
We say a number of times in the liturgy of the mass that God is holy. 

The hymn of the Sanctus - "holy, holy, holy ..." comes from both the Old 

and New Testaments - the prophet Isaiah (ch 6) and the book of 

Revelation (ch 4); we see the words 'Sanctus', meaning 'holy' in Latin, 

inscribed above the Blessed Sacrament. We call this part of the church 

the 'sanctuary', because it is where the presence of Jesus is located in 

the tabernacle. The room through the side door is called the 'sacristy', 

because in it are the holy vessels and vestments, blessed and 

consecrated for the mass. You get the idea. We can call the things of 

this world 'holy' because God makes them so; because God is holy first 

and foremost.

Whatever we say about God, then we say something about ourselves. 

There is something about God in all aspects of Creation. It runs through 

like the lettering in a stick of Blackpool or Southend rock. If you read the 

first chapter of the book of Genesis, just prior to our first reading today, 

then we see two things happening: God brings order out of chaotic and 

unformed matter, which is the building block of all life. The writer of this 

creation account then speaks of all things 'becoming' in successive 

stages - six of them. At the end of each stage - or day - God declares 

that 'and it was good', and at the end of six days he declares that it is 

'very good'. What the writer is saying is that the good which God is, is 

proclaimed in all of creation: it exists at every level. What God is (and 

remember that we get the word God from the Anglo-Saxon word 'Gott', 

which means 'good'), creation shares it in a unique and particular way. 

The writer of the Psalms tells us that, "The heavens are telling the glory 

of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork" (19:1). 



When we declare in our worship that God is 'holy, then we acknowledge 

that God has a moral perfection, incapable of losing it, or diminishing. 

When we speak of a human being holy, then they share something of 

the nature of God - but in a human way. Unfortunately, unlike God (and 

the Angels) we are capable of losing that holiness. As we draw near to 

God in prayer, as we seek to live our manner of life in imitation of Jesus, 

and in the sacraments, then that holiness is restored. 

A number of the early church and medieval writers likened this to a 

blacksmith, heating up iron ready to mould into a horseshoe or a tool. 

They observe that as the cold iron is put in the hot fire of the furnace 

that it is clear and obvious which is which: hot coals and cold iron. But 

as the iron heats up, then it begins to take on the characteristics of the 

furnace: it becomes hot and it glows the same orange colour, and is now 

ready to be worked into shape. As the iron is removed from the fire then 

it begins to lose its heat and soon cools down and hardens. It then 

needs to be returned to the fire to be worked again, and formed into 

something useful. That is like us and God: What God is, is permanent 

and unchanging; we can become like God in each of our individual 

particularity, but we can lose that likeness by removing ourselves from 

God's presence. In drawing close to God then we become more like 

God, but in our own human way.

The Church and the saints teach us that the best way to draw near to 

God are through the ways that we best encounter God: in the Sacred 

Scriptures and in the sacraments. In the sacrament of penance or  



reconciliation (or Confession) we let go of our sins - those things which 

separate us from God, so that we can be most truly ourselves. In the 

sacrament of the altar we physically ingest the sacramental body and 

blood of Jesus into our whole being - body and soul. It is good to see so 

many returning to mass, but we mustn't lose that link between these two 

sacraments. We should not receive communion if we are in a state of 

grave (or mortal) sin. The Church hasn't stopped teaching this, even if 

some priests are silent of it. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available 

now here in the parish twice a week, on Wednesday evenings and 

Saturday mornings, and by request. Travelling around, I have been 

privileged to hear people's confessions on train platforms, underground 

trains, and in the streets. When God moves us to let loose those things 

which separate us from him, then it is a genuine movement of the Holy 

Spirit calling us to holiness - to be like God. God is not remote or distant: 

he has come close to us in the person of Jesus Christ, one like us in all 

things, but sin. Thanks be to God.


