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In our gospels for this week and next we encounter an important Advent figure: John the 
Baptist, Our Lord’s cousin, sent to prepare the way for his coming and bear witness to him. His 
preaching style does not make for comfortable listening, but the call to repentance is one we all 
need to hear if we are to be truly ready to receive all that Christ wishes to give us. The message 
of love and mercy is implicit in this call, for there is no point in repenting if we do not believe 
in a God who offers us another chance. Though Our Lord will come as judge at the end of time, 
his first coming was to set us free from slavery to sin and death and restore us to friendship with 
God. He comes among us now through the life of his church so that we might experience in a 
personal way the love and mercy of God and the friendship he wishes to share with us.   

Last week I suggested regular use of the Sacrament of Reconciliation as a resolution for Advent 
and beyond, a means of opening our hearts to the grace that renews our baptismal holiness. This 
week I would like to make some brief observations about this wonderful sacrament of 
forgiveness. First of all, human pride can make us resistant to baring our soul in this way, or 
make us think we don’t need it, or even think we are beyond forgiveness. We are called to 
imitate the humility of the one who came down from heaven and made himself small for our 
sake. God wants to forgive and does all the hard work, if only we do this small thing that he 
asks of us: naming our sins before the one who represents Christ in this sacrament and with his 
authority declares ‘your sins are forgiven’. 

Secondly, I wish to stress the absolute secrecy of the seal of the confessional, something which 
has come under attack recently from those who don’t fully appreciate how the sacrament works 
in practice. I can give my absolute assurance on this point: the seal is utterly sacrosanct. There 
can be no exceptions, otherwise we would no longer be able to have confidence that the 
sacrament is truly a private encounter between penitent and Christ, mediated by the priest. I am, 
however, arranging for a small glazed panel to be installed in the confessional door in 
accordance with current good practice, not to undermine the secrecy of the confessional but for 
the protection of priest and penitent, and to serve the practical purpose of making it more 
obvious when confessions are available.  

Lastly, a word about the different forms of the sacrament. The ordinary form is the individual 
meeting of priest and penitent, whether in the confessional or elsewhere, either at an advertised 
time or on request. This can be a daunting prospect but please be reassured that priests are used 
to helping people who come to confession after a long gap. The second form is individual 
confession and absolution in the context of a penitential service which includes collective 
preparation for the sacrament: I am planning such a service shortly before Christmas. There is 
another extraordinary form known as general absolution, intended for emergency situations (the 
classic examples are a plane about to crash, or soldiers about to enter battle), with the 
understanding that if the emergency passes then those absolved in this way should avail 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: Saturday evening 5.30-6.15pm and 
Wednesday 12 noon–1pm. Confessions also available on request when Fr Matthew is 
available or by appointment.  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Wednesdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

Repository: Saturdays before & after Mass, and Sundays after the 9am Mass until 10.55am 

More information about parish activities and job opportunities in the diocese can be found 
on our website: www.stjosephschurchupminster.com  

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
2ND / 3RD DECEMBER 2022 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A) - Mass Book Pg 28 

(Isaiah 11:-10, Romans 15:4-9, Matthew 3:1-12) 

Sat 3rd Dec            ST FRANCIS XAVIER, PR 

    5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      Len Jones RIP (Carter / Jones) 

Sun 4th Dec   SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

    9.00am                      Rosemary Underwood RIP (Anniv 10th) 

   11.00am                      People of the parish 

Mon 5th Dec    

   09.15am                      Mary O’Connell RIP (Richards) 

Tues 6th Dec    

   9.15am    Anne Ruane RIP (Campbell Family) (with our year 2 children) 

Wed 7th Dec  ST AMBROSE, BP, D 

   09.15am                       Peter Hatton RIP (Lonergan) 

   12 noon   Funeral—John Dobinson 

Thur 8th Dec  THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED             
    VIRGIN MARY   

   09.15am                      Francis Joseph, Teresa Joseph & Raphael Cross RIP 

Frid 9th Dec    

   09.15am   Jenny Maplesden RIP (Birthday) (Paul) 

Sat 10th Dec   

    5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      People of the parish 

Sun 11th Dec  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

    9.00am                      Bernard Barrett RIP (Anniv) (Family) 

   11.00am                      Bridie O’Neill RIP (Anniv) (Adele) 



 themselves of the sacrament in the ordinary way.  

