
PARISH MEETING UPDATE – PLANS FOR OUR CENTENARY YEAR 

Last Sunday we had an open parish meeting, the second since I arrived, following my plan to hold 
these periodically in place of a parish council. My intention is to encourage a wider sense of own-
ership and responsibility for our parish community, and to create an environment where all mem-
bers of the community feel able to raise concerns or make suggestions. I would like to thank those 
who attended, and will now share a summary of what was discussed. 

I began by remarking what a great experience I’d had the day before accompanying thirty of our 
confirmation candidates to the ‘Flame’ Catholic youth event in Wembley Arena. I quoted something 
one of the speakers, Archbishop Tim Costelloe of Perth in Australia, had said at a World Youth Day: 
there isn’t a young church, there isn’t an old church, there isn’t an Australian church (or an Upmin-
ster church), only a church. We all belong to one church, and the church is bigger than our own 
parish. Nevertheless our parish is a community, or better a family, and its hallmark is or should be 
not only a sense of belonging, but also a sense of responsibility, care and love towards all the other 
members. The last meeting coincided with my becoming aware that we were about to celebrate 
the centenary of our parish: this seems to be a real gift to us, and we should make the most of this 
opportunity. My hope for our parish centenary year is that we can strengthen this sense of belong-
ing and responsibility so that our parish community can itself grow stronger, more united, more 
welcoming, and more confident in our purpose. This aim runs through all the plans I outlined for 
the continuing celebration of our centenary, building on the wonderful start to the year when 
Bishop Alan joined us for the Mass and party in January.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

The next event is a Community Festival planned for Sunday 23rd 
April in Upminster Park (weather and final-council-approval permit-
ting). This will be open to the whole Upminster community and I 
hope will raise our profile in the town a little. The main element of 
the festival is a concert on an outdoor stage, with Brentwood School 
Big Band secured as a headline act. This band, which has been on 
tour nationally and internationally, comprises a large number of highly talented musicians who en-
joy making music together – a handful of them are also members of our parish. Alongside this there 
will be a Beer and Cream Tea Tent, with real ales provided by the Upminster Taproom (which hap-
pens to be on the site of the first St Joseph’s Church!). There will also be some inflatables for chil-
dren to enjoy, so hopefully something for everyone! There is a list below of volunteering opportu-
nities, as I hope this will not only be an enjoyable afternoon for those who come but a chance to 
come together as a parish community and get to know each other better. Just to be clear, this isn’t 
a fundraising event; whilst I hope that some of the costs will be met by advertising and donations I 
do see this as an investment in our parish. The date, though it is only six weeks away, is dependent 
on a number of factors, including availability of the park and the band, and not wishing to be too 
close to other events in the community. 

This will be followed with a series of Area Masses during the summer term. The idea of these is 
that people will have an opportunity to worship and then socialise with people who live in the same 
broad area of the parish, but don’t necessarily know one another yet. If your details are on our new 
database then you will receive an invitation (if not, please register asap!), but the dates will also be 
publicised in due course. 



The next big event in our Centenary, at the beginning of October (coincid-
ing with the anniversary of the creation of an independent parish for 
Upminster), will be a nine-day Mission led by the Sion Community based 
in Brentwood. Our mission team will be Michelle Moran and Teresa Car-
valho, both of whom have very extensive experience in evangelisation and 
formation. The mission will include a range of events encompassing all the 
diverse groups within our parish and offered at different times of the day (even early morning) in 
order to reach as many people as possible. Its key aim will be to energise and unite the parish in a 
common sense of commitment to the gospel and the task of living and witnessing to our faith in 
Jesus Christ. This will take place at the beginning of October. This is the sort of thing a parish might 
put on once a decade if that, so we really want to make the most of it. 

