
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT – YEAR C 

Today’s Gospel contains one of the most well-known, best loved, and powerful 

parables that Jesus taught – that of the Prodigal Son. It is only found in St Luke’s 

Gospel, and therefore is of primary importance, as it reveals the meaning of the 

whole Gospel – universal salvation. Indeed, it is more than a parable – an 

exaggerated story with a moral point to it. It is an allegory of our lives – all of 

our lives. An allegory, as you may know, is a story or fable where each aspect 

and event has an immediate meaning, and relation to our own experience. They 

are not to be taken literally, but instead to be held up as a mirror to our own 

lives. 

The young man in the parable was from a privileged family; he was to inherit 

well upon the death of his father. Until then he was well provided for, and – in 

a world of insecurity - his future was secure. To ask for his inheritance early 

was to wish his father dead; to leave the family home and squander a significant 

sum of money on loose living (you can fill in the gaps yourself) was to exercise 

the vice of ‘prodigality’: an excess of generosity, leading to his own downfall. 

Leaving nothing for a later rainy day – or famine, as happened to be the case – 

was to be his ultimate downfall. 

Upon returning to his father’s house, hungry and poorly dressed, we experience 

two momentous events which change his life. Firstly, he planned to make a full 

admission and confession of his guilt and loss – loss of his birth-right, and loss 

of his father’s favour. Secondly, the father was already looking out for his 

return. One can imagine him daily looking down the road, doing a silent vigil 

for his lost son. Upon his return, the son was embraced, restored to favour, and 

celebrated. The sonship and friendship which was lost is now restored. 



This allegory has very clear parallels with all our lives – self included. So how 

do we become friends again with God? How do we bridge that gap that we have 

created because of our sins, the neglect of spiritual lives, and offences against 

our neighbour? Having once again repeatedly distanced ourselves from the one 

who loves us most? From the one who is looking out on the road for us to 

return? 

We are now beginning the final weeks of Lent, when we approach Holy Week 

and Easter. This, in itself, draws us to repentance, mercy and forgiveness. A 

little while longer and the mystery of our salvation will be accomplished. If at 

times – like the prodigal son - we have been reticent about penance and 

atonement, we can be filled with confidence at the thought of how short is the 

time involved, and how great the reward: a prize entirely disproportionate to 

our own small efforts. Let us cheerfully follow Jesus, and confidently seek His 

mercy in Confession.  Pope Francis is talking about this all the time.  He said 

recently: ‘Each of us should ask ourselves: When was the last time I went to 

Confession? And if it’s been a long time, do not lose another day! Jesus is there, be 

courageous, go to Confession’. Pope Benedict called the crisis we are experiencing 

in the Church not a crisis of Vocations, but the crisis of Confession. He wrote to 

all of us priests asking us to rediscover and help others discover the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation. It’s a Sacrament we need to use and cherish.  It is there to help 

us remain the children of God that we are meant to be, and let go of all the 

rubbish and baggage that we carry around; of the sins, that Christ died for. The 

Year 3 children and Confirmation Candidates will soon be making their 

reconciliation; those to be baptised and received into the Church at Easter will 

make theirs also. 

Will you use this opportunity also, whilst there is still time? 



The Sacrament of Confession is not only central to this penitential season, but 

is central to the Christian life. Together with the Blessed Eucharist, Confession 

(or Reconciliation) are the two Sacraments that we should be receiving most 

frequently. Do not be fearful, but be encouraged that the Lord is looking out to 

embrace us; he is ready and waiting for our return. 


