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As promised, this weekend I would like to share some of the feedback given via the recent 
parish survey, which asked three questions: What do you like about St Joseph’s? What do you 
think could be better? What ideas do you have for the future? 

Well over half the responses to the first question said that the parish community itself was the 
thing they liked best: I kept seeing words such as friendly, welcoming and supportive. That 
said, a couple of  responses included a caveat of ‘once you get to know people’ and there were 
some responses to the next question which suggested we could do more to welcome people. 
Clearly, ‘community’ matters to people: we don’t just want to come to church, we want to feel 
part of something. This deeply ingrained instinct reflects that fact that as men and women made 
in the image and likeness of the God of Love, who exists as the perfect communion of the 
Blessed Trinity, we are made for communion with God and with one another. In church, we 
(should) experience both! Whilst giving thanks for what many people here experience as a 
strength, let us always be attentive to others, and make sure no one is excluded however 
inadvertently.  

A few people raised the question of getting people of all ages more involved, also raised at last 
month’s parish meeting. Those who are doing things at the moment are naturally concerned 
about sharing the workload as well as succession planning, but there is also a sense that this is 
an important part of building community. As one person put it ‘a community involves 
everyone.’  However a couple of people pointed at another issue, that those who come forward 
with new ideas or new ways of doing something have occasionally found resistance. One person 
stated ‘Everybody should be working together. We should be a praying community.’ I heartily 
agree! Our relationship with one another is rooted in our relationship with God, who must be at 
the centre of all we do. 

The ‘wishlist’ included several calls for renewed efforts to involve the young people of our 
parish more fully in parish life. On the one hand, our parish activities need to include more 
things that are for young people, but on the other hand, we also want to encourage young people 
to get involved in things that could truly be for all ages, whether that is liturgical ministries such 
as reading or music, or forms of service in the community. Clearly though, we need to listen to 
the young people themselves and one person made the good suggestions of a youth committee 
led by young people for young people. This was top of the list, closely followed by calls for the 
children’s liturgy to be relaunched, which I’m pleased to say it will be – and the new children’s 
liturgy team are also keen to restart coffee mornings, which a few people also mentioned. 
Watch this space. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: THIS WEEK: Please note there is no 
Holy Hour on Wednesday or Saturday. Other weekday Masses as usual. Normal 
times for Eucharistic Adoration resume from 29th October.                                            

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Wednesdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

Repository: Saturdays before & after Mass, and Sundays after the 9am Mass until 
10.55am 

More information about parish activities and job opportunities in the diocese can be 
found on our website: www.stjosephschurchupminster.com  

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
22nd / 23rd October 2022 

THE 30th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (YEAR C) - Mass Book Pg 70 

(Ecclesiastes 35.12-14,16-19, 2 Timothy 4.6-8, 16-18, Luke 18.9-14)  

Sat 22nd Oct              

    5.30pm—6.15pm NO ADORATION OR CONFESSIONS THIS WEEKEND 

    6.30pm                      Mary & Bob Collins RIP (Mason) 

Sun 23rd Oct  THIRTIETH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

   9.00am                      People of the parish 

   11.00am                      John Byrne RIP (Scully Family) 

Mon 24th Oct    

   09.15am                      Sebapakiam Rajaratnam RIP  

Tues 25th Oct    

   09.15am             John Byrne RIP (The King Family) 

Wed 26th Oct  ST CEDD, BP 

   09.15am                       Patricia Sullivan RIP (Sullivan & Baker)  

Thur 27th Oct     

   09.15am                      For the intentions of the Holy Souls in purgatory 

Frid 28th Oct  SS SIMON AND JUNE, APP 

   09.15am   Brian & Maureen Springham’s Intentions 

Sat 29th Oct    

    5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      Eileen Furzer RIP (Anniv) 

Sun 30th Oct  THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY OF THE YEAR  

   9.00am                      People of the parish 

   11.00am                      Maureen Baillache RIP (Anniv) (Claude) 



 
A number of people suggested regular children’s or family Masses. This is something I’m 
happy to explore further. My only reservation is that I want parents with children to feel 
welcome at any Mass. However I’m certainly open to introducing children’s music groups, and 
liaising with our schools over the choice of music. Whilst certain prayers and texts of the Mass 
cannot be changed from what is in the missal, I will happily undertake to preach the occasional 
child-focused homily.  

The tension in the church at large, as to how we should best reach out to people in a culture that 
often conflicts with aspects of our faith, lay behind a handful of responses. Undoubtedly our 
community includes people leaning towards either side of this debate. Where we disagree as to 
emphasis and the degree of accommodation to contemporary society, let us always maintain 
goodwill, recognising that our common task is to witness to the truth in love. 

There were some other good suggestions, such as more (and different kinds of) social events in 
the club, but there is not space to list them all now. There were some easy ‘wins’ – a request to 
update the priests’ board, and to open the church during the day, both of which are already 
happening or in hand. And the final thing to mention is a call for greater financial transparency, 
something which I agree is important: it is, after all, your money. Whether a monthly report is 
the right way to go I am not sure, as it would take some work to present the information in an 
appropriate way, but I certainly intend that we should produce a report at the end of each 
financial year.  

Thank you for these contributions, and feel free to come back to me with more ideas and 
suggestions, and even criticisms, so that we may go forward together in love. And let us keep 
praying!  