In all this the church’s aim is to make divine mercy as freely available as possible, conditional 
only upon our desire to receive it, and to receive it on his (generous and easy) terms not ours!  

I wish you all a happy and fruitful Advent. God bless, Fr Matthew 

                                                   **************************** 

PARISH CENTENARY: Bishop Alan will be joining us for a celebration of Mass to 
inaugurate our centenary year at 7pm on Wednesday 25th January, the centenary of the opening 
of the first Catholic church in Upminster. Mass will be followed by a celebratory buffet and 
drinks. 

CHRISTMAS CARD AND LETTER: Those attending Mass or receiving Holy Communion 
at home this weekend should receive a parish Christmas Card and letter from Fr Matthew. 
There are also some envelopes in the porch containing the same letter and card – if you know of 
someone who has not been to Mass for a while, please take an envelope and give it to them. 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES: As Christmas falls on a Sunday this year, to avoid confusion 
we will follow our usual weekend pattern of Masses: 6.30pm on Christmas Eve, and 9am and 
11am on Christmas morning. Additionally, there will be a ‘midnight’ Mass at 11pm on 
Christmas Eve, with carols from 10.30pm.   

PARISH CENSUS: All parishioners are asked to register their details so that we can rebuild 
our parish database. Some groups have already been asked to do so e.g. parents requesting 
school forms and those joining the first holy communion and confirmation programmes, in 
which case you do not need to do so again. Everyone who hasn’t done so yet is asked to register 
details of their household online at tinyurl.com/stjosephsup (or scan QR code) or by 
completing the registration card available in the porch. 

JOHN DOBINSON RIP: The funeral Mass for John Dobinson will take place here on 
Wednesday 7th December at 12 noon. Consequently there is no holy hour that day. 

HEATING UPDATE: The heating is now working, albeit at reduced capacity, and it is hoped 
that we will be able to restore full capacity soon. Thanks to the generosity of parishioners past 
and present we are in the fortunate position of being able to cover the cost of the work, which is 
not insubstantial, from offertory income. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next session for children is this Monday after school. 
Please note that the session for parents has been moved to next Monday 12th December. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Gerry Cahill, 
Michael Coady, Jeanette (Jan) Cavalier, Reuben Jack Dodd (Lacey), Emilia Gunn, Deborah & 
Paul Bussutil, Christopher Noel Ashford, Joan Spoor, Margaret Munnelly, Liam O’Byrne, Tom 
Martin, Maureen Peek, Frances Oskis, Maggie Ollington, Maureen Springham, Joseph Furzer, 
Martyn Oliver, James Nickelson, Len Rawlings, Stella Rogers, Wenda Cordell, Meg Nellist, 
John (Johnny) Hayes, Irene Stubbings, Janet Martin, Tony White, Nora Delor, Maureen Pain, 
Ian Laidlaw, Julie Cordell, Stella Owen, Patrick Rodgers, Mary Smith, Frank Hamilton, 
Christine Sejas, Jeff Woods, Anna Gawlik, Maureen Anderson, Patricia Mylod & Lisa Bostock.   

NEW MUSIC GROUP: Continuing this week there will be an informal group open to all 

musicians of every age and ability to come and share in some music making, as well as anyone 
who wants to come along and listen, on Wednesdays from 4-5pm in the Social Centre. The 

Social Centre will remain open afterwards for anyone who wants to drop in for a cup of tea or 
coffee or a chat. Please note that under 18s must be accompanied by a responsible adult. 

ADVENT REFLECTIONS: Each week during Advent, starting this week, there will be a talk 

and discussion relating to the season of Advent, on Thursday afternoons from 4-5pm in the 
Social Centre. The Social Centre will remain open afterwards for anyone who wants to drop in 
for a cup of tea or coffee or a chat. Please note that under 18s must be accompanied by a 
responsible adult. 

