
 

 

CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST JOSEPH 

Champion Road, Upminster, RM14 2SY 

 

2nd Sunday and Week in Ordinary Time (Epiphany 2) 

15 / 16 January 2022 

Sunday Mass Times & Intentions 

(Saturday)  6.30pm Nancy Scully, RIP (Anniv)  (Vigil Mass) 

 9.00am Kathleen & Sonny Brennan, RIP (Anniv) 

 11.00am People of the Parish 

 

DAILY MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

  Time  Intention 

Monday 17th 9.00am St Anthony of Egypt, Abbot Julia Conway, RIP 

  6.00pm YEAR 4 RECONCILIATION SERVICE 

Tuesday 18th  9.00am Feria Colin Culkin, RIP 

Wednesday 19th  6.30pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions  

  7.30pm St Wulfstan, Bishop Alex Hendry, RIP (Anniv) 

Thursday 20th  9.00am Feria Mary Geaney, RIP 

Friday 21st  No mass  St Agnes, V&M (Parish Priest’s Rest Day) 

Saturday 22nd  10.00am Our Lady on Saturday Intentions of Colette Talbot 

  10.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions 

 

 

“All these [gifts] are the work of the one and same Spirit, who distributes different gifts to 

different people just as he chooses”. (1 Corinthians 12:11) 

 



 

THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

First Isaiah 62:1-5 

Psalm Response Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all the 

 peoples (Ps 95) 

Second 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

Gospel St John 2:1-11 

Sunday readings are for Year C; Weekday readings are for Year 2 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 

 Morning Evening 

Monday Jonah 1&2 / St Matthew 12:22-end Jonah 3&4 / 1 Corinthians 1:1-25 

Tuesday Micah 1 / St Matthew 13:1-23 Micah 2 / 1 Corinthians 1:26-2:end 

Wednesday Micah 3 / St Matthew 13:24-43 Micah 4:1-5:1 / 1 Corinthians 3 

Thursday Micah 5:2-end / St Matthew 13:44-end Micah 6 / 1 Corinthians 4:1-17 

Friday Micah 7 / St Matthew 14 Nahum 1 / 1 Corinthians 4:18-5:end 

Saturday Nahum 2 / St Matthew 15:1-28 Nahum 3 / 1 Corinthians 6 

Readings are taken from Morning & Evening Prayer according to the Ordinariate Daily Office 

 

Please pray for the Sick - Michael Coady, Doreen Hately, Jeanette (Jan) 

Cavalier, Reuben Jack Dodd (Lacey), Emilia Gunn, Deborah & Paul Bussutil, 

Christopher Noel Ashford, Joan Spoor, Margaret Munnelly, Liam O’Byrne, 

Tom Martin, Maureen Peek, Frances Oskis, Maggie Ollington, Maureen 

Springham, Joseph Furzer, Martyn Oliver, James Nickelson, Len Rawlings, 

Stella Rogers, Wenda Cordell, Meg Nellist, John (Johnny) Hayes, Irene 

Stubbings, Janet Martin, Tony White, Nora Delor, Pat Silverlock, Maureen 

Pain, Ian Laidlaw, Julie Cordell, Stella Owen, Patrick Rodgers, Mary Smith, 

Anthony Roberts, Frank Hamilton, Mark Willoughby, Christine Sejas, Jeff 

Woods. 

We remember our departed family and friends - Winifred Slade, Florence 

Bell, Donald Paveley, Elizabeth Brady, Derry Lydon, Stanley Downey, Jean 

Morrell, Philomena Johnson, Thomas Murphy, Walter Goold, Richard 

McKeone, Rose Newman, Martha Greenwood, David Anderson, William 

Boxall, Constantin Titus, Ian Kelly, Nellie Cantwell, Mary Cooney, Eileen Wilson, Peggy Bolton, Harry 

Gallagher, Sydney Stubbs, Fr. David Donnell, Terence Hill, Frederick Cagney, Kathleen Ridley, Anne Fox, 

Albert Green, Bridget Claydon, Patrick Connaughton, James Maguire, Francis Dempsey, William Kendrick, 

Ian Lamont, Simon Thomas, Hilda Lawrence, Angela Connor, Sarah Murphy. 

The Holy Father’s prayer intentions for January 2022 are for all those suffering from religious 

discrimination and persecution; may their own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from 

being brothers and sisters in the human family. Please remember the work of Aid to the Church in Need in 

your prayers this month. 



 

THE PARISH PRIEST WRITES … 

On Monday evening our Year 4 and Year 3 

pupils make their first Reconciliation 

(Confession). Please pray for them, and their 

families, that they may use this sacrament 

throughout their lives, and gladly embrace the 

grace of God in forgiveness. 

