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This week rather than reflecting on a specific  topic, I wanted to tell you about some things that 
are happening. 

First of all, I’m delighted to announce that our Children’s Liturgy is relaunching from next 
week, for those attending the 9am Mass. It will take place each week during school term, and 
during this time children will pray together and engage in activities based on the Sunday Mass 
readings. It will work as follows: 

• The Children’s Liturgy is for children who are old enough to be left in the care of the 
catechists, up to those who are of First Holy Communion age.  

• Parents are asked to bring their children to the Social Centre (on St Mary’s Lane, next 
door to the School) before 9am and sign them in with one of the catechists. You will be 
asked to provide a mobile number and information about any allergies or health 
conditions that the catechists need to be aware of. We do ask you to come in good time, 
and to be understanding if we have reached the limit on the number of children we can 
accommodate due to space or safe adult-to-child ratios. 

• For Safeguarding reasons it is not possible for parents to remain in the room during 
Children’s Liturgy but you must be in Church where we can easily find you in case of a 
problem. Obviously we hope you will want to be taking part in the Mass anyway, but we 
do need to make clear that there has to be a zero-tolerance policy for parents who decide 
to use this time to go shopping or go for a coffee! 

• The catechists will bring the children into church (via a safe route through the school 
playground) for the offertory and they will sit at the front with the catechists for the 
remainder of Mass.  

• At the end of Mass, parents are asked to come to the front to collect their children before 
leaving the church. 

• On Sundays when Children’s Liturgy is taking place, there will also be tea and coffee 
(real coffee!) after Mass in the Social Centre, to which everyone is invited. 

Next, a brief update on the parish census, now that we have reached the point of getting all the 
paper forms entered onto the computer. Since October, we have added just short of 400 
household records, comprising nearly 1200 individuals! Obviously we want to keep this up-to-
date as far as possible, so do please let us know using the paper or online form if you move 
house. If you haven’t yet registered, whether new to the parish or an existing parishioner, its 
never to late to do so: you can find details inside. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: Saturday evening 5.30-6.15pm and 

Wednesday 12 noon–1pm. Confessions also available on request when Fr Matthew is 

available or by appointment.  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Wednesdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

Repository: Saturdays before & after Mass, and Sundays after the 9am Mass until 10.55am 

More information about parish activities and job opportunities in the diocese can be found 

on our website: www.stjosephschurchupminster.com  

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
21ST / 22ND JANAURY 2023 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A) - Mass Book Pg 57 

(Isaiah 8:23-9:3, 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17, Matthew 4:12-23) 

Sat 21st Jan   ST AGNES, V, M 

   5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      Ernie Hazelwood RIP (St Joseph’s Choir) 

Sun 22nd Jan  THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

    9.00am                      Henry (Chris) Nye RIP (Anniv) 

   11.00am                      People of the parish 

Mon 23rd Jan    

   09.15am                      Joyce Jones RIP (Anniv) (Jones / Carter) 

Tues 24th Jan   ST FRANCIS DE SALES, BP, D  

   9.15am   Henry Nye RIP (Anniv) (Family) (With year 5 children) 

Wed 25th Jan  PARISH CENTENARY MASS 

   7pm    Eileen & Anthony Brady RIP (Manning) 

Thur 26th Jan  Ss TIMOTHY & TITUS, Bpp   

   09.15am                      Nora & Teddy O’Brien RIP (Biggs) 

Frid 27th Jan    

   09.15am   Alf Rudgeley RIP (Catton / Keefe) 

Sat 28th Jan  ST THOMAS AQUINAS, Pr, D 

5.30pm—6.15pm  EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      People of the parish 

Sun 29th Jan  FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

    9.00am                      Tony Savory RIP (Anniv) (Family) 

   11.00am                      Gill Hislop RIP (Catton) 



 
 

I hope as many of you as possible will be able to come along on Wednesday evening (7pm) to 
begin our year of Centenary celebrations, especially as we will be joined by Bishop Alan, and 
some of the priests who have served here in the past. This is just the beginning, and there will 
be another open parish meeting in a couple of weeks, with a chance to discuss the other plans 
we have to mark this special year as well as anything else you would like to raise or suggest. 
This will be on Sunday 5th March at 4pm.  

God Bless, Fr Matthew. 

                                                  **************************** 

CENTENARY MASS: This Wednesday Bishop Alan will be joining us for a celebration of 
Mass to inaugurate our centenary year, and to mark the centenary of the opening of the first 
Catholic Church in Upminster (at Sunnyside Gardens). Mass is at 7pm and there is no morning 
Mass that day. Former priests of the parish and priest of the deanery have been invited, the 
chamber choir of Sacred Heart of Mary Girls’ School will be assisting with the liturgy, and we 
hope that as many parishioners as possible will be able to come. The Mass will be followed by 
food and drink in the school hall.  

CONFIRMATION ENROLLMENT: Next weekend the young people from our parish who 
are preparing for confirmation next September will be enrolled as candidates during the 6.30pm 

Vigil Mass. 

