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On this fifth Sunday of Lent our preparation for Easter moves up a notch liturgically: we deny 
ourselves the sacred images that normally aid our devotion so that we can enter more fully into 
the desolation of the passion and thus come with renewed hearts to the joy of Easter – part of 
the ‘letting go’ that characterises this season. The mood is growing more intense as holy week 
approaches: the gospel anticipates the victory Christ will win over the grave, but we cannot 
avoid what lies in between, and the raw pain of grief is laid bare. Immediately after the passage 
we hear today, the enemies of Jesus resolve to put him to death. 

The last part of the Creed addresses what comes at the end of our own lives, and the end of this 
world.  Jesus’s response to his friend’s death – we are told simply “Jesus wept” – teaches us that 
death is fundamentally contradictory to God’s purposes for us. We are made for life, not death, 
and though Jesus is fully aware of what he is about to accomplish, not only for Lazarus but for 
the whole of humanity – he is also aware and deeply saddened by the immense pain which 
death causes to the people he loves. 

Death causes two painful separations. Obviously, it separates us from those we love. Also, it 
separates our souls from our bodies. Both separations contradict the truth of our human nature. 
We are created as a unity of body and soul. Whilst the soul represents our personhood, the body 
is not merely a shell; it is an essential part of who we are and how we relate to the world and to 
others. Moreover we are created for communion: created in the image and likeness of the God 
who is in himself a perfect communion of three persons. 

Our faith, centred on that victory we shall celebrate in two weeks, tells us with utter certainty 
that both separations – body from soul, person from person – are temporary. The Easter 
narratives emphasise Jesus’ bodily resurrection: the empty tomb, the risen Lord inviting the 
disciples to see and touch his wounds, and bring him something to eat. His glorified body is no 
longer subject to the same limitations of the material world, but it is still a real, living, human 
body. We too will be raised up body and soul on the last day to enjoy an embodied existence in 
heaven – with transformed, glorified bodies that are no longer subject to sickness and decay. 
We do not know what heaven will be like, other that it will be a place of joy and beauty that we 
shall never grow tired of. The images we find in scripture – notably a wedding feast, and a city 
– teach us that the life of heaven is a communal existence. We will share in the life of God 
himself, a life of perfect love. We will not lose our individual identity, but we will no longer 
desire to live for ourselves, for we shall have discovered a greater joy than can be found in 
making ourselves the centre of our existence. 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: Saturday evening 5.30-6.15pm and 
Wednesday 12 noon–1pm. Confessions also available on request when Fr Matthew is 
available or by appointment.  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Wednesdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

Repository: Saturdays before & after Mass, and Sundays after the 9am Mass until 10.55am 

Facebook: stjosephschurchupminster   Web: www.stjosephschurchupminster.com 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   

PARISH NEWSLETTER  
25TH / 26TH MARCH 2023 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (A) - Mass Book Pg 89 

(Ezekiel 37:12-14, Romans 8:8-11John 11:3-7, 20-27, 33-45) 

Sat 25th March  THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 

     11am   For the intentions of James Goldfinch 

  5.30pm—6.15pm  EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      Patrick & David Walsh RIP.  Anniv. (Margaret) 

Sun 26th March  FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

    9.00am                      People of the parish 

   11.00am                      David Whisker RIP.  7th Anniv. (Alice & Family) 

Mon 27th March     

   09.15am                      Michael Scholls RIP (Slattery) 

Tues 28th March    

   9.15am   William Callaghan RIP (Matton) (With our Year 5 children) 

Wed 29th March    

   9.15am   Pam Gregory RIP (O’Brien) 

Thur 30th March     

   09.15am                      James Beck RIP (Salter) 

Frid 31st March    

   09.15am   Alan McHugh (McHue Family Dublin) 

    7.30pm   Stations of the Cross 

Sat 1st April   

5.30pm—6.15pm  EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      Bridie McDonagh RIP (Keefe) 

Sun 2nd April  PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 

    9.00am                      People of the parish 

   11.00am                      Terry & Sean Smith RIP (Mullen) 



 
The final part of the creed also mentions the ‘forgiveness of sins’. The two are connected. The 
bible makes clear that mortality is a consequence of sin. Not in the sense of punishment, nor a 
consequence of individual sin: rather, that by turning away from the giver of life, as a human 
race we collectively turn away from life itself. Thus death is related to another separation which 
occurred in the garden of Eden, a separation between God and the beings he made to share his 
life. Nevertheless even from that moment God, as a good and loving father, did not want this 
separation to continue, and prepared from the beginning a reconciliation that would be 
accomplished by the death and resurrection of his Son. The reconciliation of the human race 
and restoration of our communion with God was accomplished once and for all on the cross: it 
becomes personal for us through baptism, which is the washing away of sin and the beginning 
of a new life which has no end. 

Though sin continues to have an attraction for us, it does not need to separate us from God for 
ever. When our sins obscure the divine image and likeness that was restored in baptism, we 
only need to go to confession in order to be made clean once more. Even though we may 
stumble again and again right up to our final day, we can still trust in the mercy of God. As long 
as we have not definitively turned away from his offer of mercy, then he will lead us to heaven. 
He will lovingly cleanse us of every last vestige of sin and selfishness in that state we call 
purgatory so that we may be able to enjoy the fullness of life in the perfect communion of love 
that is heaven. The whole body of Christ is mysteriously united with our head in this work of 
making us ready for heaven even after we die: that is why praying for the dead has an important 
place in the practice of our faith. By it, our own longing for heaven is strengthened, and our 
communion in Christ proves stronger than the separation of death, anticipating our joyful 
reunion in the Father’s house. 

