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In the past year we’ve seen different models of power and authority. A leader who, acting like a 
playground bully, decides to invade his neighbour. The celebration of our late Queen’s 
extraordinarily long reign, and the passing on of the crown to the next generation. Changes in 
the government through the mechanism of parliamentary democracy. Today, however, we mark 
the end of the liturgical year by celebrating a very different kind of kingship: the one who is 
truly sovereign over all things in creation and is willing to let go of all the trappings of power in 
order to gently lead us to the fullness of life that he wishes to share with us. 

The feast of Christ the King was instituted by Pope Pius XI in the aftermath of the First World 
War at a time of rising nationalism.  The full title, ‘Our Lord Jesus Christ the King of the 
Universe’, recognises that everything is under his sovereignty. Yet his kingship is exercised 
quite differently from the authority of earthly rulers, as the events surrounding his trial and 
crucifixion demonstrate. Our Lord tells the representative of the most powerful ruler on earth 
‘Mine is not a kingdom of this world’. And in that beautiful dialogue on the cross, given to us in 
today’s gospel, we understand that the one who wears the crown of thorns indeed has more 
power than any earthly ruler: the power to grant entry into paradise. A power which is exercised 
with love and compassion, always merciful, never vindictive. 

Amongst the temptations faced by Jesus in the desert immediately before his public ministry 
was the offer of all the kingdoms in the world if he would worship the devil. Jesus rebukes the 
devil, stating that only God is to be worshipped. But he would also have known that what the 
devil offered was a mockery of true kingship. Jesus does not impose his will by force, as some 
rulers do. Instead, his rule must be freely chosen, even though he is already by rights king of all 
people and places, everywhere and for all time. The fundamental law of his kingdom is the law 
of love, something that can never be forced. The model of this law is given to us on the cross. 
We can play our part in building up his kingdom on earth by living out this law fully. 
Ultimately, it is only by accepting this law of love that we can be part of his kingdom, now, and 
when it is definitely established for all eternity. 

Christ the King Sunday is also designated World Youth Sunday. In a message from Pope 
Francis, looking forward to the World Youth Day gathering taking place next summer in 
Lisbon, Pope Francis urges all young people to imitate Mary in her haste to go and serve her 
cousin Elizabeth. We who share in the dignity of Christ’s kingship through baptism are all 
called to be witnesses to the Servant King, who came not to be served but to serve. Young and 
old, we can witness above all by the manner of our own lives, lived generously for others rather 
than just for ourselves. A wonderful example of this is given by the young people of our diocese 
who accompany older and less able pilgrims in Lourdes each summer. It was a great joy to be in 
Lourdes once again last summer after the previous two years had been cancelled due to Covid; 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: Saturday evening 5.30-6.15pm and 
Wednesday 12 noon–1pm. Confessions also available on request when Fr Matthew is 
available or by appointment.  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Wednesdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

Repository: Saturdays before & after Mass, and Sundays after the 9am Mass until 10.55am 

More information about parish activities and job opportunities in the diocese can be found 
on our website: www.stjosephschurchupminster.com  

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
19TH / 20TH NOVEMBER 2022 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THE KING (YEAR C) - Mass Book Pg 79 

(2 Sm 5:1-3, Col 1:12-30, Lk 23:35-43) 

Sat 19th Nov             

    5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      William & Elizabeth  Mason RIP (Anniv) 

Sun 20th Nov  OUR LORD JESUS  CHRIST THE KING (YOUTH DAY)   

    9.00am                      Michael Maguire Junior RIP (Anniv) (Michael & Mary) 

   11.00am                      People of the parish 

Mon 21st Nov   THE PRESENTATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY    

09.15am                      Tony Stock RIP (Anniv) (Monica) 

Tues 22nd Nov   ST CECILIA, V, M 

   9.15am    Daphne Harding RIP (Mason) (With our Year 4 children) 

Wed 23rd Nov   

   09.15am                       Helen Blackmore RIP (Armstrong)  

Thur 24th Nov  ST ANDREW DUNG-LAC, PR, & COMPS, MM   

   09.15am                      Roisin McGill RIP (Regan) 

Frid 25th Nov    

   09.15am   Dennis Sullivan RIP (Anniv) 

Sat 26th Nov    

    5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      Clara Bailey RIP (Anniv) (Bemand-Qureshi) 

Sun 27th Nov  FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

    9.00am                      People of the parish 

   11.00am                      Terry Smith RIP (Catton) 



 
having just been appointed to this parish I was delighted to meet some young people from 
Upminster including Cara, who has agreed to speak about Brentwood Catholic Youth Service 
after our Sunday morning masses. I would love to see a good number of young people from St 
Joseph’s taking part in next summer’s Lourdes pilgrimage, which is open to those in year 10 or 
above and takes place 23rd-30th July. If you would like to find out more, please speak to me or 
visit bcys.net. There will be some financial support available for any of our young people who 
would like to take part. 

God bless.  Fr Matthew 

**************************** 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC: Please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass this 
weekend if you think the time might be right for you to begin the journey towards full 
membership of the Church. 

