
 

 

Baptism of the Lord - Year C 

 

This may seem an odd time to talk about Christmas presents, but I wonder if 

you've ever been given a gift whose wrapping is exquisite. The paper is of 

superior quality; the proportions are neat and even; it is finished with ribbon, 

squared off on all sides and curled up at the edges. Now clearly, it wasn't 

wrapped by a man, but such a gift is rarely torn open rapidly, but slowly ... 

savouring the anticipation of what may lie inside. The gift itself is beyond your 

expectations, and what you feel you may deserve, and it takes time to sink in, 

so you spend a few evenings just looking at it, folding up the paper once 

opened, as a gift almost in itself. Hold that thought. 

 

We are now two weeks beyond Christmas, and well into the new year. Those 

who work are now back to work; those who go to school will be back into 

your routine of studies. Most university students even have exams this coming 

week. Back to normal. But there is a real sense that we are not; that we are 

still in an important season that has a purpose all of its own. If we were using 

the old 1962 Latin Missal, or the Ordinariate Rite - to which I belong - then 

we are in the season and Sundays of Epiphany, these  'showings from above', 

where the true reality of who Jesus is, is uncovered as the weeks progress to 

the beginning of pre-Lent. Unfortunately, the liturgical reforms of the 1960s 

land us back into that which we call 'Ordinary Time', losing the momentum 

and meaning of the season of Epiphany. Each week in this season some new 

reality is revealed to us, unwrapping slowly the 'Word made flesh' which was 

proclaimed in John's Gospel on Christmas morning, and last Sunday. 

 



 

 

Today we encounter Jesus being baptised by his cousin John, an event entirely 

unnecessary and irrelevant, at least in the case of Jesus. As the origin of 

Christian baptism, for the forgiveness of sins, it doesn't apply to Jesus - he 

wasn't a sinner. So why was he baptised with the rest of broken, alienated, 

sinful humanity? Well, like many aspects of these Epiphanies, there are two 

levels of meaning.  

 

Firstly, in his baptism, Jesus identifies with the whole of the human condition. 

He does not condescend to be baptised, but does so in order for his true 

nature to be revealed. He is the Son of God, identified with the 'Servant' in 

our reading from Isaiah, and part of the Holy Trinity. Being a divine person, 

he does not shirk from his identity with humanity. 

 

Secondly, he has shown us the means of how God mediates our salvation, 

through the washing of water in baptism: "by means of the cleansing water of 

rebirth and by renewing us by the Holy Spirit". St Paul's letter to Titus, relates 

this sacramental act of baptism with the promise of eternal life. In our 

baptism, we are incorporated into the life of the Trinity: our Creation by the 

Father; our Salvation through the Son; and our Sanctification in the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

In a few moments, instead of reciting the Nicene Creed, which is usual on 

Sundays, we will reaffirm our baptism faith and receive the sprinkling of holy 

water from the font, using the words of the Apostles Creed. We haven't been 

able to use holy water for some time in church, for reasons of our health and 

safety, but today we identify with the death and resurrection if Jesus in 



 

 

baptism, as he identified with us in the baptism of John the Baptist. Baptism 

incorporates us into the life of Jesus, and the life of the Church. That is why 

the Easter - or Paschal - Candle resides near the Font. 

 

When the deacon or priest prepares the altar, he says a private and silent 

prayer over the wine and water, as it is poured into the chalice: 

'By the mystery of this water and wine, may we come to share the divinity of 

Christ, who humbled himself to share in our humanity'. 

 

As we encounter these Sunday epiphanies, we encounter something about 

ourselves also. May the Lord strengthen us in our faith, and give us courage 

to share it with others. 