WINTER WARM SPACE: Open to everyone in the local community.  Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings from 6pm—7.30pm starting Wednesday 7th 
December.  Feel free to join us in the Winter Warm Space in St Joseph’s Social Centre, 117 St 
Mary’s Lane, Upminster, RM14 2QB.  This is open to everyone.  Please help spread the word.  
If you need a lift or have any questions, please email stjoscc@gmail.com 

BRENTWOOD DIOCESAN DIRECTORY 2023: Please note that copies of the Diocesan 
Directory are now available from the back of the church priced £2.95.  Please put the money in 
the wall box labelled ‘newspapers’. Thank you. 

CALLING ALL RED MISSIO BOXES: It’s that time of year again when we need to collect 
the red Missio boxes. Please take a brown envelope from the back of the church and empty the 
contents of your red box into it.  These envelopes should then be dropped into the presbytery  
before Sunday 4th December. The money can then be banked before the end of the year. 
Thank you for the donations as we continue to support Missio around the world. 

SACRED HEART OF MARY GIRLS SCHOOL CAROL SERVICE:  Please join us on 
Tuesday 13th December 2022 at 7pm for our annual carol service in St Joseph’s Church.  
Parishioners welcome. 

CWL NOTICES: Our Lunch club on 14th December, will be a lunch with a Christmas 
theme.  Please come along and enjoy a couple of hours with us.  All welcome.  On 21st 
December, our last lunch for 2022, we will open the lunch with a prayer service lead by Father 
Matthew.  This will be followed by a light lunch and refreshments. Everyone is welcome.  The 
lunch club will be reopening on Wednesday 11th, January  at 12 noon. 

CANNING TOWN/ROYAL DOCKS:  Many thanks for the extremely generous Christmas 
collection.  You raised a total of £1,457, plus gift aid from last year of £308 - a total 

£1,763.  This will be a great help to both parishes in these difficult times. 

 

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: William Smith, Alex Hendry, Laurence O'Brien, 
Magdalene McGhie, Rosemary Underwood, Catherine Dupee, Geoffrey Marshall, Julia 
Farrier, John Redfern, Henry Jarvis, Gladys Morgan, Herbert Joyce, John Winn, James 
Cavanagh, Patrick O’Malley, Fr Drea, Desmond Sheridan, Fr Healy, John Young, Nora 
Fleming, Fred McCardle, Philip Broughton, Marion Abdilla, Katlyn Donovan, Julia Rix, 
James Sena, Albert Willis, Ron Panzavecchia, Nellie Durey, Joseph Cosgrave, Derek Cox, 
James Balfe, Bernard John Barrett, Ron Howard, Fr Frank Kerrigan, Ellen Biggs, Tom 
Connolly, Mary Cosgrove, Ellen Lockey,  Honora Ferriter, Jean Rover, Mary Willsmer, 
Joseph McEnnerney, John Garwood, Thomas McKenzie, Mary Allistone, Patrick Ruane, 
Aida Kidd, Marion Lamont Wilfred Mowat, Ellen  Davis, Anthony Januszka, Kathleen 
Connolly, Stanley Armstrong, Denis Scott, John Coppin, Joanne Cozens, John McKeown, 
Louis Precieux,  Peter Watson, Eva Furze, Irene Roberts, Mary Bardwell, Edna Stanley, 
Ruby Cullen, Mignon (Mitzi) Williams, Margaret Newman, Mary Cagney, Mary Parsons, 
Pamela Martin, George Kinghorn, Mary Clarke, Rosie Stacey, Eileen Milne, Mary Harkins, 
Michael Tuohy & Bridie Tuohy, Elizabeth Loughead, Paddy Keating, Nevill Mattis, Denis 
Healy, Vittoria Maria Rossi, Mary Lacey, Margaret Crowley, Ronald Carver, Gerry Collins, 
Sheila Eaels, Wiktor Wojtecki, Reginald Harvey,  Doris Skinner, Bridget Sutherland, 
Florence Burt, Maria Seddon, Hannah Eustace, Emily Haran, Jennifer Browning, Christopher 
Pennell, Anthony Brady, Nellie Murphy, Ben Archer, Margaret Coleman, Margaret Main,  & 
Sylvia Sarson. 



 


