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2023 is a significant year for our parish community. It is the centenary of the opening of the 
first post-reformation Catholic Church in Upminster, and the formal creation of a new parish to 
serve the people of this town. These two landmark events occurred in the same year, 1923, 
though separated by several months: 25th January and 3rd October respectively. Our centenary 
year celebrations will be inaugurated by a celebration of Holy Mass with our bishop a week on 
Wednesday, coinciding with the first anniversary. I hope as many people as possible from our 
parish community will be able to come together on Wednesday 25th for the Mass at 7pm and 
celebratory refreshments afterwards in St Joseph’s school hall. This is a perfect opportunity to 
celebrate all the wonderful things that happen in our parish community thanks to the hard work 
of so many volunteers, as well as welcoming those who have joined our parish in recent years. 

Significant though this anniversary is, our parish did not spring out of nowhere 100 years ago. If 
you know anything about place names, you may be aware that ‘minster’ refers to a large or 
important church. Upminster, a name which is found in William the Conqueror’s Doomsday 
Book, suggests a settlement gathered round a church ‘up’ on a hill. St Laurence’s Church dates 
from the thirteenth century – a time when everyone was Catholic – but there must have been an 
even earlier church either on that site or possibly adjacent to Upminster Hall.  

I have seen a remarkable booklet produced nearly 40 years ago by parishioner and historian 
Tony Butler entitled ‘Thirteen Centuries of Witness’. It describes a continuous Catholic 
presence in the Upminster area from the time of St Cedd’s seventh-century mission to East 
Anglia, continuing even through the dark days of oppression which followed Henry VIII’s 
decision to lead the English Church away from communion with the successor of Peter. As 
Catholics began to enjoy greater freedom from the late 18th century onwards, the flame of faith 
that had been preserved by some faithful recusant Catholic families, notably the Petre family of 
Ingatestone,  along with arrival of Irish immigrant workers, lead to increasing numbers of 
Catholics in this area. A church was established in Romford in 1856 which served this area as 
well, until a parish priest of Romford, Fr Jules Van Meenan discerned a need to establish a new 
church to serve the growing number of Catholics in Upminster, a village that was itself growing 
following the arrival of the railway. And so the proceeds of a fete were used to by a plot of land 
on the corner of St Mary’s Lane and Sunnyside Gardens, and build a small church, opened in 
January 1923. By the 1930s more room was needed, leading to the acquisition of the present 
site and a temporary church before our present church was built in 1939; but the beginnings of 
this parish community are in that small church on Sunnyside Gardens.  

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & CONFESSIONS: Saturday evening 5.30-6.15pm and 

Wednesday 12 noon–1pm. Confessions also available on request when Fr Matthew is 

available or by appointment.  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-12.30pm (except Wednesdays). 

St Joseph’s School - School office 01708-220277  

Sacred Heart of Mary School - School office 01708-222660  

Campion School - School office 01708-452332  

Gift Aid Organiser - karm1@btinternet.com  

Baptisms & weddings  - please speak to Fr Matthew after Mass  

Repository: Saturdays before & after Mass, and Sundays after the 9am Mass until 10.55am 

More information about parish activities and job opportunities in the diocese can be found 

on our website: www.stjosephschurchupminster.com  

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE AWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE   
EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT DOORS IN THE CHURCH, AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL 

MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SILENCED BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS   

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
14TH / 15TH JANUARY 2022 

SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (A) - Mass Book Pg 55 

(Isaiah 49:3,5-6, 1 Corinthians  1:-3, John 1:29-34) 

Sat 14th Jan            

    5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      Winifred & Ronald Threadgill RIP 

Sun 15th Jan  SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

    9.00am                      People of the parish 

   11.00am                      Jimmy Murrin RIP (Gulvin) 

Mon 16th Jan    

   09.15am                      Con & Madge Irving RIP (Bramham) 

Tues 17th Jan   ST ANTHONY, AB 

   9.15am    Cath & Dixie Deane RIP (Manning) (with year 6 children) 

