
 

 

CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST JOSEPH 

Champion Road, Upminster, RM14 2SY 

 

4th Sunday and Week of Easter 

7 / 8 May 2022 

Sunday Mass Times & Intentions 

(Saturday)  6.30pm John Scully, RIP  (Vigil Mass) 

 9.00am People of the Parish 

 11.00am Anthony Belcher, RIP 

 

DAILY MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

  Time  Intention 

Monday  9.00am Feria Vocations to the Priesthood 

Tuesday  9.00am Feria Vocations to the Permanent Diaconate 

Wednesday  6.30pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions  

  7.30pm St Pancras, M Vocations to Married Life 

Thursday  9.00am St John Houghton, M Vocations to the Single Life 

Friday  No mass  (Parish Priest’s Rest Day)  

Saturday  10.00am ST MATTHIAS, Ap Private Intention 

  10.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions 

 

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; and I give them eternal life, 

and they shall never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my hand”. (St John 10:27-28) 

 



THIS SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

First Acts 13:14, 43-52 

Psalm Response R. We are his people, the sheep of his flock (Psalm 100) 

Second Revelation 7:9, 14-17 

Gospel St John 10:27-30 

Sunday readings are for Year C; Weekday readings are for Year 2 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 

 Morning Evening 

Monday Deuteronomy 21:22-22:8 / Acts 15:1-21 Deuteronomy 24:5-end / Acts 15:22-35 

Tuesday Deuteronomy 26 / Acts 15:36-16:5 Deuteronomy 28:58-end / Acts 16:6-end 

Wednesday Deuteronomy 29:10-end / Acts 17:1-15 Deuteronomy 30 / Acts 17:16-end 

Thursday Deuteronomy 31:1-13 / Acts 18:1-23 Deuteronomy 31:14-29 / Acts 18:24-19:7 

Friday Deuteronomy 31:30-32:14 / Acts 19:8-20 Deuteronomy 32:15-47 / Acts 19:21-end 

Saturday Deuteronomy 33 / Acts 20:1-16 Deuteronomy 32:48-end & 34 / Acts 20:17-end 

Readings are taken from Morning & Evening Prayer according to the Ordinariate Daily Office 

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK 

Please pray for the Sick - Gerry Cahill, Michael Coady, Doreen Hately, Jeanette (Jan) Cavalier, Reuben Jack 

Dodd (Lacey), Emilia Gunn, Deborah & Paul Bussutil, Christopher Noel Ashford, Joan Spoor, Margaret 

Munnelly, Liam O’Byrne, Tom Martin, Maureen Peek, Frances Oskis, Maggie Ollington, Maureen 

Springham, Joseph Furzer, Martyn Oliver, James Nickelson, Len Rawlings, Stella Rogers, Wenda Cordell, 

Meg Nellist, John (Johnny) Hayes, Irene Stubbings, Janet Martin, Tony White, Nora Delor, Pat Silverlock, 

Maureen Pain, Ian Laidlaw, Julie Cordell, Stella Owen, Patrick Rodgers, Mary Smith, Anthony Roberts, Frank 

Hamilton, Mark Willoughby, Christine Sejas, Jeff Woods, Anna Gawlik and Maureen Anderson. 

We remember our departed family and friends - James Barker, James Cullen, Laurence Hale, Rosemary 

Lawson, Susan Ross, John Pawlikowski, Joan Purcell, Fr Stanley Joynes, William Washbourne, Agnes 

Phillips, Mary Stenson, John Heelan, Kathleen Petenuzzo, Isabella Butler, Alfred Christmas, Thomas Speight 

and Joyce Dampster. 

The Holy Father’s prayer intentions for May is for Faith-Filled Young People. We pray for all young 

people, called to live life to the fullest; may they see in Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth of discernment, 

the courage that faith generates, and the dedication to service. 

  

TEACHING FROM THE MAGISTERIUM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

“On Holy Thursday, the day when we commemorate the Lord's Supper, we contemplate Jesus, the Servant "obedient 

unto death" (Phil 2:8), who institutes the Eucharist and Holy Orders as the supreme sign of his love. He leaves us this 

extraordinary testament of love, so that always and everywhere the mystery of his Body and Blood may be perpetuated 

and people may approach this inexhaustible source of grace." (Letter of Pope John Paul II to Priests, for Holy 

Thursday 1998) 



 

THE PARISH PRIEST WRITES … 

This weekend gives us an important opportunity to begin 

changing the culture with respect to vocations. The word 

originates in the Latin verb ‘to call’: all Christians are called 

by God to a life of holiness, to work and pray such that we 

become more like Jesus in our lives. 

The Scriptures are full of examples of God speaking to 

individuals – calling them from one life to another. 

Consider the calling of Moses, Elijah, Jonah, and Jeremiah: 

where God speaks to their varied situations, and draws 

them into his divine plan. The same occurred in the New 

Testament, with characters such as Mary, the Apostles, Paul, and others. We are called constantly 

to co-operate with God in all the situations of our lives, but sometimes – like those above – God calls 

us to live completely different lives, demanding of us great sacrifices.  

