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IN the Creed we acknowledge God as creator of things that are visible and invisible. Is it 
more surprising that God should have made things beyond our ability to see, or that his 
creation should be limited to what we ourselves can discover? The unseen part of creation 
includes those purely spiritual beings we call angels. Angels are not fairy-tale creatures, nor 
are they cute babies with wings; they are mighty beings, created by God to glorify him and 
serve him. When humans encounter angels in the scriptures, the typical response is fear. 
But they are in fact on our side: part of the service which God ordains for them is to protect 
us in the great battle against all that is opposed to God. For the unseen creation also 
includes the fallen angels, spiritual beings who with full knowledge and freedom have 
rebelled against God and are determined to separate his children from him. But lest we be 
tempted to despair, we might be reassured by the words of the prophet Elisha: ‘Do not be 
afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them’. As those on the 
side of God, victory is assured.  Last Wednesday was the Feast of the Archangels Michael, 
Gabriel and Raphael, an occasion for us to call to mind this mysterious aspect to creation 
and give thanks with awe and wonder for all that God has established in his infinite loving 
care for us. This Sunday would in other years be the memorial of the Guardian Angels; 
reminding us that God’s care for us extends to his assigning an angel for the protection of 
every single one of us. 

We are surrounded by angels without realising it, though the church acknowledges their 
importance to us in some of its traditional devotions. Notable among these is the Angelus, 
traditionally recited three times a day at 6am, 12 noon and 6pm, now prayed here at the 
start of weekday Mass, which recalls the beginning of the incarnation announced by the 
Archangel Gabriel to Our Lady. Another traditional prayer invokes St Michael, the leader 
of the heavenly army, as our chief protector against the forces of evil. This prayer was 
traditionally recited at the end of low Mass in the early part of the 20th century specifically 
for the conversion of Russia from anti-religious communism. Since February I have 
reintroduced this prayer when celebrating Mass during the week, offering it specifically for 
the protection of Ukraine. On reflection it seems an appropriate way of praying for the 
protection of all life and the dignity of every human person, threatened by a culture that 
often devalues life and rejects the loving purposes of God. There are some cards in the 
porch with both of these traditional devotions, and I encourage you to use them in your 
personal and family prayers. 

Moving now from the heavenly realm to the earthly: the word ‘angelos’ refers not to a 
different kind of being but to an office and task, that of messenger. It has the same root as 
‘evangelist’, a messenger of the good news. We are all called to be such messengers. As I 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: Saturday evening 5.30-6.15pm and 
Wednesday 12 noon–1pm. Confessions also available on request when Fr Matthew 
is available or by appointment. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Wednesdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

Repository: Saturdays before & after Mass, and Sundays after the 9am Mass until 
10.55am 

More information about parish activities and job opportunities in the diocese can be 
found on our website: www.stjosephschurchupminster.com  

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   
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THE 27th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (YEAR C) - Mass Book Pg 64 

Sat 1st Oct            ST THERESE OF THE CHILD JESUS (LISIEUX), V, D  

    5.30pm—6.15pm Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions                                                                                                                   

    6.30pm                      People of the Parish 

Sun 2nd Oct    TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

   9.00am                      Grace Wingrove RIP (Anniv) (Cunningham) 

   11.00am                      Maureen Faughnan RIP (Anniv) (Family) 

Mon 3rd Oct     

   09.15am                      Sandra McCann RIP (Connaghan) 

Tues 4th Oct   ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI  

   09.15am             Ernie Hazelwood RIP (Dolby) (with our year 5 classes) 

Wed 5th Oct    

   09.15am                      Annie & Patrick Doherty RIP Anniv. (Etchells) 

     7.30pm    Fr Matthew’s intentions (Induction) 

Thur 6th Oct     

   09.15am                      Eileen Cahill RIP (Anniv) (Family) 

Frid 7th Oct   OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY (CAFOD HARVEST FAST DAY) 

   09.15am                       Chris O’Riley RIP (Barry) 

Sat 8th Oct   ST OSYTH 

    5.30pm—6.15pm Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions                     

    6.30pm                      Ernie Hazelwood RIP (Chalk) 

Sun 9th Oct   TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

   9.00am                      People of the Parish 

   11.00am                      John Byrne RIP (Mary Scully) 



 have explained in previous weeks, I would like to deepen our sense of shared responsibility 
in the great task of the church, which is to lead the whole world in the right worship of 
God. This has two aspects: centring our entire lives on the worship offered on the altar, and 
announcing the good news of salvation to the world in our actions and our words. In this 
way we can invite others to share what we have, a life-giving relationship with living God. 
In terms of our worship, following St Augustine’s dictum that whoever sings prays twice, I 
intend to gradually reintroduce the singing of some parts of the Mass on Sundays in 
addition to the hymns. Especially when we sing the Sanctus (holy, holy, holy) during the 
Eucharistic prayer, our voices are joined with the angelic choir in singing the praises of 
God. As regards other aspects of our parish life, I would like to emphasis once again the 
common vocation and responsibility we have as a community of missionary disciples. I 
have taken the decision not to reinstate the parish council for the time being, so that this is 
no longer seen as the preserve of a few people. I have written to the former members of the 
council to explain this, and I would like to repeat the invitation to everyone to take part in 
the parish meeting which is taking place this Sunday afternoon, and if you can’t come (or 
even if you can) to share your views using the invitation & survey cards in the porch or the 
online form (https://tinyurl.com/stjosephsrm14). Remember you can always speak to me 
directly!  

