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Last Wednesday we welcomed Bishop Alan to mark the 100th anniversary of the opening of the 
first St Joseph’s Church, on Sunnyside Gardens, and to begin our year of centenary celebration. 
It was wonderful to see so many of you and to welcome a former priest of the parish Fr Gerald 
Gostling (other priests who have served here sent their good wishes but were unable to join us 
in person).  

Wednesday was the Feast of the Conversion of St Paul and the gospel passage for this feast 
prompts us to reflect on whether other people can notice the difference that being a follower of 
Christ makes to our lives. The difference which other people can hopefully see in us, as 
individuals and as a community, is a radical commitment to love. To love especially those who 
are difficult to love. And certainly, to love each other, even if we might occasionally have 
differences of opinion. A common observation among contemporaries of the first Christians 
was ‘see how these Christians love each other’. A love that flowed from a deep conviction that 
every single person matters because every single person is precious to God and loved by him, 
who sent his Son to reconcile all people to himself – a conviction that couldn’t be taken for 
granted outside the Christian community in the ancient world, or today. We are all called to be 
signs of God’s kingdom of love, pointing beyond ourselves and beyond this world, to the one 
who offers us the fullness of life, and calls us a new way of being that accords with status as 
sons and daughters of God. 

Marking the anniversary of a church building that isn’t even here any more also prompts us to 
reflect on the significance of our present church building, built in 1939. Church buildings are 
also signs. Signs of the commitment of a community for whom gathering for worship is the 
summit and source of all their activity, and who gave whatever they could to erect a fitting 
temple to his glory. Signs of God’s presence in our world today through the life of his church. 
Signs of God’s love, made visible on the cross, a perfect sacrifice that is renewed each day on 
the altar at the heart of each church building.  

A building is one of two key images St Paul uses for the community of faith. “God’s temple is 
sacred” he tells the Christians in Corinth “and you together are that temple”. The other key 
image is a body - the body of Christ. An image that emphasises our closeness to Christ, and 
therefore to each other, and is used also to emphasise the part each of us has to play in the life 
of the church – as many different parts as there are members, but each absolutely necessary! 

 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: Saturday evening 5.30-6.15pm and 

Wednesday 12 noon–1pm. Confessions also available on request when Fr Matthew is 

available or by appointment.  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Wednesdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

Repository: Saturdays before & after Mass, and Sundays after the 9am Mass until 10.55am 

More information about parish activities and job opportunities in the diocese can be found 

on our website: www.stjosephschurchupminster.com  

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
28TH / 29TH JANUARY 2023 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A) - Mass Book Pg 60 

(Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13, Corinthians 1:26-31, Matthew 5:1-12) 

Sat 28th Jan  ST THOMAS AQUINAS, Pr, D 

   5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      People of the parish 

Sun 29th Jan  FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

    9.00am                      Tony Savory RIP (Anniv) (Family) 

   11.00am                      Gill Hislop RIP (Catton) 

Mon 30th Jan    

   09.15am                      Karen Clinton RIP (Talbot) 

Tues 31st Jan   ST JOHN BOSCO, PR 

   9.15am   Margaret De St Jorre RIP (Anniv) (With year 4 children) 

Wed 1st Feb    

   9.15am   Pauline Clark & Walter Enns RIP (Holden) 

Thur 2nd Feb  THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD   

   09.15am                      Irene Robinson’s Intentions 

Frid 3rd Feb   ST ANNE LINE, M 

   09.15am   Kathleen Webb RIP (Monaghan) 

Sat 4th Feb    

5.30pm—6.15pm  EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      People of the parish 

Sun 5th Feb   FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

    9.00am                      Edward & Danny Powell RIP (Holden) 

   11.00am                      Jimmy Murin RIP (Gulvin) 



 

This and every church building exists primarily for the celebration of Mass. As Catholic 
Christians, our weekly or even daily gathering at the altar is our defining act, our raison d’etre. 
The one who was placed in a feeding trough in the town called ‘House of Bread’, is our bread 
of life, who urges us to feast on his flesh and blood so that we may have life everlasting. That is 
why we are here Sunday by Sunday; that is why our forebears made sacrifices in order to build 
a place where the Mass could be offered; and that is why their predecessors were ready to risk 
everything to attend Mass secretly. 

Here we receive everything we need: but from here we go out into the world, mindful of 
Christ’s parting words. The dismissal is not ‘go home’ but ‘go and bear witness. Proclaim the 
good news, by your words and your actions. Take Christ to those who do not yet know him or 

know their need of him.’ As we celebrate our centenary year, and give thanks for all that has 
been and is being done in this community, let us pray that our hearts may be set on fire with 

love for him, who we meet at the altar, in each other, and in those we serve. Please take one of 
the commemorative prayer cards (large and small versions available), perhaps keep it in a bible 

or missal or prayer book, and use the prayers during the year. There are plenty so please ask if 
there are no more in the porch. 

