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This week I will save my reflections on the gospel for the homily, and focus on an 
important subject: the young people in our parish. 

Starting with the very young: unlike most Catholic priests I have my own direct experience 
of bringing a baby or toddler to church. I know it can be a challenge even to get out of the 
door sometimes, so I appreciate the effort parents make. And it is worth the effort, so that 
children know that the church is a place for them, as members of God’s family. Children 
are great observers, and they quickly learn what is important to their parents, whether it is 
including prayer as part of our daily routine, or coming to church each day. Of course, it 
can be difficult for children to focus on Mass. Many parents bring toys or books to occupy 
their children but these can also be aids to engaging in Mass; as of this weekend there are 
now four children’s church bags in the porch which include children’s bibles and prayer 
books and a soft toy. Please feel free to help yourselves but do please put them back 
afterwards. As parents we can be very self-conscious about the noise our children make, 
which usually feels far worse that it really is. In any case, I’m sure everyone here would 
rather hear the occasional cry than have an empty church in the future! If, however, you 
feel that you or your child would benefit from some time out, you are free to make use of 
the porch area. Tempting though it is to sit near the back for an easy get-away, however, I 
would encourage you to try sitting nearer the front, so that your children can see more of 
what is happening. And if you have a young child who is not yet baptised, do speak to me 
so we can do something about it! At some point I hope to re-establish a regular children’s 
liturgy during one of the Masses, though I will need some volunteers to come forward for 
that to happen. 

It was wonderful to welcome children from St Joseph’s school into church for the start of 
the year and for the first of our weekly year-group Masses. Parents who are starting to think 
about school places are asked to read and follow the instructions below about school 
applications. As children get a little older they will naturally become more curious about 
what is going on in church, and have a growing desire to become more fully involved. 
Once your son or daughter reaches year 3 (whether at St Joseph’s or another school) it is 
time to start thinking about their first sacrament of reconciliation and first holy communion 
(n.b. in both cases ‘firsts’ of something that we hope will be a regular part of their lives). A 
disadvantage of arriving at a new parish in September is that it takes a little time to get 
things up and running, but I hope to announce details of the First Holy Communion 
programme very soon. The next milestone is Confirmation, usually celebrated in year 10; 
next year we are due to have a visit from Bishop Alan, and the plan is to start preparing 
after Christmas with Confirmation itself taking place about a year from now. Again, any 
new helpers for either of these programmes would be welcomed with open arms. 

I am aware that there has been an active youth club in the parish, which needs to be 
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THE 26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (YEAR C) - Mass Book Pg 62 

Sat 24th Sept          OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM  

    5.30pm—6.15pm Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions                                                                                                                   

    6.30pm                      People of the parish 

Sun 25th Sept               TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

   9.00am                      Yasmine Hoskinson’s Intentions (Pavitt) 

   11.00am                      Bridget Scott RIP (O’Donnell) 

Mon 26th Sept     

   09.15am                      Fr Pat Sammon RIP 

Tues 27th Sept   ST VINCENT DE PAUL, PR  

   09.15am             John Burns RIP (Murphy) (with our Year 4 classes) 

Wed 28th Sept   

   09.15am                      Derrick Lockey RIP 

Thur 29th Sept  SS.MICHAEL, GABRIEL, RAPHAEL, ARCHANGELS    

   09.15am                      The People of Ukraine 

Frid 30th Sept  ST JEROME, PR, D   

   09.15am                       The People of Newbury Park 

Sat 1st Oct   ST THERESE OF THE CHILD JESUS (LISIEUX), V, D 

    5.30pm—6.15pm Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions                     

    6.30pm                      People of the parish 

Sun 2nd Oct   TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

   9.00am                      Grace Wingrove RIP (Anniv) (Cunningham) 

   11.00am                      Maureen Faughnan RIP (Anniv) (Family) 



 relaunched with new people coming forward to lead it. We have a wonderful facility for 
young people in the room underneath the sacristy. I would like us to be able to offer once 
more a place where young people can meet and relax away from the pressures of work and 
exams. I would also like to see us making the most of the opportunities Brentwood 
Catholic Youth Service offers, so please look out for events in the notices or on BCYS 
social media. But as well as prospective volunteer leaders I would love to hear from young 
people themselves about what you would like so, do please share your thoughts. 

I will finish with a brief thought about today’s gospel, the parable of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus. Coming after last week’s gospel about using money rightly and not being its 
servant, its worth noting that this parable is not just about material wealth. It is about the 
rich man’s failure to notice his poor neighbour. Last Wednesday we celebrated the feast of 
St Matthew (my own name day!). Pope Francis adopted as his motto words from St Bede’s 
commentary on the call of Matthew which refer to Jesus’s act of noticing Matthew in his 
tax booth, and ‘with mercy choosing him’. Let us notice those around us, and especially 
notice opportunities to serve and to share the gospel through acts of love.   

         God bless, Fr Matthew       

                                                ******************** 

CANON PAT SAMMON RIP: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Fr Pat Sammon, 
parish priest of Wanstead and Provost of the Chapter of Canons of Brentwood, who died a week 
ago. His funeral Mass will be celebrated at Our Lady of Lourdes, Wanstead at 11.30am on 
Thursday 29th September. His body will be received into the church at 7pm on Wednesday. 

ERNIE HAZELWOOD RIP: Please remember in your prayers the family and friends of Ernie 
Hazelwood who died recently.  Ernie’s funeral will be held at South Essex Crematorium on 
Tuesday 27th September at 12 noon and parishioners are most welcome to attend. 