God bless, Fr Matthew 

*************** 

THIS WEEK: Many thanks to the priests of Our Lady of La Salette who are supplying for 
some weekday Masses this week. Please note there is no Holy Hour on Wednesday. Normal 
times for Eucharistic Adoration resume from next weekend. 

SCHOOL APPLICATIONS: Some Catholic schools, including St Joseph’s, Sacred Heart of 
Mary, and Campion, give priority to practicing Catholic families. This is defined as weekly 
attendance at Mass (with reasonable exceptions such as illness), and is demonstrated by a 
Certificate of Catholic Practice issued by the parish priest. If you are able to honestly state that 
you meet this criteria then you are asked to attend the church at one of the following times (no 
appointment needed, but be prepared to wait). If you do not meet this criteria but your son or 
daughter is baptised you should still apply directly to the school of your choice and submit the 
Supplementary Information Form and Baptism Certificate in order to be considered under the 
broader ‘Catholic’ category; if so then you do not need to meet with Fr Matthew. Fr Matthew 
will sign forms for non-Catholic faith schools at these times for those who meet the 
requirements of those schools. If you need a baptism certificate, please apply without delay to 
the parish where baptism occurred. The (only) times when Fr Matthew is available for this 
purpose are as follows: 

Primary School applications: Tues 15th November 4-6pm or Thurs 24th November 5-7pm. 

To save time on the day, parents are asked to register their families using the following 
link: https://tinyurl.com/stjosephsup  

THINKING OF BECOMING A CATHOLIC? If you wish to learn more about the Catholic 
faith, with a view to possibly becoming a Catholic yourself, please contact Fr Matthew as soon 
as possible. It would help if you could send an email to the parish address with 'RCIA' as the 
subject. (RCIA stands for 'Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults' and is the name we give to this 
journey). Look out for information in the next couple of weeks about an introductory meeting 
for all who are interested.  

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: There will be a meeting for parents of children in year 3 or 
above who wish to make their first Reconciliation and first Holy Communion in the coming year, 
at 6.15pm on Monday 7th November in church. At least one parent should attend per child, 
though both are encouraged to attend. Children aren’t expected to come, but it is fine to bring 
them as well as other siblings if easier. The course will consist of 12 sessions taking place after 
school on Mondays, as well as four parent’s sessions. You will receive a list of dates at the 
meeting. First communion children and their parents are expected to attend Mass every weekend 
as an integral part of their preparation, and there will be four Sundays during the course when all 
children will come to Sunday Mass together.  

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL ‘OPEN EVENING’: St Joseph's Catholic 
Primary School is holding an 'Open Evening' on Thursday 3rd November at 6:30pm for parents 
of children who are due to start school in September 2023 (born between 01/09/2018 and 
31/08/2019). There is no need to book. 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH CHOIR: Do you enjoy singing? Have you ever wanted to sing as part 
of a group? Then why not join St Joseph’s Church Choir.  We come together twice a year and 
rehearse for about ten weeks before singing at the Christmas and Easter Masses.  We are always 
looking for new members to swell our numbers, and singers of all abilities are welcome.  We are 
rehearsing Monday evenings at 7.30pm in the church—everybody welcome.  Please contact 
Mark Hewitt on mark142857@hotmail.com for details. 

CWL NOTICES: Our next lunch club will be on Wednesday 26th October in the social centre 
starting at 12 noon.   

ALAN BEST RIP: Please pray for the repose of  Alan Best who died recently and for all who 
mourn.  His funeral arrangements will be published once confirmed. 

LIVE SIMPLY: “When we give cheerfully and accept gratefully, everyone is blessed.”  Maya 
Angelou. Thank you for your generosity towards the Canning Town Foodbank which is now in 
desperate need of food items and toiletries. All donations gratefully received. 

ST JOSEPH'S 5th UPMINSTER GUIDES: We have restarted Guides 10yrs upwards at St 
Peter's Catholic Centre on Thursday evenings from 7.00pm—8.30pm. Interested in joining our 
friendly group please contact:-dianeconsultants@gmail.com 

BULB COLLECTION: We are again collecting bulbs for St. Peter's garden.  Last time we 
collected over 800 and the garden looked spectacular in the Spring.  Please hand in the bulbs in a 
bag or box labelled with their type to Bernadette in the Repository.  We will have a bulb planting 
day with the children in November. 

CDOT VOICES CHARITY CONCERT IN AID OF QUEEN’S AND KING GEORGE’S 
HOSPITAL: St Peter’s Centre, Cranham.  Saturday 3rd December 7pm—9.30pm featuring the 
Year 3 and 4 choirs from St Joseph’s School.  £10 adults  Children—free.  Tickets from 
Bernadette Tsocos on 0782-523-5717 or from the repository at the weekends. 

LONDON MARATHON 2023: Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society has a number of Gold 
Bond Charity places for runners in the LONDON MARATHON taking place on Sunday 23rd 
April 2023. If you are an experienced runner or someone who would value the opportunity to 
participate in this renowned event please contact Damian Dillon for further details on 07912 
308000 / ddillon@bccs.org.uk. The closing date for completed applications is Friday 11th 
November and please note that there is a minimum sponsorship requirement of £1800 (excluding 
Gift Aid).  

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE: For those who have a loved one remembered within the grounds 
of Walsingham House at Abbotswick there will be a special Mass of Remembrance on Sunday 
6th November at 2.30pm in the Chapel with light refreshments afterwards. For more information 
or to book a place please contact Joe via email josephbeattie@dioceseofbrentwood.org   
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