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With the falling of leaves and the shortening of days, this time of year lends itself to thoughts of 
our mortality. It is never easy to be reminded of this unavoidable fact of life. Perhaps that is 
why at this time of year so many people prefer to make light of things which we associate with 
our human frailty, things we might ordinarily be fearful of. For us, though this coming month 
dedicated to the Holy Souls – those who need our prayers to help them on the last part of their 
journey – begins with a true celebration, rejoicing in the great multitude who have already come 
fully into the light which conquers all darkness.  

All Saints day has its origins in an annual commemoration of the rededication of the Pantheon 
in Rome, a pagan temple dedicated to ‘all the gods’, turned into a Christian church dedicated to 
Our Lady and All the Martyrs. The origins of the current date are a little obscure, but it seems 
that the celebration has long been linked to prior pagan festivals honouring the dead, in order to 
underscore, as with the rededication of the temple, that all things come to their fulfilment in 
Christ and that in him all may have eternal life.  All Saints day is counted as one of the greatest 
days of the church’s calendar, one of the holy days when all Catholics are expected to make 
every effort to be at Mass. In a real sense it is ‘our’ day, because we are all called to be saints: 
this feast day holds before us the promise of what we are to become, and the assurance that God 
will give us every help we need to get there. The biggest mistake we can make regarding the 
saints is to imagine that they are somehow completely different from the rest of us. The Saints 
commemorated on this day include those who are formally recognised as such by the Church, as 
well as those not known by name who have nevertheless attained the reward of those whose 
lives have been lived completely for Christ. Together they make up that part of the Body of 
Christ we call the ‘Church Triumphant’, those who have already run the race and are now 
standing at the finish line urging the rest of us on. They want us to be with them, and can help 
us both by their example of Christ-centred lives, and by their prayers. May we too long to be in 
their company, as we enjoy their friendship even now. 

The following day, All Souls day, sets before us the hopeful doctrine of Purgatory. Hopeful, 
because it teaches us that though we are made for the perfect life of heaven, we don’t need to 
have attained perfection in this life. Most of us are still works-in-progress even when we draw 
our last breath, because there is still a part of us which doesn’t want to let go of the things which 
seem so important in this world – status, possessions, grudges – things which have no place in 
heaven, yet are deeply rooted in us. The good news is that God wants us with him, and once this 
earthly life is over, he will continue to make us ready for that place he has made ready for us. 
Although we sometimes associate the word purgatory with painful torment, we should bear in 
mind that the separation of soul and body at the point of death means that there can be no 
physical or bodily suffering. Being cleansed of the residue of sinful selfishness that clings to us 
may not be an entirely enjoyable process, but it is one that will be eased by the certain 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: Saturday evening 5.30-6.15pm and 
Wednesday 12 noon–1pm. Confessions also available on request when Fr Matthew 
is available or by appointment.  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Wednesdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

Repository: Saturdays before & after Mass, and Sundays after the 9am Mass until 
10.55am 

More information about parish activities and job opportunities in the diocese can be 
found on our website: www.stjosephschurchupminster.com  

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
29TH / 30th October 2022 

THE 31st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (YEAR C) - Mass Book Pg 72 

(Wisdom 11.22-12.2, 2 Thess. 1.11-2.2, Luke 19.1-10) 

Sat 29th Oct              

    5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      Eileen Furzer RIP (Anniv) 

Sun 30th Oct  THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

   9.00am                      People of the parish 

   11.00am                      Maureen Baillache RIP (Anniv) (Claude) 

Mon 31st Oct    

   09.15am                      Fr Pat Sammon RIP (PACT) 

Tues 1st Nov   ALL SAINTS—HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 

   10.00am             People of the parish 

 8pm   Terry Smith RIP (Ita and family) 

Wed 2nd Nov  ALL SOULS 

   09.15am                       Veronica ‘Nicky’ Kelleher RIP (Talbot) 