God bless, Fr Matthew. 

****************************** 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES: The liturgies of the Easter Triduum will be celebrated as follows:  

Maundy Thursday (6th April) – Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 8pm.  
Good Friday (7th April) – Liturgy of the Passion at 3pm. 

Holy Saturday (8th April) – Easter Vigil at 8.30pm. 
 

Please note in particular that there is no 6.30pm Mass on Saturday 8th April, as the Easter Vigil 
takes the place of this but must begin after dusk. Mass on Easter Day (Sunday 9th April) is at 
9am and 11am as usual. 
 

BRITISH SUMMER TIME: Don’t forget to move your clocks forward one hour between 
Saturday night and Sunday morning for the start of British Summer Time. 

HOLY HOUR: There is no Wednesday Holy Hour this week (due to a diocesan clergy retreat 
day) or next week (due to the Chrism Mass). Adoration and confessions will instead take place 
on the evenings of Monday-Wednesday of Holy Week. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: This devotion will take place here in St Joseph’s on Friday at 
7.30pm, joined with our friends from St Laurence’s. On Good Friday we will have Stations of 
the Cross at 9am aimed especially at younger members of the parish, prior to the ecumenical 
Walk of Witness.  

FESTIVAL IN THE PARK – HELP NEEDED: Please sign up on the list in the porch, or 
email the parish office, if you can help on Sunday 23rd April. We need people to help set up, 
clear up, steward, and look after the bouncy castles. We also need a van, and a couple of 
gazebos! We are also looking for offers of prizes for the prize draw (e.g. vouchers from local 
businesses) and local businesses wishing to advertise in the event programme – please contact 
the parish office if this is something you can help with. 

 

PARISH DATABASE: A special plea from Fr Matthew. This week I have compared the old 
parish database with the new database to identify those who are missing, as the last step in our 
parish census. We don’t simply want to transfer information across from the old to the new, as 
this way we will end up keeping out-of-date information, but equally we don’t want to lose 
anyone’s details. I had intended to write to everyone on the old database who wasn’t on the 
new one yet, but have found that there are over 700 households in this category. Clearly 
writing to this many addresses is impractical and would be very expensive. Can I urge 
everyone who is part of St Joseph’s parish, of however many years standing, to register for the 
new database as soon as possible if you haven’t done so yet. You can use one of the 
registration cards in the porch, or register online at tinyurl.com/stjosephsup.  

CENTENARY APPEAL: A new appeal has been launched to leave a tangible legacy of the 
centenary in the form of two projects: a bell to chime the angelus, announcing the good news 
to all, and a revitalised prayer garden and shrine of Our Lady to be used by the school and 
parish. Read the appeal leaflet or visit stjosephschurchupminster.org/centenary to find out 
more and donate (or give via the self-service screen in the porch). 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE: A number of parish groups have agreed to take a regular 
slot on our term-time Sunday coffee morning rota. Thank you to those who are going to help in 
this way. This week (the last before the holidays) coffee is hosted by Mothers Prayers. Do 
come along for a cup of tea or coffee after the 9am Mass or before the 11am Mass (during term 
time), and meet some new people. 

ANNIVERSARIES: Due to space constraints, the March and April anniversaries and sick list 
will appear in an extended newsletter next weekend. 

EASTER FLOWERS:  Parishioners are invited to donate £5 for an Easter Lily as part of the 
decoration of the church.  Additionally volunteers are required to assist in arranging the 
flowers for Easter.    Donations and names should be given to Rachel in the office. 

CWL: King Charles III Coronation Celebration Afternoon Tea.  Hosted by the CWL on 
Wednesday 3rd May 2023, 12noon – 2pm in the social centre.  £10 a ticket.  To purchase a 
ticket please pop into the social centre any Wednesday morning or telephone 07905714024. 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CLUB: England vs Ukraine - Sunday 5pm - this match will be 
shown in the Social Centre. Families welcome - watch the game on the biggest screen in 
Upminster. Membership just £5 for the rest of the year!  

"VOICES FOR EASTER": The Passion story told in the voices of the people who were 
there. Monologues written and performed by Kevin Walsh with popular hymns for all to sing. 
Wednesday 5th April at 8:00p.m. in the North St. Halls, Hornchurch, RM11 1QX. Tickets £6, 
on the door including refreshments! All profits to Hornchurch Passion Play. Reg. Charity no. 
1169216. 

THE ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY (SVP) is a voluntary group in our parish 
dedicated to tackling poverty in its many forms by providing practical assistance to people in 
need. Visiting is at the centre of what we do; spending time befriending people is our greatest 
gift. As well as offering friendship and support, we can help with other practical needs to help 
people to "live life to the full" where possible. If you know of any individual or family in our 
community who may need our support please let the SVP know by contacting Peter Jones on 
07932 539106 or email PresidentA030708@svp.org.uk. 

HEALTH & SAFETY OFFICER:  A vacancy has arisen for a Health and Safety Officer to 
work full time from Monday to Friday. They will be based at Cathedral House and will be 
required to travel around the Diocese.  Candidates must have H&S experience and H&S 
qualifications including NEBOSH.  Please send your CV and cover letter by email 
to hr@dioceseofbrentwood.org Full job description: Health and Safety Officer JD. 

 

mailto:PresidentA030708@svp.org.uk
mailto:hr@dioceseofbrentwood.org
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Health-and-Safety-Officer-JD.pdf


 