This sacrament has been much neglected these 

past few decades, as more and more Catholics equate attending mass with the reception of Holy 

Communion. To unite ourselves with our Lord in this mystical and regenerative way is both a great privilege, 

and our birth-right as children of the same heavenly Father. The Catechism reminds us that, “This mystery of 

blessed communion with God and all who are in Christ is beyond all understanding and description. Scripture speaks 

of it in images: life, light, peace, wedding feast, wine of the kingdom, the Father's house, the heavenly Jerusalem, paradise: 

"no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him” (para 

1027). 

However, great privilege bears equally great responsibility, and we should ensure that we are adequately 

and spiritually prepared to make our Communion: “To respond to this invitation we must prepare ourselves for 

so great and so holy a moment. St. Paul urges us to examine our conscience: "Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or 

drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a man 

examine himself, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For any one who eats and drinks without discerning the 

body eats and drinks judgment upon himself". Anyone conscious of a grave sin must receive the sacrament of 

Reconciliation before coming to communion” (para 1385). 

Going to Confession is one of the best ways to prepare ourselves for Holy Communion, especially if we have 

been away from mass for some time. Confessions are available on Wednesday evenings (6.30-7.15pm) and 

Saturday morning (10.30-11.30am), or by appointment. Fr Michael 

 

LITURGICAL NOTES 

At the beginning of Week 1 of Ordinary Time, the weekday readings take 

us through the middle history of the nation of Israel. The books of 1 

Samuel to 2 Kings (weeks 1-12) are interrupted by Lent and Eastertide, but 

nevertheless remind us of God journeying with his people, but with tragic 

consequences. From the calling of the prophet Samuel and King David, to 

the destruction of Jerusalem, and the annexing of the Southern Kingdom. 

During this period, we also journey through St Mark’s Gospel, the earliest 

of the four gospels, and one with a definite ‘eye-witness’ feel to it. It strips 

back many of the details included by Matthew and Luke, and the reflective 

narrative of John, giving us a short and pithy account of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. As we read 

through St Mark on Sundays last year (B), then many of the episodes should be familiar to us. You could 

read it at home in under two hours, if read continuously in a single sitting. Below is a prayer we could use, 

prior to reading Sacred Scripture: 

Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scripture to be written for our learning: Grant that we may in such wise hear 

them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace 

and ever hold fast the blessed hope of eternal life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ; who liveth and 

reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

(Source: Divine Worship: Daily Office – Collect for the 2nd Sunday of Advent) 



 

TEACHING FROM THE MAGISTERIUM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

The Gospel reveals to us how Mary prays and intercedes in faith. At Cana, the mother of Jesus asks her son for the 

needs of a wedding feast; this is the sign of another feast - that of the wedding of the Lamb where he gives his body and 

blood at the request of the Church, his Bride. It is at the hour of the New Covenant, at the foot of the cross, that Mary 

is heard as the Woman, the new Eve, the true "Mother of all the living”. 

(Catechism of the Catholic Church, para 2618) 

 

We are still experiencing increasing rates of Covid-19 infections in the 

Parish – church and schools – so can I please ask everyone to be vigilant, 

especially in the use of hand sanitizer and the wearing of face masks, 

unless you are exempt. Can I also ask that prior to receiving Holy 

Communion, would you please briefly remove your face covering. 

There have been a number of instances when the Host has been dropped 

on the floor. This will minimise the risk. (Fr Michael) 

Thank you to all parishioners who contribute to parish giving via the 

Gift Aid scheme. Can all registered Gift Aiders, using the spare envelopes for second collections at the back 

of church, please ensure that they mark them with their designated Gift Aid number. We managed to reclaim 

£18,203 from the Inland Revenue last tax year. (Kevin Armstrong) 

We are getting short of readers at mass, both on Sundays and Weekdays. If you would like to read at mass, 

and have not done so before, then some training can be made available. Please ring or email the office if you 

are willing and able. In a similar way, we are still in need of more altar servers for each mass over the 

weekend, or on weekdays. This is open to boys and girls, but you must have made your first communion. 

This is a great way to participate in the mass, and to serve the Lord at the heart of the church’s life of worship. 

It has also been demonstrated in the USA that over 85% of seminarians – men in formation for the priesthood 

- have at some time in their lives been altar servers. Please see Fr Michael or Mr David Burge if you would 

like to offer yourself in this way. Training is available. (Fr Michael) 

There is a wide selection of cards available for purchase in the Parish Office for Baptisms, First Holy 

Communion, Confirmation, and Reception into the Church. We also have a wide variety of Rosary Beads for 

sale. Please pop into the office between 9.00-12.30pm (except Wednesdays) if you wish to purchase. (Rachel 

Hayward) 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest – Fr Michael Halsall 

Parish Secretary – Rachel Hayward 

The Parish Office is open Monday & Tuesday; Thursday & Friday mornings, 9.00am – 12.30pm 

Tel. 01708 222432 

Website - www.stjosephschurchupminster.com 

Facebook – St Joseph’s Catholic Church 

Email – upminster@dioceseofbrentwood.org 

Latest news and job vacancies within the Brentwood Diocese can be found on both the Parish and Diocesan Websites 