Thur 3rd Nov     

   09.15am                      Frank & Peggy Leonard RIP (Anniv) 

Frid 4th Nov   ST CHARLES BORROMEO, BP 

   09.15am   For the intentions of Lisa Bostock 

Sat 5th Nov    

    5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      Terry Daines RIP (Taylor) 

Sun 6th Nov   THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

   9.00am                      People of the parish 

   11.00am                      Alf Driscoll RIP (Anniv) (Family) 



 
knowledge we will have that we are moving ever closer to the life for which we are made, fully 
in the presence of God. These brothers and sisters, who we call the Holy Souls, are also living 
members of the body of Christ, sometimes called the ‘Church Penitent’. Those of us who are 
still pilgrims on earth, known as the ‘Church Militant’, are united to them by our prayers, and 
we can and should pray for those we do not know, as well as those dear to us. Christ’s work of 
perfecting these holy souls is something that he wishes to share with the whole Body of Christ, 
which is why our prayers and the Masses we offer for the dead can help them in a mysterious 
way. In arranging things this way Our Lord, who knows how important it is for us to be able to 
do something for our beloved dead, strengthens the bonds between us so that the separation 
wrought by death can be overcome, anticipating that day when we shall be fully reunited, body 
and soul, to live forever in his kingdom of unsurpassed joy.  

Saints of God, come to our aid. May the Souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace.  God bless you all, Fr Matthew 

*************** 

ALL SAINTS DAY (Tuesday 1st November): This is a holy day of obligation, and Mass will 
be celebrated for the parish at 10am and 8pm (not 9.15am). There will be a Mass for St 
Joseph’s primary school in the afternoon, and Fr Matthew will be celebrating a lunchtime Mass 
in the chapel at Sacred Heart of Mary school.  

SCHOOL APPLICATIONS: Some Catholic schools, including St Joseph’s, Sacred Heart of 
Mary, and Campion, give priority to practicing Catholic families. This is defined as weekly 
attendance at Mass (with reasonable exceptions such as illness), and is demonstrated by a 
Certificate of Catholic Practice issued by the parish priest. If you are able to honestly state that 
you meet this criteria then you are asked to attend the church at one of the following times (no 
appointment needed, but be prepared to wait). If you do not meet this criteria but your son or 
daughter is baptised you should still apply directly to the school of your choice and submit the 
Supplementary Information Form and Baptism Certificate in order to be considered under the 
broader ‘Catholic’ category; if so then you do not need to meet with Fr Matthew. Fr Matthew 
will sign forms for non-Catholic faith schools at these times for those who meet the 
requirements of those schools. If you need a baptism certificate, please apply without delay to 
the parish where baptism occurred. The (only) times when Fr Matthew is available for this 
purpose are as follows: 

Primary School applications: Tues 15th November 4-6pm or Thurs 24th November 5-7pm. 

To save time on the day, parents are asked to register their families using the following 
link: https://tinyurl.com/stjosephsup  

THINKING OF BECOMING A CATHOLIC? If you wish to learn more about the Catholic 
faith, with a view to possibly becoming a Catholic yourself, please contact Fr Matthew as soon 
as possible. It would help if you could send an email to the parish address with 'RCIA' as the 
subject. (RCIA stands for 'Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults' and is the name we give to this 
journey). Look out for information in the next couple of weeks about an introductory meeting 
for all who are interested.  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: There will be a meeting for parents of children in year 3 or 
above who wish to make their first Reconciliation and first Holy Communion in the coming 
year, at 6.15pm on Monday 7th November in church. At least one parent should attend per 
child, though both are encouraged to attend. Children aren’t expected to come, but it is fine to 
bring them as well as other siblings if easier. The course will consist of 12 sessions taking place 
after school on Mondays, as well as four parent’s sessions. You will receive a list of dates at the 
meeting. First communion children and their parents are expected to attend Mass every 
weekend as an integral part of their preparation, and there will be four Sundays during the 
course when all children will come to Sunday Mass together.  

