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This week’s readings remind us of the importance and the power of prayer. It is a mystery how 
prayer works, but it is clearly something God wants us to do, and he is able to use our prayers in 
order to bring about his divine plan. Certainly we can say that prayer draws us closer to God 
and to one another. It is not so much about trying to change God’s mind, as bringing ourselves – 
our hearts and minds – into closer alignment with him. I said on the evening of my induction 
that however much we need people to do things, which we do, let us not forget how important it 
is to pray for our parish and for one another. In fact everything we do, if it is to bear fruit, must 
be rooted in our relationship with God and the worship we offer in the Mass. Prayer is a vital 
contribution to the life of our parish community and one that can be made even by those who 
are not able to come to church. On the other hand even those with busy lives and little free time 
can surely find a few moments each day to give to God. The key thing is to learn, in the words 
of the Benedictine Dom John Chapman, to “pray as we can, not as we can’t”. If we are unsure 
what to do in these times of prayer, perhaps just sit quietly, pray the Our Father or another 
traditional prayer, and share with God whatever is on your heart at that time. If we want to give 
our prayer a little more structure, those three words I spoke of in my homily last week – 
‘please’, ‘sorry’ and ‘thank you’ – can give us that. Though we can of course pray anywhere, I 
know that some of you find it helpful that the church is open during the day for as a place to 
pray in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, and it is always good to see people of all ages 
popping in for a few moments before school, or on their way to work. 

 

I am deliberately keeping this week’s article brief to leave room for the October anniversaries 
and sick list, which are of course provided for our prayers. These names are always included in 
the prayers offered by our prayer group which meets each Tuesday evening in the Social 
Centre, along with the notes left on the prayer board in church. 

 
I am grateful to my brother priests from Rainham and Goodmayes for celebrating Masses here 
over the next couple of weeks, as there are certain days when long-made plans mean that I am 
unable to do so. Please note that there is no eucharistic adoration for the next two Saturdays or 
Wednesdays (including this weekend), and just for these two weeks the church will be closing 
at lunchtime. 

 

God bless, 

Fr Matthew 

 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: THIS WEEK: Please note there is no 
Holy Hour on Wednesday or Saturday, and no Mass on Friday morning. Other 
weekday Masses as usual. Normal times for Eucharistic Adoration resume from 29th 
October.                                            

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Wednesdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

Repository: Saturdays before & after Mass, and Sundays after the 9am Mass until 
10.55am 

More information about parish activities and job opportunities in the diocese can be 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
15th / 16th October 2022 

THE 29th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (YEAR C) - Mass Book Pg 68 

(Ex 17:8-13, 2 Tm 3:14-4:2, Lk 18:1-8)  

Sat 15th Oct            ST TERESA OF JESUS (AVILA) V, REL, D  

    5.30pm—6.15pm NO ADORATION OR CONFESSIONS THIS WEEKEND 

    6.30pm                      People of the parish 

Sun 16th Oct  TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

   9.00am                      John Street & Marie Pearce RIP (Anniv) (Street) 

   11.00am                      Deceased members of the Cahill Family (Cahill) 

Mon 17th Oct   ST IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH, BP, M 

   09.15am                      Colin Baker RIP (Anniv) 37 years 

Tues 18th Oct   ST LUKE, EVANGELIST (with our Year 2 classes) 

   09.15am             Brian & Maureen Springham’s Intentions 

Wed 19th Oct   

   09.15am                       Fr Mark Wharton’s Intentions  

Thur 20th Oct     

   09.15am                      Charlie O’Donnell’s Intentions 

Frid 21st Oct   

   09.15am   NO MASS THIS MORNING 

     1pm   Marriage of David McEneaney & Victoria Gardner 

Sat 22nd Oct    

    5.30pm—6.15pm NO ADORATION OR CONFESSIONS THIS WEEKEND 

    6.30pm                      Mary & Bob Collins RIP (Mason) 

Sun 23rd Oct  THIRTIETH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR  

   9.00am                      People of the parish 

   11.00am                      John Byrne RIP (Scully Family) 