CENTENARY APPEAL - A GIFT FOR NOW AND FOR THE FUTURE 

As well as these events, it’s been suggested that we might mark our cen-
tenary (they don’t come round very often…) by contributing to some sort 
of tangible legacy. I’ve thought about the sort of thing that would be a 
significant and outward-focused addition to our church and have come up 
with two things (I hope both will be achievable). The first is a bell. When I 
first visited St Joseph’s and saw the turrets either side of the main door I 
thought that they were surely designed to house a bell. I half-jokingly sug-
gested at my Induction Mass that since there wasn’t yet a bell for me 
to toll as a sign of taking up office, I would add that to my five-year 
plan. Bells have a very long association with churches, rung as an invi-
tation to prayer or summons to worship, to announce the death of a 
parishioner, and to mark the passage of the day. I envisage a single bell 
in one of the turrets, with an automatic striking system to chime the 
Angelus (the prayer by which we traditionally recall the incarnation at 
the beginning, middle and end of the day), to call people to worship 
on Sunday, to mark the consecration at Mass, and to toll at funerals. I 
don’t envisage an hourly chime, and certainly not during the night (although the Angelus is tradi-
tionally prayed and chimed at 6am, this would be transferred to 9.15am when we currently pray it 
at the beginning of weekday Mass!). In this way the bell would serve as an audible reminder that 
we are here, and perhaps prompt those who hear it to lift there minds to God for a moment. I know 
that there may be some misgivings about causing a nuisance to neighbours, but given the size of 
bell we are likely to have I don’t think it would be very noticeable indoors and it will not be ringing 
constantly or at unsociable hours. 

The second idea, which Mr Ross (head at St Joseph’s School) 
and I came up with independently, is to improve the school 
prayer garden – the small area of grass between the church 
and the junior playground. At present it can’t really be used 
as there is a steep bank and it gets muddy when wet. Our plan 
is to replace the grass with a patio, on the level of the church 
car park with steps down to the playground, retaining the bor-
ders and the shrubs (some of which have special significance) 
and adding a new shrine of Our Lady. The existing fence would 

be replaced by a gate, with another at the playground end, so it can be open to 
the school safely during the school day and open to the public the rest of the time. 



It would be lovely to have both of these projects completed in time for Bishop Alan’s return visit in 
September. The overall cost for both projects will come to something like £15,000. Whilst we could 
cover this from parish reserves, I believe there is great value in the parishioners of today – of all 
ages – being associated with something that gives thanks for the past 100 years and will also benefit 
the parish, serving our outward mission hopefully for many years to come. Our church was built by 
the generosity of parishioners, and this can be our gift to those who come after. It’s also the case 
that, whilst we shouldn’t just accumulate money in the bank, there will be other calls on our re-
serves in the coming years as we think how best to develop, for example, our youth ministry and 
our parish meeting facilities. Nevertheless we may be able to put some exist-
ing legacies and donations towards this in order to give us a head start. You 
can already contribute to the Centenary Appeal using our card donation 
screen, online (scan this QR code, or go to the Centenary or Giving page on 
our parish website and click ‘Centenary Appeal’) or via bank transfer (contact 
the parish office for details) – there will be fundraising events in due course 
(perhaps a quiz night as was suggested). There will be a plaque to identify 
these as a Centenary gift from the parish. 

DISCUSSION 

The second part of the meeting was an opportunity for questions or comments about anything. There 
were some specific questions about the centenary plans which I have addressed above. 

• Someone asked if we could we make the online newsletter more smartphone friendly. This is 
certainly something we can look into, especially as we have commissioned a new website (from 
the same design company who have produced a new website for the Cathedral). 

• It was suggested that a better legacy for the centenary would be to support the wider church in 
some practical and substantial way that would benefit people in need and strengthen our ties 
of communion beyond the local parish. On the other hand a bell, as well as having the potential 
to upset neighbours, could give the impression that we were prioritising external things at a time 
when many people are experiencing hardship. My response is to agree that we can and should 
do something to support others. We already do this, for example the CAFOD Lent appeal and 
our links with Canning Town and Custom House, though we can always do more. We might do 
something to support our twin diocese in South Africa, for example. However it can be 
‘both/and’ rather than ‘either/or’. Our church was built when times were hard, and we have 
something more than the bare bones of a building: art, architecture and craftsmanship have 
always been seen as an offering to God rather than a mere luxury. A new bell is intended as 
something positive to draw attention to our presence in the community and the presence of 
Christ in our midst.  But let us certainly do both! 