 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL ‘OPEN EVENING’: St Joseph's Catholic 
Primary School is holding an 'Open Evening' on Thursday 3rd November at 6:30pm for parents 
of children who are due to start school in September 2023 (born between 01/09/2018 and 
31/08/2019). There is no need to book. 

CWL NOTICES: Our next lunch club will be on Wednesday 2nd November in the social 
centre starting at 12 noon—everybody welcome! 

ALAN BEST RIP: Please pray for the repose of  Alan Best who died recently and for all who 

mourn.  Alan’s funeral will be held here at St Joseph’s on Monday 7th November at 10.30am. 

ST JOSEPH'S 5th UPMINSTER GUIDES: We have restarted Guides 10yrs upwards at St 
Peter's Catholic Centre on Thursday evenings from 7.00pm—8.30pm. Interested in joining our 
friendly group please contact:-dianeconsultants@gmail.com 

CDOT VOICES CHARITY CONCERT IN AID OF QUEEN’S AND KING GEORGE’S 
HOSPITAL: St Peter’s Centre, Cranham.  Saturday 3rd December 7pm—9.30pm featuring the 
Year 3 and 4 choirs from St Joseph’s School.  £10 adults  Children—free.  Tickets from 
Bernadette Tsocos on 0782-523-5717 or from the repository at the weekends. 

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE: For those who have a loved one remembered within the grounds 
of Walsingham House at Abbotswick there will be a special Mass of Remembrance on Sunday 
6th November at 2.30pm in the Chapel with light refreshments afterwards. For more information 
or to book a place please contact Joe via email josephbeattie@dioceseofbrentwood.org   

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CLUB:  Memberships for 2022/2023 are due and can be paid at the 
bar on a Thursday, Friday or Saturday from 7:30pm or Sunday from 7pm. New members are very 

much welcome. We will soon be publishing the World Cup games being shown and these will be 
members-only events. The Club Christmas party will be on Friday 23rd December.  All 

information on our social media channels and email mailing list - join here: https://linkpop.com/
stjosephs_cc 

BCYS YOUTH MASS & DAVID WELLS: BCYS are pleased to welcome David Wells to the 
November Youth Mass being held at 6pm on Thursday 3

rd
 November at Brentwood Cathedral. 

David is a celebrated Catholic motivational speaker and writer. He is engaging and funny, often 
drawing on his experiences to help guide and inspire others. He offers words of encouragement 

and affirmation for young people and those working with them. The evening will begin at 6pm 
with refreshments in parish hall, before David leads the input focused around discernment at 
6.30pm. Mass will then be celebrated in the Cathedral at 7.30pm. Youth Mass is suitable for 

those in Yr9 and above. 

‘WARM SPACE’: Many thanks for everyone who attended last week’s ‘Warm Space’ meeting. 
We are delighted to announce we will be going ahead with the project to provide warmth, food, 

drinks, companionship and transportation at the Social Centre in the winter. Furthermore, we will 
look to deliver food parcels to anyone who is physically unable to attend. We now need 
volunteers to form a working party to organise the logistics of the project. If you can offer your 

assistance please email David Leech at stjoscc@gmail.com  

WORLD YOUTH SUNDAY 20TH NOVEMBER 2022: World Youth Sunday is a unique 
opportunity to celebrate the role and significance of young people in the Catholic Church in 
England and Wales, along with the global Church. A representative of The Brentwood Catholic 

Youth Service will be speaking about their work, and holding second collection on this weekend. 
(you can also donate online at www.bcys.net/donate  Anything you can give is so greatly 

appreciated, as any money raised on will go towards supporting those in need of financial support 
to go on pilgrimages and to events, as well as allowing us to continue running our events, provide 

support and training to those working with young people and so much more.  And of course, 
please do pray for all young people in your parish, in our Diocese and around the world. 
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