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EASTER MORNING 
 

"You have died, and the life you have is hidden with Christ in God" 

Colossians 3:1-4 

 

Today we are faced with a mystery worthy of the great detective novels and 

characters of stage and screen ... the body is missing! 

 

This morning we are confronted by the response of three people, who deal 

with this 'strange happening' in their own respective ways. 

 

Firstly, Mary Magdalene - for it was the custom that women prepare a body 

for burial, just as they bring it into the world. She could not do this last act of 

charity for Jesus on Friday, as his broken body was hastily taken down from 

the cross, buried and sealed in the tomb. It was there - early on the morning 

of the third day – she witnessed the one thing that she never expected: the 

tomb was open, and the broken, battered, and lifeless body of Jesus was 

missing. What she had done so many times for others, she could not now do 

for Jesus. The two things that accompany death were simply absent - 

lifelessness and decay. The counterfactual had happened, the thing least 

expected: He was missing. 

 

In true mumsy fashion, she cries out the obvious - someone has stolen him - 

"they have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 

have put him". She does not accuse or identify who 'they' are; it is almost as if 

she is talking to herself in the presence of Peter and John, having lost 

something precious which she needs urgently. Her cry sounds almost like 

one of those conversations at home before the school run, or an important 

appointment, "someone has moved the car keys, and haven't put them back 

in the right place" ... and yet knowing that they will eventually turn up. She did 

not know the sheer magnitude of her own words. 
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But Peter and John did, for they had heard the prophecies of Jesus predicting 

his death and resurrection - three times in fact - and this set them off. If Mary 

Magdalene's response was domestic and mumsy, then the boys did what 

boys do when they get excited ... they had a race, and John won. He stayed 

by the door, for to enter an ‘occupied’ tomb was to make yourself ritually 

unclean, but Peter - in typical Peter fashion - ran straight in. What they found 

was curious: not the usual crime scene of chaos and disorder, but of the 

grave clothes folded up separately. If this was the work of a burglar, then he 

was a considerate and tidy one.  

 

We hear nothing more of the response of Mary, nor Peter, but that John 

simply "saw and believed". This is as near to 'blind faith' as you get in 

Christianity, and we have to wait till next Sunday to meet the risen Christ. A 

whole week elapses for us, but a day for them, and you can imagine the 

conversations amongst the Apostles and women, going over it in their minds 

of what Jesus said, how words and phrases which meant nothing at the time 

began to make sense ... 

"Till this moment they had failed to understand the teaching of scripture, that 

he must rise from the dead" ...and that is precisely what St Paul means in the 

[opening quotation above : read again] 

 

By our baptism and faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus, we too are 

caught up in the stark mystery of the empty tomb, and we have to wait for the 

mystery of our lives to unfold. What we are - body and soul - is lived out in the 

here and now; what we shall be is lived out eternally - body and soul - but a 

new body in heaven; not simply a disembodied spirit, for our bodies are 

important. They are the means by which our true identity receives the gospel, 

shows God's love in the world, brings forth new life, and participates in God's 

physical creation. It was the body that Mary came to anoint, to do for him 
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what she could not do on the Friday, as the lifeless Jesus was laid in the 

tomb… but this morning the body is missing! 

 

 