SCHOOL APPLICATIONS: Some Catholic schools, including St Joseph’s, Sacred Heart of 
Mary, and Campion, give priority to practising Catholic families. This is defined as weekly 
attendance at Mass (with reasonable exceptions such as illness), and is demonstrated by a 
Certificate of Catholic Practice issued by the parish priest. If you are able to honestly state that 
you meet this criteria then you are asked to attend the church at one of the following times (no 
appointment needed, but be prepared to wait). If you do not meet this criteria but your son or 
daughter is baptised you should still apply directly to the school of your choice and submit the 
Supplementary Information Form and Baptism Certificate in order to be considered under the 
broader ‘Catholic’ category; if so then you do not need to meet with Fr Matthew. Fr Matthew 
will sign forms for non-Catholic faith schools at these times for those who meet the 
requirements of those schools. If you need a baptism certificate, please apply without delay to 
the parish where baptism occurred. The times when Fr Matthew is available for this purpose are 
as follows: 

Secondary School applications: Tues 4th October 4-6pm or Thurs 13th October 5-7pm 
Primary School applications: Tues 15th November 4-6pm or Thurs 24th November 5-7pm. 

OPEN PARISH MEETING: Please come along on Sunday 2
nd

 October at 4pm to ask Fr 
Matthew anything or share your views on this parish. All welcome. 

PARKING: Those attending Mass are kindly requested not to use the Presbytery driveway as 
an extension to the church car park. This is because the Presbytery is Fr Matthew’s family’s 
home and they need easy access in and out at all times. In addition Lucy may be called out to 
the hospital or hospice when she is on-call. 

ST BERNADETTE RELIC TOUR: The relics will be in Brentwood Cathedral from Sunday 
16th to Monday 17th October and at Our Lady of Lourdes, Wanstead from Tuesday 18th to 
Wednesday 19th October: visit stbernadette.org.uk for more information including timings and 
to register your interest. 

CWL NOTICES: Our next lunch club will be on Wednesday 28th September in the social 
centre starting at 12 noon.  CWL Macmillan coffee morning on Friday 30th September in the 
social centre starting at 10am.  Please come along to help us support this very worthy and much 
needed charity.  Home made cakes welcome on the day.  We will be having a raffle.  If you have 
any unwanted gifts you think may be suitable for the raffle, please bring them along too.    

FR MATTHEW’S INDUCTION: On Wednesday 5th October Fr Matthew will mark his tenth 
anniversary of ordination and the beginning of his ministry at St Joseph’s with an evening Mass at 
7.30pm, followed by a reception in the Social Centre to welcome him and his family to the parish. 

ST JOSEPH’S PFA & ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CLUB:  We would like to welcome all 
parents of St Joseph’s school into the Catholic Club on Friday nights during the first half term. 
Please save the date and spread the word—club open as usual to members on these Friday nights!  

Friday 23rd Sept - Reception and Year 1 Mums  
Friday 30th Sept - Reception and Year 1 Dads  

Friday 7th Oct - Year 5 and 6 Mums  
Friday 14th Oct - Year 5 and 6 Dads  

More details to follow via PFA and Club mailing list - make sure you are signed up:  https://
www.linkpop.com/stjosephs_cc  Please also follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
Remember we are open every Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 7:30pm.          

WALKING GROUP: Our walking group will resume on Friday 7th October. Meet 10am outside 
the Society Club. An hour of walking and talking around the streets of Upminster. New walkers 
welcome. If you would like anymore information please contact Bridie Keefe-07852 613978 

RELIEF MIDDAY SUPERVISOR: St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School is seeking to appoint 
an enthusiastic Relief Midday Supervisor to join their friendly Midday team. For further 
information, please call the school office 01708 220277. Please note that the school follows safer 
recruitment practices.  

BCYS YOUTH MASS: Thursday 6th October, Brentwood cathedral. Starting from 6pm for 
pizza, we are then delighted to be joined by Fr Paschal Uche and others to share their vocations 
stories and answer any of your questions, before we begin Youth Mass at 7:30pm where Fr 
Paschal will also be preaching. Open to all those in years 9 and above, no booking necessary. 

BCYS YOUTH GATHER: 22nd - 23rd October, Mersea Island. Guest speakers Barry and 
Margaret Mizen will be sharing their incredibnle and moving story, as well as a range of outdoor 
activities. The cost is just £55 for the weekend, with coach travel (from Romford) and all meals 
included.  This event is for anyone in years 9-13, and you can book NOW at www.bcys.net/events 

CHURCH CLEANING: My name is Denise Newman and I am looking for volunteers to help 
with cleaning the church. This will entail approximately one hour every 4 weeks. If you are on the 
rota can you please confirm you are able to continue as the cleaning will now take place on a 
Tuesday either before or after Mass.  If this is something you would like to get involved in please 
let me know Email: newdenise@hotmail.co.uk Mobile: 07817702629                                                     

LIVE SIMPLY: ‘For it is in giving that we receive’ - St Francis of Assisi. Canning Town Food 
Bank -Thank you for your very generous continued support for the Food Bank.  Your donations, 
whether it be items or financial, are much appreciated.  This week, apart from food, we are 
collecting toiletries, nappies and cleaning products.  Thank you also the parishioners who drive 
each week to Canning Town to deliver the donations. 

SACRED HEART OF MARY GIRLS SCHOOL OPEN EVENING:  Open Evening for 
September 2023 Admissions is on Thursday 6th October, 2022.  Tours of the school begin at 
6pm and there will be an address by the Headteacher at 7.30pm. There will only be disabled 
parking on site.  Please advise the school in advance. 

PARISH OFFICE: Rachel will be away for the next week on annual leave. Fr Matthew will 
respond to emails and phone messages during this time, but you may prefer to wait until her 
return on 3rd October to make hall bookings or mass requests. 
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