
 

 

CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST JOSEPH 

Champion Road, Upminster, RM14 2SY 

 

5th Sunday and Week in Lent (Passion Sunday) 

2 / 3 April 2022 

Sunday Mass Times & Intentions 

(Saturday)  6.30pm William Grigg, RIP  (Vigil Mass) 

 9.00am People of the Parish 

 11.00am David Wisker, RIP 

 

DAILY MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

  Time  Intention 

Monday 4th 9.00am Feria Anthony Belcher, RIP 

Tuesday 5th 9.00am Feria Peter O’Neill, RIP 

Wednesday 6th 6.30pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions  

  7.30pm Feria Madge Woolnough, RIP 

Thursday 7th 9.00am Feria Ellen Rogers RIP (Family) 

Friday 8th 7.30pm Stations of the Cross at St Joseph’s 

Saturday 9th 10.00am Feria Peter Gallagher, RIP 

  10.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions 

 

  



THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

First Isaiah 43:16-21 

Psalm Response R. What marvels the Lord worked for us! 

 Indeed we were glad. (Ps 125) 

Second Philippians 3:8-14 

Gospel St John 8:1-11 

Sunday readings are for Year C; Weekday readings are for Year 2 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 

 Morning Evening 

Monday Numbers 6 / St John 10:22-end Numbers 9:15-end; 10:29-end / Titus 1:1-2:8 

Tuesday Numbers 11:10-23 / St John 11:1-44 Numbers 12 / Titus 2:9-3:end 

Wednesday Numbers 13:1-3, 17-end / St John 11:45-end Numbers 141:25 / 2 Timothy 1 

Thursday Numbers 16:1-35 / St John 12:1-19 Numbers 16:36-17:end / 2 Timothy 2 

Friday Numbers 20 / St John 12:20-end Numbers 22:1-35 / 2 Timothy 3 

Saturday Numbers 22:36-23:26 / St John 13 Numbers 23:27-24:end / 2 Timothy 4 

Readings are taken from Morning & Evening Prayer according to the Ordinariate Daily Office 

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK 

Please pray for the Sick - Michael Coady, Doreen Hately, Jeanette (Jan) Cavalier, Reuben Jack Dodd (Lacey), 

Emilia Gunn, Deborah & Paul Bussutil, Christopher Noel Ashford, Joan Spoor, Margaret Munnelly, Liam 

O’Byrne, Tom Martin, Maureen Peek, Frances Oskis, Maggie Ollington, Maureen Springham, Joseph Furzer, 

Martyn Oliver, James Nickelson, Len Rawlings, Stella Rogers, Wenda Cordell, Meg Nellist, John (Johnny) 

Hayes, Irene Stubbings, Janet Martin, Tony White, Nora Delor, Pat Silverlock, Maureen Pain, Ian Laidlaw, 

Julie Cordell, Stella Owen, Patrick Rodgers, Mary Smith, Anthony Roberts, Frank Hamilton, Mark 

Willoughby, Christine Sejas, Jeff Woods, Margaret O’Donohue. 

We remember our departed family and friends - Alice Hooper, James Woolward, Terence Mahoney, Peggie 

Atkinson, Maureen Bradford, Ann Fennell, William Crowley, Eileen Hall , Gladys Hallahan , Cecilia Fletcher, 

Hilary Dingli, Sr Dolores McGoldrick, Patrick Carter, Eileen Neale, Gwendoline Sena, Patrick Horrigan, 

Annette Stokes, Robert Sexton, Patrick Coleman, Charles Cantwell, Rose Coult, Mary Catherine Smith. 

The Holy Father’s prayer intentions for April is for Health Care Workers - We pray for health care workers 

– many of whom are poorly paid - who serve the sick and the elderly, especially in the poorest countries; 

may they be adequately supported by governments and local communities. 

 

“All I can say is that I forget the past and strain ahead for what is still to come; I am racing 

for the finish, for the prize to which God calls us upwards to receive in Jesus Christ”. 
(Philippians 3:14) 

  



HOLY WEEK begins with the ‘triumphal entry 

of Jesus into the city of Jerusalem on PALM 

SUNDAY. Our mass times will be as usual, but 

it is characterised by having an initial Gospel 

reading of this event, and also a long reading of 

the Gospel of the Passion from the appropriate 

year – this year C - being St Luke. 

Monday to Wednesday in Holy Week allows us to ‘play ourselves in’, as we have an opportunity to make 

our Confession after mass on Mondays and Tuesdays, and before mass on Wednesday evenings as usual. 

Why not make a special effort to come to mass each day in Holy Week. This is an important part of our 

preparation for what comes next: THE SACRED TRIDUUM – the three days of Maundy Thursday, Good 

Friday, and Holy Saturday. 

The MAUNDY THURSDAY Mass at 7.30pm is characterised by the annual liturgical re-enactment of the 

Last Supper, with the priest washing the feet of twelve invited men. At the beginning of mass the Holy Oils 

for use throughout the year, are processed into church, as they are blessed and consecrated by the Bishop. 