May God bless us all, and keep us under the protection of his holy angels. Fr Matthew       

                                                ******************** 

SCHOOL APPLICATIONS: Some Catholic schools, including St Joseph’s, Sacred Heart of 
Mary, and Campion, give priority to practicing Catholic families. This is defined as weekly 
attendance at Mass (with reasonable exceptions such as illness), and is demonstrated by a 
Certificate of Catholic Practice issued by the parish priest. If you are able to honestly state that 
you meet this criteria then you are asked to attend the church at one of the following times (no 
appointment needed, but be prepared to wait). If you do not meet this criteria but your son or 
daughter is baptised you should still apply directly to the school of your choice and submit the 
Supplementary Information Form and Baptism Certificate in order to be considered under the 
broader ‘Catholic’ category; if so then you do not need to meet with Fr Matthew. Fr Matthew 
will sign forms for non-Catholic faith schools at these times for those who meet the 
requirements of those schools. If you need a baptism certificate, please apply without delay to 
the parish where baptism occurred. The (only) times when Fr Matthew is available for this 
purpose are as follows: 

Secondary School applications: Tues 4th October 4-6pm or Thurs 13th October 5-7pm 

Primary School applications: Tues 15th November 4-6pm or Thurs 24th November 5-7pm. 

OPEN PARISH MEETING: Come along this Sunday afternoon at 4pm in the Church, to ask 
Fr Matthew anything or share your views on this parish. All welcome. Whether or not you can 

come, you can also contribute to the conversion by completing the short survey at https://
tinyurl.com/stjosephsrm14 

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY – WORLD FOOD CRISIS APPEAL: Millions of families 
are facing a food crisis that could be the worst in living memory. As each day goes by, the 
situation worsens. As people of faith we must act. Your donations can help CAFOD’s local 
experts to provide emergency food supplies to families in the worst affected countries in East 
Africa and support communities around the world working hard to put food on the table. Please 
give today or start a monthly gift to CAFOD. Use the envelope for our parish collection next 
weekend or go to cafod.org.uk/fastday.  

LIVE SIMPLY: “When we give cheerfully and accept gratefully, everyone is blessed.”  Maya 
Angelou. Thank you for your generosity towards the Canning Town Foodbank which is now in 
desperate need of food items and toiletries. All donations gratefully received. 

FR MATTHEW’S INDUCTION: On Wednesday 5th October Fr Matthew will mark his tenth 
anniversary of ordination and the beginning of his ministry at St Joseph’s with an evening Mass at 
7.30pm, followed by a reception in the Social Centre to welcome him and his family to the parish 

CWL NOTICES: Our next lunch club will be on Wednesday 5th October in the social centre 
starting at 12 noon.  Thank you to those who supported the Macmillan Coffee Morning last 
Friday..    

ST JOSEPH’S PFA & ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CLUB:  We would like to welcome all 
parents of St Joseph’s school into the Catholic Club on Friday nights during the first half term. 
Please save the date and spread the word—club open as usual to members on these Friday nights!  

Friday 7th Oct - Year 5 and 6 Mums  
Friday 14th Oct - Year 5 and 6 Dads  

More details to follow via PFA and Club mailing list - make sure you are signed up:  https://
www.linkpop.com/stjosephs_cc  Please also follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
Remember we are open every Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 7:30pm.  

ERNIE HAZLEWOOD RIP: Stella and Sarah would like to thank parishioners for the prayers, 
cards and kind wishes received.                                                                                           

CHURCH CLEANING: My name is Denise Newman and I am looking for volunteers to help 
with cleaning the church. This will entail approximately one hour every 4 weeks. If you are on the 
rota can you please confirm you are able to continue as the cleaning will now take place on a 
Tuesday either before or after Mass.  If this is something you would like to get involved in please 
let me know Email: newdenise@hotmail.co.uk Mobile: 07817702629                                                     

WALKING GROUP: Our walking group will resume on Friday 7th October. Meet 10am outside 
the Society Club. An hour of walking and talking around the streets of Upminster. New walkers 
welcome. If you would like anymore information please contact Bridie Keefe-07852 613978 

ST JOSEPH’S KNITTING / CRAFT GROUP: If you can knit, crochet / sew (all abilities) we 
would love you to join our friendly group and enable us to continue producing much needed items 
for the charities we support.  We need the 2nd Monday of each month in the social club and our 
next meeting is on 10th October from 12.30pm—2.30pm. Tea and biscuits provided.  If you’d 
like anymore information please contact Yvonne Dickens on 01708-228087 / 0759-082-8884. 

BCYS YOUTH MASS: Thursday 6th October, Brentwood cathedral. Starting from 6pm for 
pizza, we are then delighted to be joined by Fr Paschal Uche and others to share their vocations 
stories and answer any of your questions, before we begin Youth Mass at 7:30pm where Fr 
Paschal will also be preaching. Open to all those in years 9 and above, no booking necessary. 

BCYS YOUTH GATHER: 22nd - 23rd October, Mersea Island. Guest speakers Barry and 
Margaret Mizen will be sharing their incredibnle and moving story, as well as a range of outdoor 
activities. The cost is just £55 for the weekend, with coach travel (from Romford) and all meals 
included.  This event is for anyone in years 9-13, and you can book NOW at www.bcys.net/events 

SACRED HEART OF MARY GIRL’S SCHOOL OPEN EVENING:  Open Evening for 
September 2023 Admissions is on Thursday 6th October, 2022.  Tours of the school begin at 
6pm and there will be an address by the Headteacher at 7.30pm. There will only be disabled 
parking on site.  Please advise the school in advance. 

PHONICS STARS: This preschool class is back at St Peter’s Mass Centre. The fun and 
educational classes for preschoolers, and their families, are on Thursday mornings from 9.30 until 
10.30. If you would like some more information, please send Cara an email - 
cara.williams@phonicsstars.co.uk 
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