
 

 

Second Sunday of Lent – Year C 

On a recent visit to Waterstones to buy a book, I spied a pink volume 

on the new books shelf which took my interest. It wasn't so much the 

pink that I noted, but the title. It is written by the popular Essex girl, 

star of the X Factor, and ITV's Loose Women - Stacey Solomon. Her 

new book is called, Happily Imperfect. As I stood in Waterstones, 

dressed in clerical black, a Doctor of Philosophy, thumbing through a 

pink fluffy book with a cheeky grin on the cover, I had a few strange 

looks from other customers. What Stacey is promoting in this - fairly 

shallow but chatty 'self help' - book, is that we should accept who we 

are, with all our quirkiness and imperfections, and embrace life as it 

is presented to us. 

 

So, Happily Imperfect is a good place to start: but is it where we wish 

to end up? Lent answers a resounding, No! The reason that I say no 

is because of the book's subtitle: Living Life Your Own Way. With the 

best will in the world, and all the self-help and mindfulness that we 

can muster, we cannot effect that change in us that will lead us to 

heaven; the change that will make us more like Jesus; the change 

that will transform our relationships at home, work, school, and in our 

neighbourhoods. 

 

The central theme of Lent is 'transformation': it is a journey from one 

state to another. In between we must take a long look at ourselves, 

our inner selves, and seek to grow closer to God both by his grace, 

and our own small efforts. The whole point of our Lenten fast, prayer, 



 

 

and almsgiving, is that we co-operate with God in our own journey 

towards wholeness. The lion's share of the work is done by God's 

grace, and not our own efforts, and we certainly cannot go it alone.  

 

Pope Francis published an Apostolic Exhortation a couple of years 

which highlighted the dangers of two ancient heresies which, in his 

view, are still present in our world - and in the church today. One of 

these is Pelagianism. Named after an English philosopher in the 4th 

century, Pelagius taught that human beings were capable of working 

out their own salvation, and that God's grace was too remote to help 

us.  He taught that there is no such thing as Original Sin, so therefore 

no need for baptism. We meet people who believe this all the time: 

I don't have to go to church to be a good Christian; 

God loves me just as I am; 

I don't need to go to confession to a priest to be forgiven. 

God didn't create me to hate me. 

 

These statements are all true in one sense, as some people are 

denied the sacraments and fellowship of other Christians - for  

reasons beyond their control. But we who have them should never 

despise them, for they are the means of grace: taking us from where 

we are, to where God wishes us to be; to grow in holiness, purity, and 

service of both God and our neighbour. This is where prayer, fasting, 

and almsgiving come into effect. 

 



 

 

Our Gospel today is in stark contrast to last week. We have moved 

from the desert, to the rich countryside of Judea; from the flat dusty 

plains, to a mountain top. As Jesus is transfigured before the eyes of 

Peter, James, and John, he is joined by two other biblical characters: 

Moses and Elijah. Moses, the giver of God’s law, and the great 

prophet Elijah, were the only Old Testament figures to hear the voice 

of God directly, and see the glory of God upon a mountain (see 

Exodus 24:15–18; 1 Kings 19:8–18). The scene presents to us 

historically the three stages of grace that God offers to the world ... 

Because we cannot help ourselves ... The Law (Moses); the Prophets 

(Elijah); and supremely Himself in the person of Jesus, of whom God 

says, "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!”  

 

When the divine cloud departs in today’s Gospel, Moses and Elijah 

are gone. Only Jesus, James, John, and Peter remain. God has 

revealed the glory of the Trinity - the voice of the Father, the glorified 

Son, and the Spirit, in the shining cloud. Jesus fulfils all that Moses 

and the prophets had come to teach and show us about God. So we 

can never be ‘happily imperfect’ when we are faced with a vision of 

perfection, such as Jesus; we can never be happily imperfect if we 

know the penalties that our sins cost Jesus, in his Passion and 

Crucifixion; we can never be happily imperfect when we are promised 

that, in life and death, we shall be transformed and share in his divine 

nature. 

 



 

 

Imperfection is part of the fallen, human condition, and thank you 

Stacey Solomon for reminding us of that. In the gospels Jesus starts 

his relationships with people just where they are - think of Zachaeus 

the Tax Collector, and the woman caught in adultery; but he takes us 

from where we are, to where he wants us to be. Jesus ate and drank 

with sinners, but never anywhere do we read that he sinned with 

them. Each day in Lent is, or can be, another step towards our own 

perfection as we find it in Christ. Under the divine gaze of God, we 

fall short; but in the transforming power of the Holy Spirit we are 

moved back to God, to be transfigured ourselves. 

 

Let us continue in our Lenten journey, and renew our efforts and 

commitment to receive all the graces that God desires to lavish upon 

us. 