Wed 18th Jan   

   09.15am                       Fr Martin Fletcher’s Intentions (Dennehy) 

 12pm—1pm  EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

Thur 19th Jan     

   09.15am                      Margaret O’Sullivan’s Intentions (Dennehy) 

    11am   Funeral—Diane Romano 

Frid 20th Jan    

   09.15am   Members of the Catholic Women’s League Upminster  
    Section 

Sat 21st Jan   ST AGNES, V, M 

   5.30pm—6.15pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND CONFESSIONS  

    6.30pm                      Ernie Hazelwood RIP (St Joseph’s Choir) 

Sun 22nd Jan  THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

    9.00am                      Henry (Chris) Nye RIP (Anniv) 

   11.00am                      People of the parish 



 Though we look back with gratitude, this year is also about looking forward, and seeking the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit as we carry out the mission entrusted to us. The main task for the 
year then is to strengthen both our sense of belonging to this worshipping community and our 
sense of shared responsibility for the work of proclaiming the gospel: an invitation to turn to the 
Lord and receive the new life he offers. We need to constantly receive this message anew 
ourselves and then live it in our daily lives. The high point of this centenary year will be a week
-long parish mission at the beginning of October, designed to help us all to respond to our 
baptismal calling with ever greater boldness and conviction.  To prepare us for this from the 
spring onwards I will be inviting parishioners from different parts of the parish to come together 
for a series of area Masses and social gatherings to help us get to know each other better. In the 
meantime let us make the success of this year a particular focus for our prayers, praying that 

everything we do will be to the greater glory of God.  God Bless, Fr Matthew. 

                                                  **************************** 

PARISH MUSIC GROUP: Continuing this week there will be an informal group open to all 
musicians of every age and ability to come and share in some music making, as well as anyone 
who wants to come along and listen, on Wednesdays from 4-5pm in the Social Centre. The 
Social Centre will remain open afterwards for anyone who wants to drop in for a cup of tea or 
coffee or a chat. Please note that under 18s must be accompanied by a responsible adult.  

PARISH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: We are in need of more readers for masses as well as 
new members for the choir.  If you would like to join our rota please send an email to 
Upminster@dioceseofbrentwood with your contact details. 

BAPTISM CONGRATULATIONS: Congratulations to the families of Bobby David Tyler, 
Clara Angela Tyler and Darcy Era Cemurati Zekaj, who were received into the church recently 
through baptism.  

CRIB: The crib, now adorned with the Magi who arrived at Epiphany, will remain in place 
until the feast of the Presentation (Candlemas) on 2nd February for all who wish to visit the 
Christ-child and give thanks for his birth. Any contributions to the crib collection will be 
gratefully received and put to good use by the Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society. There is 
also some blessed chalk by the crib, for the Epiphany custom of inscribing our doorways with 
the year and the initials of the Magi – please help yourself.  

DIARIES: The parish diaries for 2023 have now arrived and are available to purchase  from the 
back of the church.  Although we had intended to increase the price this year, in view of the late 
arrival we will hold the price at 20p for another year (but you are welcome to supplement this 
with a donation!).  

PAYING/GIVING BY CARD: It is now possible to make payment for repository purchases or 
give to the parish using a credit or debit card. Please speak to our repository volunteers, Fr 
Matthew, or the parish office. Please note that cash will always be accepted, this is simply 
offered as another option.  

PARISH DATABASE: We are currently renewing our parish membership database. All those 
who belong to St Joseph’s parish (including those who live outside the parish but worship here) 
are requested to register details of their household online at tinyurl.com/stjosephsup or 
by completing the registration card available in the porch. Thank you for those who 
have already done this. We are currently processing the information received; if you 
provided an email address you will receive an acknowledgement in due course and we 
intended to contact all new parishioners, but ask you to be patient!  