 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Gerry Cahill, Michael Coady, Jeanette (Jan) Cavalier, 
Reuben Jack Dodd (Lacey), Emilia Gunn, Deborah & Paul Bussutil, Christopher Noel Ashford, 
Joan Spoor, Margaret Munnelly, Liam O’Byrne, Tom Martin, Maureen Peek, Frances Oskis, 
Maggie Ollington, Maureen Springham, Joseph Furzer, Martyn Oliver, James Nickelson, Len 
Rawlings, Stella Rogers, Wenda Cordell, Meg Nellist, John (Johnny) Hayes, Irene Stubbings, 
Janet Martin, Tony White, Nora Delor, Maureen Pain, Ian Laidlaw, Julie Cordell, Stella Owen, 
Patrick Rodgers, Mary Smith, Frank Hamilton, Christine Sejas, Jeff Woods, Anna Gawlik, 
Maureen Anderson, Patricia Mylod & Lisa Bostock.  Please let us know if anyone should be 
added to or removed from the list. 

SCHOOL APPLICATIONS: Some Catholic schools, including St Joseph’s, Sacred Heart of 
Mary, and Campion, give priority to practicing Catholic families. This is defined as weekly 
attendance at Mass (with reasonable exceptions such as illness), and is demonstrated by a 
Certificate of Catholic Practice issued by the parish priest. If you are able to honestly state that 
you meet this criteria then you are asked to attend the church at one of the following times (no 
appointment needed, but be prepared to wait). If you do not meet this criteria but your son or 
daughter is baptised you should still apply directly to the school of your choice and submit the 
Supplementary Information Form and Baptism Certificate in order to be considered under the 
broader ‘Catholic’ category; if so then you do not need to meet with Fr Matthew. Fr Matthew 
will sign forms for non-Catholic faith schools at these times for those who meet the 
requirements of those schools. If you need a baptism certificate, please apply without delay to 
the parish where baptism occurred. The (only) times when Fr Matthew is available for this 
purpose are as follows: 

Primary School applications: Tues 15th November 4-6pm or Thurs 24th November 5-7pm. 

LIVE SIMPLY: “When we give cheerfully and accept gratefully, everyone is blessed.”  Maya 
Angelou. Thank you for your generosity towards the Canning Town Foodbank which is now in 
desperate need of food items and toiletries. Thank also to those who drive particularly Patrick 
Chalk. All donations gratefully received. 

CWL NOTICES: Our next lunch club will be on Wednesday 19th October in the social 
centre starting at 12 noon.   

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL ‘OPEN EVENING’: St Joseph's 
Catholic Primary School is holding an 'Open Evening' on Thursday, 3rd November at 6:30pm 
for parents of children who are due to start school in September 2023 (born between 01/09/2018 
and 31/08/2019). There is no need to book. 

MALCOLM HALLOWS RIP: Please pray for the repose of Malcolm Hallows who died 
recently and for all how mourn.  His funeral will be at Upminster Cemetery Chapel on Tuesday 

8th November at 12 noon. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: There will be a meeting for parents of children in year 3 or 
above who wish to make their first Reconciliation and first Holy Communion in the coming 
year, at 6.15pm on Monday 7th November in church. At least one parent should attend per child, 
though both are encouraged to attend. Children aren’t expected to come, but it is fine to bring 
them as well as other siblings if easier. The course will consist of 12 sessions taking place after 
school on Mondays, as well as four parent’s sessions. You will receive a list of dates at the 
meeting. First communion children and their parents are expected to attend Mass every 
weekend as an integral part of their preparation, and there will be four Sundays during the 
course when all children will come to Sunday Mass together.  

COST OF LIVING CRISIS: In light of the current cost of living crisis, the parish are planning 
to open the Social Centre as a ‘warm space’ during the winter evenings, providing warmth, food 
and most importantly, community fellowship. It is intended to open in the evenings for a couple 
of hours and provide basic hot food and drinks, days and times tbc.  This will be open to all 

families and individuals in these challenging times. In order for this to happen, we need 
volunteers to help with the organisation, food preparation and offers of transport for people 
unable to get themselves to and from the centre.  If you are interested in helping in anyway, there 
will be a planning meeting on Thursday 20th October, at 7pm, in the Social Centre. Please come 
along on the evening or contact David Leech - 07534 583435 - for further information.  

