am 

Facebook: stjosephsupminster 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
4TH / 5TH FEBRUARY 2023 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A) - Mass Book Pg 62 

(Isaiah 58:7-10, 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, Matthew 5:13-16) 

Sat 4th Feb    

   5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      People of the parish 

Sun 5th Feb   FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

    9.00am                      Edward & Danny Powell RIP (Holden) 

   11.00am                      Jimmy Murin RIP (Gulvin) 

Mon 6th Feb    ST PAUL MIKI AND COMPS, Mm 

   09.15am                      Marie Raife RIP (Raife) 

Tues 7th Feb    

   9.15am   Karen Clinton RIP (Leonard) (With year 3 children) 

Wed 8th Feb    

   9.15am   James, Josie & Johnny Manning RIP (Manning) 

  4.15pm   Reception of the body of Stella Michalkiwicz 

Thur 9th Feb     

   09.15am                      Teresa McElhinney RIP (Etchells) 

   10.30am   Funeral of Stella Michalkiwicz 

Frid 10th Feb  ST SCHOLASTICA, V  

   09.15am   John Quinn RIP (Anniv) (Quinn) 

Sat 11th Feb  OUR LADY OF LOURDES  

5.30pm—6.15pm  EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      People of the parish 

Sun 12th Feb  SIXTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

    9.00am                      Thomas Murphy RIP (Anniv) (Monaghan) 

   11.00am                      Pope Benedict RIP 



 consultation at the heart of the Stewards process and he has told us to expect some new 
guidance very soon. Since the beginning of this journey, this parish has benefitted from the hard 

work and vision of a dedicated Steward, Stephanie, who has nevertheless come to the 
conclusion that it is time to hand over responsibility to someone else. So that we are able to 

respond to whatever Bishop Alan asks of us, I would like members of the parish to think 
carefully about whether they might be called to this role. I suggest that we use the coming 

season of Lent for this discernment. If you think this could be for you, please write to me by the 
first Sunday of Lent (26th February) outlining briefly what you think you can bring to this role. 
If you don’t think it is for you but can see someone else being suited for it then please 

encourage them to apply or speak to me. The role has inevitably changed somewhat since 2016 
and things may change in the light of the forthcoming Pastoral Letter from Bishop Alan, but the 

key tasks as originally set out still seem relevant:  

• To examine their own parish, to find out what is going on and to pave the way for a plan 

for better evangelisation in and by the parish. 

• To be a source of creative inspiration, looking for new ways to evangelise. 

• To be the voice of the laity when it comes to implementing the agreed principles (set out 

in the vision document and developed in the partnership plan) in the particular local 

situation of their own parishes. 

 

I am of course happy to speak with anyone who has an interest in applying or proposing 
someone for the role, or wishes to make suggestions about what we can be doing as a parish. 

God Bless, Fr Matthew. 

                                                  **************************** 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION GROUP: The children of our parish preparing for first 
communion and first reconciliation will be attending the 11am Mass this weekend with their 

families, and will receive a lighted candle as a sign of the light of faith in Jesus Christ, the light 
of the world. Please keep them in your prayers. 

MARRIAGE WEEK: National Marriage Week, organised by a coalition of faith groups, takes 
place from 7th – 14th February, with the aim of promoting healthy marriage. Let us keep all 

married couples and those preparing for marriage in our prayers. If you are celebrating a 
significant anniversary this year please let Fr Matthew know, so that he can arrange an 

invitation to the annual Mass of Thanksgiving for Marriage and Family Life taking place in the 
Cathedral in July. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: This will be taking place during the 9am Mass, for children old 

enough to be left in the care of our catechists, up to first communion age. Parents should take 
children directly to the Social Centre on St Mary’s Lane before the start of Mass (registration 

open from 8.45) and then come to church for Mass. The children will be brought into church at 
the offertory and sit at the front for the Liturgy of the Eucharist, to be collected by parents at the 

end of Mass. NB There is NO Children’s Liturgy next week or the week after due to the half-
term break; the next Children’s Liturgy will be Sunday 26th February. 