SCHOOL APPLICATIONS: The last opportunity to obtain a Certificate of Catholic Practice 
for parents applying for a primary school place is this Thursday (24th), 5pm-7pm in Church. If 
you meet the criteria of weekly Mass attendance you can simply turn up. If you are not able to 
obtain a Certificate of Catholic Practice you are still encouraged to apply for a place at St 
Joseph’s: simply submit your son or daughter’s baptism certificate along with the 
Supplementary Information Form. Parents are asked to register their families using the 
following link https://tinyurl.com/stjosephsup 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Parents are reminded to return their registration form to the 
Parish Office this weekend if they haven’t done so yet, as we need to know who to expect at the 
first session which is after school this Monday. Also, if you haven't already done so, please 
complete the parishioner registration form for your whole family at https://tinyurl.com/
stjosephsup  

CONFIRMATION: There will be a meeting for prospective confirmation candidates and 
parents on Tuesday 22nd November at 7.30pm in Church. Confirmation is open to young 
people in year 10 or above. 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CLUB: MAKE YOUR VERY OWN CHRISTMAS 
WREATH: Book NOW to avoid disappointment - only 16 places: Wednesday 7th December: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/christmas-wreath-making-wednesday-7th-december-tickets-
461240822717 Thursday 8th December: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/christmas-wreath-
making-thursday-8th-december-tickets-461261815507 £40.00 including all materials, a free 
drink and a donation to the Winter Warm Space. 

MASS READINGS FOR ADVENT: Please note that a full presentation of all the mass 
readings for Advent with commentary by Fr Adrian Graffy is available at: 
www.whatgoodnews.org and click on the link.  

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS: Please note that we will be holding a second 
collection after all masses this weekend 19th/20th November in aid of NATIONAL YOUTH 
SUNDAY. Please support this worthy cause as monies raised support the youth service, 
particularly the bursary scheme which helps young people who would otherwise struggle 
financially to be involved, as well as helping towards other costs so that we may continue to 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ amongst young people.  CANNING TOWN AND 
ROYAL DOCKS:  Our traditional second collection will be held after all Masses next 
weekend 26th/27th November for those in particular need in Canning Town and Royal Docks 
parishes, to enable them to have a little more at Christmas.  The parish priests have over many 
years been grateful for your generosity, and whatever you can give in addition to your very 
generous Food Bank contributions would be greatly appreciated in difficult times. 

 

 

ADVENT SERVICE: Brentwood Cathedral on Sunday 27th November at 4.00 p.m. With 
music from the Cathedral choir, readings and lighting of the Advent wreath led by Bishop Alan 
Williams, this is a perfect way to begin our spiritual preparation for Christmas. All welcome. 
You can also watch this service on the Thresholds of Hope page on youtube: https://youtu.be/
c2KQhRXzOFU 

CAMPION SCHOOL SENIOR CITIZENS’ CHRISTMAS PARTY:  St. Joseph's Parish 
has been allocated 15 places at The Campion School Senior Citizens' Christmas Party on 
18th December between 1.30pm and 6.30pm at the school. Transport can be provided. Would 
anyone interested please contact Peter Jones on 07932 539106 as soon as possible. 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL UPMINSTER RELIEF MIDDAY SUPERVISOR:  St. Joseph's 
School is seeking to appoint an enthusiastic Midday Supervisor to join their friendly team. For 
further information, please call the school office 01708 220277. Please note that the school 
follows safer recruitment practices. 

CAMPION SCHOOL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR: Saturday 26th November from 10am to 
2pm.  Please come along and support us. 

CDOT VOICES CHARITY CONCERT IN AID OF QUEEN’S AND KING GEORGE’S 
HOSPITAL: St Peter’s Centre, Cranham. Saturday 3rd December 7pm—9.30pm featuring 
the Year 3 and 4 choirs from St Joseph’s School. £10 adults Children—free. Tickets from 
Bernadette Tsocos on 0782-523-5717 or from the repository at the weekends.  Please note that 
our knitting and craft group will be holding a stall at the concert selling a large range of 
products many of which will be Christmas items and the favourites from our last concert sale. 

CALLING ALL RED MISSIO BOXES: It’s that time of year again when we need to collect 
the red Missio boxes. Please take a brown envelope from the back of the church and empty the 
contents of your red box into it.  These envelopes should then be dropped into the presbytery  
before Sunday 4th December. The money can then be banked before the end of the year. 
Thank you for the donations as we continue to support Missio around the world. 

BCYS SUMMER LOURDES 2023: Applications are now open for the Brentwood Catholic 
Youth Service pilgrimage to Lourdes, from 23rd – 30th July 2023!  The week is spent travelling 
alongside the main Diocesan pilgrimage to assist the elderly and infirm, and for those 
travelling with the BCYS, the week will also include a retreat, reconciliation service, the 
chance to visit the baths, a trip to a UNESCO World Heritage site, social nights and party as 
well as experiencing the Lourdes Torchlight Procession and Blessed Sacrament Procession. 
Open to anyone in school year 10 and above, all information and details on how to apply can 
be found at www.bcys.net/events/sl23 

SVP1833 YOUNG ADULT'S RETREAT: An opportunity for students and young adults, a 
weekend retreat of prayer, reflection and mission in the Vincentian Spirituality. During the 
weekend, we will have talks by inspirational speakers, moments of prayer and reflection as 
well as a visit to Leeds Community Support Project where we will experience some of the vital 
work of the SVP. To be held on the weekend of 25th-27th November 2022 at The Briery 
Retreat Centre, 38 Victoria Avenue, Ilkley, West Yorkshire LS29 9BW. Cost: £35. To book, 
email: youngvincentians@svp.org.uk or follow the link: https://SVP1.formstack.com/forms/
young_adult_s_retreat_application  

CALAIS LIGHT is calling YOU to join us on our refugee convoys to Calais. Age 18+. Nov 
18-20 and Dec 9-11 Experienced Continental drivers are extra welcome. A promised weekend 
of fun and fulfilment is guaranteed. Volunteer & really help refugees. Full details and bookings 
at www.calaislight.com.  
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