God Bless, Fr Matthew. 

                                                  **************************** 

RIP: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Jeff Woods, Patrick Palmer, Mary Smith and 
Stella Michalkiwicz of our parish, who have died recently, and please pray for their families 

and all who mourn. Stella’s funeral Mass will be here on Thursday 9th February, Patrick’s 
funeral Mass will be here on Monday 20th February, both 10.30am and Jeff’s funeral will be 
at South Essex Crematorium on Thursday 23rd February at 10.40am. 

PAYING/GIVING BY CARD: It is now possible to make payment for repository purchases or 
give to the parish using a credit or debit card. Please speak to our repository volunteers, Fr 
Matthew, or the parish office. Please note that cash will always be accepted, this is simply 

offered as another option. Shortly a contactless device will be installed in the porch where it 
will be possible to give using a credit or debit card or a contactless device using a self-service 

donation point.  More details will follow in due course. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: From today, a Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be taking place 
during the 9am Mass, for children old enough to be left in the care of our catechists, up to first 

communion age. Parents should take children directly to the Social Centre on St Mary’s Lane 
before the start of Mass (registration open from 8.45) and then come to church for Mass. The 

children will be brought into church at the offertory and sit at the front for the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist, to be collected by parents at the end of Mass. 

COFFEE/TEA: After the Sunday 9am Mass coffee and tea will be available in the Social 

Centre – please do come round and chat with some other parishioners over a drink. To celebrate 
the first week there will also be some cake and pastries available! 

OPEN PARISH MEETING: All members of the parish are invited to an open meeting on 
Sunday 5th March at 4pm. As well as raising any issues or asking any questions you may have, 

this is an opportunity to discuss plans to commemorate the centenary of our parish community. 

SAFETY: Especially in the dark, please be aware of the low walls across the front of the 
Church car park and Presbytery driveway. Unfortunately someone tripped over one of these 

walls last week. Those using the step free route out of the church are advised to walk all the 
away across the front of the Presbytery and exit via the wide vehicle gap to the right of the tree. 

Additional lighting and other safety measures will be investigated and installed as a matter of 
urgency.  

CWL NOTICES: WEDNESDAY LUNCH CLUB: The next CWL Lunch club will be on 

Wednesday 1st February at 12 noon. If you cannot make lunch please feel free to pop in a 
little earlier for a cup of tea or coffee.  Also, on the first Friday of each month starting this 

Friday 3rd February the CWL will be hosting a coffee morning in the social centre.  
Everybody welcome—please pop along and join us. 

WINTER WARM SPACE: Open to everyone in the local community. Wednesday, Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday evenings from 6pm—7.30pm. Feel free to join us in the Winter Warm 
Space in St Joseph’s Social Centre, 117 St Mary’s Lane, Upminster, RM14 2QB. This is open 
to everyone. Please help spread the word. If you need a lift or have any questions, please email 

stjoscc@gmail.com  

ST JOSEPH’S KNITTING & CRAFT GROUP: Our next meeting will be on 13th 
February at 12.30pm in the social club.  After 2022 being such a success with many charities 

supported, we look forward to 2023 and hopefully another successful year.  If you would like 
to join our friendly  group whether to knit, crochet, sew or any other interesting craft, we 

would welcome you to join us.  For further information please contact Yvonne Dickens 01708-
228087. 

THREE COURSE FRENCH EVENING SUPPER for BRENTWOOD CATHOLIC 

CHILDREN's SOCIETY - Saturday 18th February 2023 in the social centre after 6.30pm 

mass.  If you wish to attend please email me with how many places to reserve at £15 each for 
a three course French themed meal. The main course will be a chicken dish. I am not yet 

decided on coq au vin or chicken in a mild Dijon mustard sauce. Drinks are sold by the Club's 
bar. Please write the subject line of your email in this format: 'French John Smith 4 

places'. My email is dom.argenthall@btinternet.com  To pay (beforehand please) write 

'FRENCH, your name and number of tickets' on the outside of an envelope and enclose in it 
cash or a cheque made payable to D ARGENT-HALL - then post through the presbytery letter 

box. 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL VACANCIES: Unusually, St Joseph's 
School has three vacancies in their current Reception Year. If you hear of parents wishing 

to transfer their child to the school, please ask them to email office@st-josephs.havering.sch.uk 
for further information.  

BRENTWOOD CATHOLIC YOUTH SERVICE: The deadline to register for the BCYS 

Summer Lourdes Pilgrimage, open to year 10 and above, is this coming Tuesday. Financial 
assistance is available from the parish. Also, the February Youth Mass takes place this 

Thursday 2nd February in Brentwood, with food from 6pm. Visit bcys.net for more 
information about both events. 
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