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Harvest Festival is an opportunity for us to give thanks to God: not just 

for a good harvest - safely gathered in - but also for the many blessings 

he pours down upon us.  It is also an opportunity for us to respond to 

God’s generosity, by imitating his generous giving, and bringing God’s 

blessings to others. Many of you have done so already, bringing food 

stuffs to share with those less fortunate than yourselves – either by 

donating food and other goods to the Food bank that we support, or by 

donating money to them. I thank you on their behalf.

In our Gospel reading chosen for today, Jesus tells a parable of a rich 

man whose land produces abundant crops. Rather foolishly – or 

perhaps selfishly – he decides to pull down his barns and build larger 

ones, to store all his grain and his goods. It is clear from the parable that 

the rich man has made a bad choice, but I wonder, what should he have 

done instead? I’ve always had a little sympathy with him, as he might 

have been storing his excess grain for the winter, or for a time when the 

harvest was not so kind. However, from what follows clearly implies that 

what he did was a problem for God. What else could he have done, and 

what can we take from this parable?

Well, firstly, of course, he should have given thanks to God for the good 

harvest. It never harms to say thank you, when we have been given 

something to which we have no right. Do we say grace at meal times – 

either at home or work or school – prior to enjoying the fruits of God’s 

harvest? If not, is it because we take our food for granted, or have we 



simply got out of the habit? Have we delve open such a sense of 

entitlement with regard to food, that we have become desensitised to all 

the hard work and organisation which brings it to our doorstep. Never 

fail to give thanks.

Secondly, he could have invited all his neighbours: all those who lived or 

were residing temporarily in his village or town, to a great feast to share 

and enjoy the bountiful harvest with him. Do we share what we have 

with those around us? Upminster is an affluent area: in six weeks of 

walking around the parish – morning, afternoon, and evening – I haven’t 

encountered a single homeless person, or anyone begging on the 

streets. But we don’t have to travel far for that to be the case. Perhaps 

to put our selves out and buy a sandwich and a small bottle of water 

would only lighten our pockets by a few pounds. We have so much: 

never miss an opportunity to share what we have. Giving a small gift of 

food and drink is usually a better option than giving cash.

Thirdly, he could have used his new-found wealth to help those who 

were poor, whilst still having enough for himself. This would appear to be 

his greatest omission. Jesus tells us that the poor are always with us, so 

for those who genuinely care then giving needs to be a lifestyle – a 

continuous flow of love and sacrifice towards those who, for whatever 

reason, do not have our benefits. At many levels of parish life I have 

encountered great generosity: let it be one thing that we are known for, 

in imitation of God's gracious provision for us all.

In giving thanks for God’s gracious provision in Creation, we also need 

to work with nature, in being good stewards of the fruits of the land, sea, 

and the air. All aspects of Creation are interdependent, and any 



conversation about ecology and environmental policies must have at 

their heart a recognition that it all comes from the heart of God. Our 

Catechism reminds us that, “Because creation comes forth from God's 

goodness, it shares in that goodness - 'And God saw that it was good. . . 

very good' - for God willed creation as a gift addressed to man, an 

inheritance destined for and entrusted to him.” (para 299)

As we have received from God, so we return thanks to him, and share 

with others. Being amongst the world’s richest people – for that is what 

we are – isn’t a sin: it is a challenge to test the true value of our faith, 

and an opportunity to be generous and gracious. In all things: give 

thanks to God.