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH CHOIR: Do you enjoy singing? Have you ever wanted to sing as part 
of a group? Then why not join St Joseph’s Church Choir.  We come together twice a year and 
rehearse for about ten weeks before singing at the Christmas and Easter Masses.  We are always 
looking for new members to swell our numbers, and singers of all abilities are welcome.  Our first 
rehearsal for Christmas is in the Church at 7.30pm on Monday 17 October.  Please contact Mark 
Hewitt on mark142857@hotmail.com for details. 

ST JOSEPH'S 5th UPMINSTER GUIDES: We have restarted Guides 10yrs upwards at St 
Peter's Catholic Centre on Thursday evenings from 7.00pm—8.30pm. Interested in joining our 
friendly group --Contact:-dianeconsultants@gmail.com 

BCYS YOUTH MASS IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RELICS OF ST BERNADETTE:  
Sunday 16th October, 6:30pm, Brentwood Cathedral.  Please join the Brentwood Catholic Youth 
Service, with Bishop Alan presiding and Fr Dominic Howarth preaching. Open to anyone, no 
need to book! 

BCYS YOUTH GATHER 22nd - 23rd October, Mersea Island:  Guest speakers Barry and 
Margaret Mizen will be sharing the incredible story of how they chose to forgive the man who 
killed their son Jimmy the day after his 16th Birthday.  The  SVP will also be leading a workshop, 
and there will be the chance to try a brilliant range of activities from climbing, high ropes, archery 
and so much more! The cost is just £55 for the weekend, with coach travel and all meals included. 
This event is for anyone in years 9-13, and you can book NOW at www.bcys.net/events 

BULB COLLECTION: We are again collecting bulbs for St. Peter's garden.  Last time we 
collected over 800 and the garden looked spectacular in the Spring.  Please hand in the bulbs in a 
bag or box labelled with their type to Bernadette in the Repository.  We will have a bulb planting 

PARISH ANNIVERSARIES OCTOBER 2022 

Irene Acott, Cornelius O’Mahoney, Muriel Brown, Kevin Danagher, Bernadette Humphreys, 
Eileen Cooke, Catherine Goddard, Anne Blaney, Maureen Faughnan, Elizabeth Widger, David 
Tarplett, Veronica McKeone, George Williams, Catherine Ferguson, Victor Hughes, Caroline 
Saunders, Rosemary O’Hallaran, Sylvia Kinghorn, Isabella Markham , James Harkins , Rose 
McKeown , Sheila Higgs , Margaret Storey, Jessie Burns, Margaret Ratcliffe, Michael      
Markham, Lauren Dixon, David Steward, Irene Ritchie, Sabrina Roberts, Gwendoline Coate, 
Barbara O’Brien, Lynne Salmon, Bridget Martin, Stephen Barrable, Robin Clist, John Foy, 
John Rix, Mgr McKenna, Maureen Pereira, Rose Powell, Maria Judge, Kathleen Butters,     
Peggy McKeown, William Shave, Christina Pinder, Colin Baker, Catherine Gillespie, Marie 
Pearce, David Lawless, William Croly, Margaret Casey, Cornelius Coughlin, John Street,    
Joseph Barrett, Sarah Dailey, Joseph Burke, Madeleine Ferry, Danny(Desmond)Jones, Fr Clay, 
John Rix, David Judge ,Katelyn Hope Henry,Agnes Mason, George Gurney, Eileen 
McCheyne, Jessie Rapp, Fred James, June Gilson, Patrick Curtin, Emilia Taylor, Peggy Hill, 
James Leonard, Moira Kennedy, Frank Hosey, Mary Clark, Jane Winn , Theresa Saunders, 
Cyril Henden, William Hudson, Joan Behan, Eileen Furzer, Patrick Hinchin, Margaret          
Kennedy, Daniel Corrigan, Margaret Connolly, Maureen Baillache, Christine Wright &               
Winifred Walker. 

.                                   May they all rest in the eternal peace of Christ 

mailto:mark142857@hotmail.com
http://www.bcys.net/events


 