RIP: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Mary Smith and Stella Michalkiwicz of our 
parish, who have died recently. 

NEW TO THE PARISH? You are very welcome here. We would appreciate you completing 
one of our new parishioner registration cards, available in the porch or online at tinyurl.com/
stjosephsup. If you are an existing parishioner who hasn’t yet registered on our new database 
or if your details have changed, you can provide your details in the same way. 

CRIB: The crib, now adorned with the Magi who arrived at Epiphany, will remain in place 
until the feast of the Presentation (Candlemas) on 2nd February for all who wish to visit the 
Christ-child and give thanks for his birth. Any contributions to the crib collection will be 
gratefully received and put to good use by the Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society. There is 
also some blessed chalk by the crib, for the Epiphany custom of inscribing our doorways with 
the year and the initials of the Magi – please help yourself.  

DOM’S FRENCH SUPPER NIGHT - 18 Feb 23 - If you wish to attend please email me with 
how many places to reserve at £15 each for a three course meal. Drinks are sold by the Club's 
bar. Please write the subject line of your email in this format: ' French John Smith 4 places' I 
will acknowledge promptly and explain how to pay. My email is 
dom.argenthall@btinternet.com  

MINISTRY OF THE WORD: We have some vacancies for readers, especially at the 6.30pm 
Mass. If anyone is interested in joining the Mass readers team please can you contact me 
(Siobhan Hewitt) on 01708 445466 or siobhanhewitt@ntlworld.com. 

PAYING/GIVING BY CARD: It is now possible to make payment for repository purchases or 
give to the parish using a credit or debit card. Please speak to our repository volunteers, Fr 
Matthew, or the parish office. Please note that cash will always be accepted, this is simply 
offered as another option.  

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING?  HAVE YOU EVER WANTED TO SING AS PART OF A 
GROUP?  THEN WHY NOT JOIN ST JOSEPH’S CHOIR:  We come together twice a 
year and rehearse for about ten weeks before singing at the Christmas and Easter Masses.  We 
are always looking for new members to swell our numbers, and singers of all abilities are 
welcome.  Our first rehearsal for Easter is in the Church at 7.30pm on Monday 30 January.  
Hope to see you there!   

PARISH MUSIC GROUP: Continuing this week there will be an informal group open to all 
musicians of every age and ability to come and share in some music making, as well as anyone 
who wants to come along and listen, on Wednesdays from 4-5pm in the Social Centre. The 
Social Centre will remain open afterwards for anyone who wants to drop in for a cup of tea or 
coffee or a chat. Please note that under 18s must be accompanied by a responsible adult.  

BAPTISM CONGRATULATIONS: Congratulations to Lola Hare  and her family who is 
being received into the church this weekend through baptism.  

DIARIES: The parish diaries for 2023 have now arrived and are available to purchase  from 
the back of the church.  Although we had intended to increase the price this year, in view of the 
late arrival we will hold the price at 20p for another year (but you are welcome to supplement 
this with a donation!).  

WINTER WARM SPACE: Open to everyone in the local community. Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday evenings from 6pm—7.30pm.  Feel free to join us in the Winter Warm 
Space in St Joseph’s Social Centre, 117 St Mary’s Lane, Upminster, RM14 2QB. This is open 
to everyone. Please help spread the word. If you need a lift or have any questions, please email 
stjoscc@gmail.com  

CWL WEDNESDAY LUNCH CLUB: The  next CWL Wednesday Lunch club will be on 

Wednesday 25th January at 12 noon in the social centre. If you cannot make lunch pop in a 

little earlier for a cup of tea or coffee.  

BCYS SUMMER LOURDES PILGRIMAGE, 23RD JULY - 30TH JULY:  Travel 
alongside the main Diocesan pilgrimage to assist the elderly and infirm, as well as joining them 
for social time, retreat, reconciliation, the baths, a trip to the stunning mountain town of 
Gavarnie, social nights and party as well as experiencing the Lourdes Torchlight Procession 
and Blessed Sacrament Procession. Open to all those in school year 10 and above. For all 
information and to apply, visit our website www.bcys.net/events/sl23 - Applications open until 
the end of January! 

BCYS YOUTH MASS WITH CARITAS DIOCESE OF BRENTWOOD, THURSDAY 
2ND FEBRUARY:  Join us in the Brentwood Cathedral Parish Hall from 6pm for pizza, 
refreshments and a chance to hear from guest speakers from Caritas and the SVP, helping us to 
think about charitable giving as we begin to prepare for the season of Lent.   Youth Mass is in 
the Cathedral at 7:30pm, and will be celebrated by Fr Dan Kelly. Everyone is welcome! See 
www.bcys.net or email gabriellafusi@dioceseofbrentwood.org for more information. 

HELPING THOSE IN UKRAINE AND UKRANIAN REFUGEES: Caritas Brentwood are 
regularly updating information on their website, covering donations, prayer, and welcoming 
those who are fleeing Ukraine. You will find everything at: https://www.caritasbrentwood.org/
ukraine/  
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