• There was a question about planning for the future, and plans for amalgamating parishes, noting 
that Portsmouth with 87 parishes, is planning for 24 in the next ten years. In his recent Pastoral 
Letter Bishop Alan stated clearly that the Diocesan Vision Document, which emerged from the 
work carried out by Stewards of the Gospel in each parish, is still the plan for the renewal and 
restructuring of our diocese. Restructuring may include amalgamating parishes in some cases 
but at this stage parish partnerships are about finding ways of cooperating locally, as well as 
looking at how things would work in a future with typically one fewer priest. For the Upminster-
Hornchurch partnership we are asked to plan for two priests, where there are currently three 
priests and three churches. We need to keep an open mind as to what cooperation will look like, 
but my sense is that youth ministry seems a good place to start. 



• In view of our connections with Canning Town, it was suggested we might involve the Friars of 
the Renewal in some way in the spiritual life of our parish: perhaps assisting with the Mission,  
promoting vocations, helping with confessions, or providing input for quiet days at other times.  

• Some aspects of parish finance were discussed following on from a question about whether pa-
rishioners can support the parish by standing order (yes you can – contact the parish office for 
information). A recent innovation is the introduction of tokens that allow people who give in 
other ways to still place something in the collection bag that is then placed before the altar at 
Mass. It was suggested that weekly collection amounts could be given in the newsletter – we 
have been advised in the past that this is best avoided as it can attract thieves. I suggested we 
might start reporting offertory income and significant outgoings on a monthly basis. In addition, 
I intend to publish an annual financial report – such transparency is only fair, given that parish 
money is money which parishioners have given. 

• Someone asked what plans I had for children and youth. This is an important area for develop-
ment, but let us recognise what we do have already: the recent re-launch of Children’s Liturgy 
which is going well, a great team of altar servers from primary to secondary school age and 
beyond, young people involved in music including cantoring at Mass, families meeting in the 
Social Centre after Mass on Saturday or for coffee on a Sunday morning: all different ways in 
which younger parishioners are embedded in the life of our parish. We do also have excellent 
catechetical programmes for First Holy Communion and Confirmation with dedicated catechists 
who are generous with their team and energy. However there is a gap in provision between First 
Communion and Confirmation, coinciding with the transition from primary to secondary school: 
a need that was provided for by the youth group pre-pandemic. My hope is to relaunch the 
youth group at some point, though perhaps in a different form and listening to the young people 
themselves to find out what they would value. Bishop Alan has encouraged parish partnerships 
to consider employing a youth worker, and there is some grant funding available to help this get 
started. I’m pleased to say also that we have some young people from the parish participating 
in the BCYS pilgrimage to Lourdes and the World Youth Day in Portugal this summer, and I’ve 
received a donation from the Social Club to help the families with the cost of this. There are still 
a few places available for Lourdes, and I already know of some who are keen to go in 2024!  

• A question about using St Peter’s Centre in Cranham for parts of the Mission opened up a wider 
question about the future of this site. We certainly could make use of it at least for some events, 
though I think the central Upminster site should be the main focus as it is where we gather for 
worship as a parish community. With the support of the finance committee I am actively looking 
into options for the future of Cranham, so that we can make the best use of this site, and I intend 
to make this, and future plans for developing the Social Centre, the subject of an open meeting 
later in the year. 

• Following the meeting I had a useful conversation with someone who works for a public body in 
the area of diversity and inclusion, about how we can do more in this area. The Catholic church 
is truly international, and this is reflected in our parish community. I hope later in the year to 
take up the suggestion of an evening of food and music from the various countries that members 
of our parish have roots in – perhaps a fitting conclusion to our Centenary year! 

 

HELP NEEDED – CENTENARY FESTIVAL 

There is a list in the porch for people to sign up to help at our festival in April, or you can email the 
parish office (upminster@dioceseofbrentwood.org) with ‘Centenary Festival’ as the subject. We par-
ticularly need: stewards, bouncy castle supervisors, people to help set up and clear up, prize-draw 
ticket sellers. Also, someone with a van we can use to move stuff around, and a couple of gazebos. 

mailto:upminster@dioceseofbrentwood.org