At the end of mass we ‘strip the altars’ and place the Blessed Sacrament in the Garden of Gethsemane, 

beneath the statue of Our Lady. This will be transformed into the Easter Garden on Saturday afternoon. We 

leave in silence, and the church is open till midnight for silent prayer, as we wait with the Lord in his own 

Gethsemane experience of doubt and agony. 

GOOD FRIDAY – the most solemn day of the year – is a day of both fasting and abstinence (only one full 

meal or two small ones, and no meat of any kind). At 10.00am we walk the Stations of the Cross, and I 

encourage the young families in particular to participate in this. Then at 3.00pm we experience the Good 

Friday Liturgy, whose form dates back at least to the late fourth century AD in Jerusalem. The priest and 

servers enter in silence, and we have the annual dramatic reading of the Passion according to St John. Mass 

is not offered on this day, but communion is given in one kind only from the ‘presanctified’ mass of Maundy 

Thursday: The Triduum is a continuous rite. We also come forward to kiss the cross, as an act of humility 

and gratitude for our Lord’s sacrifice. 

HOLY SATURDAY morning is characterised by silence and desolation. There is no reserved sacrament in 

church, no hangings, or decorations. The church is bare, to identify with the tomb of Christ, as he descended 

to the dead to free the souls from hell whom he has predestined to save. 

At 8.00pm on Saturday evening we have the greatest and most joyful liturgy of the year - THE EASTER 

VIGIL. Please note, there is no 6.30pm vigil mass. At this mass we start outside with the blessed fire, and 

process inside in pitch darkness, whilst the priest intones, ‘The Light of Christ’ three times. An ancient hymn 

is then sung – The Exsultet – then we sit for a number of Scripture readings and Psalms. As we then light up 

the church and sing the Gloria, we greet the Easter Gospel. Two adults are to be baptised, and two others are 

to be received into the Church, and we each renew our own baptism promises. 

The mass times on Easter Day are 9.00am and 11.00am as usual. 

The choir and organists are putting in a lot of effort to support the singing and music of the Triduum, 

and we shall also need lots of help from the servers, readers, and people to arrange the church and 

flowers. Please make every effort to attend the Sacred Triduum, as Easter Day is diminished without 

a proper participation in our Lord’s Passion and Death. I know it is time-consuming, and makes 

great demands on us at this time of year. Remember, that is why we have a holiday at this time: 

‘holy-days’ to give us that time to participate in these great mysteries of our salvation. 

May the Lord bless each of us, and strengthen our resolve, as we move closer to the Easter of our 

faith.  Fr Michael 



The Catholic Women’s League (Upminster Section) are holding a post-

pandemic reunion in the Social Centre on Wednesday 6th April at 2.30pm. 

Come along and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee with cake, and meet up with some 

old friends and make some new ones. You do not need to be a CWL member: 

all are welcome, and you are free to bring a friend. Jill Louden 

The Parish Office has some packs of Easter Cards and Rosaries for sale. Please 

pop in if you would like to buy yours in good time. It is getting harder to purchase 

religious cards from high street suppliers, so why not support the parish instead. 

The Repository at the back of church has not yet reopened since the end of restrictions. If anyone would like 

to consider taking on this responsibility, then please speak to myself or Fr Michael. It already has some stock, 

but to have it open after the 9am and 11am mass on Sundays would be very beneficial to all.  

 Rachel Hayward 

Thank you to all who clean and look after the church. We need a new co-ordinator who can organise the 

weekly cleaning rota, keep in touch with people, and keep an eye on replenishing cleaning materials. If any 

of our current cleaners would like to take on that simple task, then please see Fr Michael or Rachel in the 

Parish Office. 

Thank you to all the parishioners who planted the saplings at St. Peter's. We are very grateful to the 

Confirmation candidates who also came to help after school.  It was a glorious sunny afternoon, and with so 

many helpers we planted the 50 trees in just over an hour. We are delighted that the 'I Dig Campaign', which 

provided the trees, has now registered St. Joseph's as part of the Green Canopy initiative, to celebrate the 

Queen's Platinum Jubilee. Bernadette Tsocos 

It is with sadness that we announce that Ellen Rogers – a parishioner for over 35 years – died recently after a 

short illness. Her funeral will be a quiet family affair, and her ashes are to be buried in her native Ireland. 

Requiescat in pace. 

 

TEACHING FROM THE MAGISTERIUM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

“Sunday is the pre-eminent day for the liturgical assembly, when the faithful gather to listen to the word of 

God and take part in the Eucharist, thus calling to mind the Passion, Resurrection, and glory of the Lord 

Jesus, and giving thanks to God who 'has begotten them again, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead' unto a living hope". (Catechism of the Catholic Church, para 1167) 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest – Fr Michael Halsall 

Parish Secretary – Rachel Hayward 

The Parish Office is open Monday & Tuesday; Thursday & Friday mornings, 9.00am – 12.30pm 

Tel. 01708 222432 

Website - www.stjosephschurchupminster.com 

Facebook – St Joseph’s Catholic Church 

Email – upminster@dioceseofbrentwood.org 

Latest news and job vacancies within the Brentwood Diocese can be found on both the Parish and Diocesan Websites 