DBS UPDATE: If you have a pack that you are not using please return it to the church inline 
with our Live Simply pledge.  If you have documents that need processing please contact 
Kathleen O’Donnell via the presbytery (222432). 

PARISH CENTENARY: Bishop Alan will be joining us for a celebration of Mass to 
inaugurate our centenary year at 7pm on Wednesday 25th January, the centenary of the 
opening of the first Catholic church in Upminster. Mass will be followed by a buffet and drinks 
in St Joseph’s School Hall – an occasion to celebrate and give thanks for our parish community 
and all who contribute to parish life in so many different ways.  

WINTER WARM SPACE: Open to everyone in the local community. Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday evenings from 6pm—7.30pm.  Feel free to join us in the Winter Warm 
Space in St Joseph’s Social Centre, 117 St Mary’s Lane, Upminster, RM14 2QB. This is open 
to everyone. Please help spread the word. If you need a lift or have any questions, please email 
stjoscc@gmail.com  

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY: Saturday 18th February 2023 Dom’s French Supper Night in 
the social centre after 6.30pm mass in aid of Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society.  Price, 
how to book and menu  will be published in the newsletter as soon as available. 

CWL WEDNESDAY LUNCH CLUB: The CWL Lunch club re opens on Wednesday 18th 
January at 12 noon. If you cannot make lunch pop in a little earlier for a cup of tea or coffee.  

‘CAFOD’ COULD YOUR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION BE TO HELP BUILD A 
BETTER WORLD THROUGH VOLUNTEERING? CAFOD the Catholic Agency for 
Overseas Development, are looking for people to give some time and join them in their 
mission. Could you help develop our work in parishes or Catholic schools? Or raise a voice 
and campaign for justice throughout the diocese? Training and support are provided. See 
cafod.org.uk/Volunteer for more information or get in touch with cdriscoll@cafod.org.uk  

LUNCHTIME ORGAN RECITAL BRENTWOOD CATHEDRAL: On Wednesday 18th 
January we look forward to our first Lunchtime ORGAN Recital of 2023 which will be given 
by Ben Collyer from the Royal College of Music.  This will take place at the usual time of 
1pm – 1.45pm followed by refreshments in the Song School.  Ben’s Programme is as follows:- 
Paul Hindemith—Sonata 1 and Maurice Duruflé  Prelude et fugue sur le nom d’Alain. 

STUDY DAY ON THE APOSTLE PAUL: The next Gidea Park Study Day will be on 
Saturday 21st January 2023 from 11am until 1.30pm at the Catholic Church of Christ the 
Eternal High Priest, Gidea Park. The speaker is Dr Sean Michael Ryan, chair of the Catholic 
Biblical Association of Great Britain, and research associate at the Margaret Beaufort Institute 
in Cambridge. Dr Ryan will speak about ‘The Gospel according to St Paul’. The event is either 
in-person or live-stream. Coffee will be available for those attending in-person from 10.30am. 
Please bring a packed lunch. Gidea Park Station (Elizabeth Line) is five minutes from the 
church. For those attending via livestream simply go to www.whatgoodnews.org on the day. 
Recording of the talks will be made available after the event on the same website.  

BCYS SUMMER LOURDES 2023: Applications are now open for the Brentwood Catholic 
Youth Service pilgrimage to Lourdes, from 23rd – 30th July 2023! The week is spent 
travelling alongside the main Diocesan pilgrimage to assist the elderly and infirm, and for 
those travelling with the BCYS, the week will also include a retreat, reconciliation service, the 
chance to visit the baths, a trip to a UNESCO World Heritage site, social nights and party as 
well as experiencing the Lourdes Torchlight Procession and Blessed Sacrament Procession. 
Open to anyone in school year 10 and above, all information and details on how to apply can 
be found at www.bcys.net/events/sl23. 

LEADERSHIP VACANCIES IN DIOCESAN SCHOOLS: Details of all positions can be 
found at the following link https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/departments/education /
vacancies/school-vacancies/  
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