COFFEE/TEA: After the 9am Mass coffee and tea will be available in the Social Centre – 
please do come round and chat with some other parishioners over a drink.  

PREPARING FOR LENT: Ash Wednesday is on 22nd February. The ashes we use as a sign 
of repentance are made from the previous year’s palm crosses. If you have any palms around 

your home, please bring them to church by Monday 20th February.  

RIP: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Jeff Woods, Patrick Palmer, and Stella 
Michalkiwicz of our parish, who have died recently, and please pray for their families and all 

who mourn. Stella’s body will be received into church at 4.15pm on Wednesday 8th February 

and her funeral Mass will be here on Thursday 9th February at 10.30am. Patrick’s funeral 

Mass will be here on Monday 20th February also at 10.30am. Jeff’s funeral is at South Essex 
Crematorium on Thursday 23rd February at 10.40am.  Mary Smith has also died and her 

funeral will be held on Friday 10th February 2023 at Herongate Wood Cemetery.  More 
information can be obtained via the parish office (222432). 

ST JOSEPH’S BAPTISM PREPARATION GROUP: Are you interested in joining the 

baptism team / assisting with monthly baptisms in the parish on a rotational basis? It involves 
volunteering an hour to welcome baptism families into the church and assisting Fr Matthew 
where required. If you would like to join this friendly group please email the presbytery. 

CARD/CONTACLESS GIVING: The work of our parish is made possible by the generous 
contributions of parishioners and visitors. In addition to the existing options of standing order, 
cash/cheque in the collection at Mass, and online via the diocesan website 

(dioceseofbrentwood.net/donations), it is now possible to give using a credit or debit card or a 
contactless device using the self-service donation point in the porch. Taxpayers are asked to 

provide some details for Gift Aid the first time you give by card, even if you are already 
registered for Gift Aid – this will be linked to your card for future donations. Please follow the 

instructions on the screen. We are also able to accept card payments for Repository purchases, 
and in the office for Mass offerings and Hall bookings. 

REPOSITORY: The Repository now has cards and gifts for First Holy Communion.  If 

anyone would like to view other items which we can order we will have the catalogue in the 
Repository from this week.  We also have Easter Cards and a new range of rosaries. 

THREE COURSE FRENCH EVENING SUPPER for BRENTWOOD CATHOLIC 
CHILDREN's SOCIETY - Saturday 18th February 2023 in the social centre after 6.30pm 
mass.  If you wish to attend please email me with how many places to reserve at £15 each for 
a three course French themed meal. The main course will be a chicken dish. I am not yet 
decided on coq au vin or chicken in a mild Dijon mustard sauce. Drinks are sold by the Club's 
bar. Please write the subject line of your email in this format: 'French John Smith 4 
places'. My email is dom.argenthall@btinternet.com  To pay (beforehand please) write 
'FRENCH, your name and number of tickets' on the outside of an envelope and enclose in it 
cash or a cheque made payable to D ARGENT-HALL - then post through the presbytery letter 
box.  Of 60 places 34 have been taken. The closing date for reserving a place is Friday 10th 
Feb 23 because I need to finalise numbers and then place orders for food. 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 2023: Join Bishop Alan in Lourdes from 
Monday 24th to Saturday 29th July. We can support those with medical needs. For further 
information, please 'phone Tangney Tours on 01732 886 666 or book online: Brentwood 
Lourdes - Lourdes - Tangney Tours (tangneytours.com). 

SPONSORED SLEEPOUT 2023: Caritas Diocese of Brentwood is inviting people from the 
night of March 31st 2023 (9pm) to the morning of April 1st (8:30am), to join this 
year's Sponsored Sleepout . Morre info available at:  www.caritasbrentwood.org/sleepout 

http://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/donations/?parish=upminster
mailto:dom.argenthall@btinternet.com
http://www.caritasbrentwood.org/sleepout


 