The life of a priest, deacon, religious brother or sister are ways in which some Christians are called 

to live their lives, not for themselves but for others. This calls us to look beyond ourselves and our 

families, and unite ourselves with our Lord and Our Lady, in ways which are both profound and 

transformative. A calling to such a life requires the advice, help, and accompaniment of others – 

such as the Vocations Director in the diocese, and a skilled spiritual director. Regular events are 

organised to help men and women negotiate these important steps in life, and the first port of call 

should be the vocations pages on the diocesan website (https://www.brentwoodvocations.co.uk/).  

Discerning a vocation to the priesthood, diaconate, or religious life takes time, prayer, and space 

out of our busy lives. If you are currently discerning how God may be calling you to such a life, then 

perhaps a retreat may help – for a weekend initially – and then speak to a priest or the leader of a 

religious community to help you with the next steps.  

Speaking on World Vocations Day 2012, Pope Benedict XVI addressed the church: “Just as he did 

during his earthly existence, so today the risen Jesus walks along the streets of our life and sees us immersed 

in our activities, with all our desires and our needs. In the midst of our everyday circumstances he continues 

to speak to us; he calls us to live our life with him, for only he is capable of satisfying our thirst for hope”. Our 

whole lives are called to reflect the life of Christ, wherever we are, and to serve those lives if we are 

called into holy orders. Fr Michael 

 

LITURGICAL NOTES 

Would you like to help start a weekly church choir? It was a joy once 

again to experience our Holy Week liturgies led by the choir. Singing well, 

and singing the parts of the mass, give a greater sense of dignity, and raises 

the participation for those who attend. It would be a great help if a small 

number of those who attend mass regularly might form a weekly choir at 

the 11am Sunday mass, to help the singing of popular hymns, and perhaps 

those less well known. It would be good also to learn a simple mass setting, 

and assist the congregation, as sometimes we have to sing unaccompanied. 

If you would like to help with this, or take a lead, then please see Fr Michael in the first instance. This need 

not involve lengthy weekly preparation, but could greatly enhance our worship. 

https://www.brentwoodvocations.co.uk/


Altar Serving Course – There will be a new altar servers course, 

on the next three Saturdays at 5pm in church, so that new servers 

can stay for preparing/serving 6.30pm Mass (7, 14, and 21 May). 

At the first meeting I would like to see a parent with each child. I 

would hope three sessions would be enough, if the children 

already go to Mass regularly.   David Burge 

Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee - June 2022 - Celebrate in style with the Catholic Women's League 

(Upminster): Wednesday 1st June 2022 from 12 o'clock. St Joseph's Social Centre. Dress Party style with a 

hat, if possible. Buy your tickets now: £6.00 per person. Tickets are available from Jill 01708 250638, Christine 

01708 250078, or Marion 07729504354, or call in on Wednesday at the Social Club (between 10 and 3). 

Marriage Enrichment Experience - Covid has caused many issues within our society, isolation, loneliness, 

and conflict between couples. Our experience provides the opportunity for couples to bring joy, romance 

and excitement back into their relationships. Our next experience is in St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre, St Joseph's 

Grove Hendon, London NW4 4TY, on Saturday 16 July and Sunday 17 July 2022.For further information 

please refer to https://wwme.org.uk/weekend/me-weekendhendon-16th-to-17th-july-2022/  

 

FOCUS ON VOCATIONS  

The diocese of Brentwood has regular events and meetings 

for men of all ages, giving opportunity to explore and discern 

a possible vocation. The next “Enquirers’ Evening” for those 

considering or interested in a vocation to the priesthood is on 

Tuesday 3 May at St Edmund of Canterbury Church in 

Loughton. The speaker will be Fr Gary Dench. For further 

information please contact Fr Mark Swires: 

vocprom@dioceseofbrentwood.org 

A vocation discernment weekend for men between the ages of 30 and 55 will take place at St Beuno’s in 

North Wales from Friday 2nd to Sunday 4th September 2022. The Beda College are running another “late 

vocation” discernment weekend. The previous weekend was very successful and helpful. The direct link for 

further details and booking is: https://www.pathwaystogod.org/courses-events-retreats/discernment-

weekend-older-men-2. For more information on vocations generally, visit the National Office for Vocation 

website: https://www.ukvocation.org/  

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest – Fr Michael Halsall 

Parish Secretary – Rachel Hayward 

The Parish Office is open Monday & Tuesday; Thursday & Friday mornings, 9.00am – 12.30pm 

Tel. 01708 222432 

Website - www.stjosephschurchupminster.com 

Facebook – St Joseph’s Catholic Church 

Email – upminster@dioceseofbrentwood.org 

Latest news and job vacancies within the Brentwood Diocese can be found on both the Parish and Diocesan Websites 

https://wwme.org.uk/weekend/me-weekendhendon-16th-to-17th-july-2022/
mailto:vocprom@dioceseofbrentwood.org
https://www.pathwaystogod.org/courses-events-retreats/discernment-weekend-older-men-2
https://www.pathwaystogod.org/courses-events-retreats/discernment-weekend-older-men-2
https://www.ukvocation.org/

