
"They do not belong to the world, any more than I belong to the world". 

I was reminded on social media yesterday that there are only 211 shopping days 

until Christmas: just as I was trying to book a summer holiday. But a thought 

came into my mind from a popular Christmas Carol, that is as appropriate to 

the Sunday (or days) after the Ascension, as it is about the celebration of the 

Incarnation. We just happen to be at the other end of the spectrum: at Christmas, 

Jesus descends: at the Ascension, Jesus returns. 

"Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain". 

Jesus, as we know him as the second person of the Trinity, belongs in that 

intimate relation with the Father and the Spirit. It is improper that this perfect 

relation between the three is broken - even for a moment - and yet God descends 

out of sheer love, as gift, and only for our benefit. The descent is not a vacation 

or holiday from being God. This is the most 'convenient' or 'fitting' way in which 

God has chosen to save us, to restore us to fellowship and communion with 

him. This is how the great philosopher and Doctor of the Church - St Thomas 

Aquinas - explains it. God could have put all things right from the vantage point 

of heaven with a kind of celestial Harry Potter wand, but instead chose the hard 

road of descent, suffering and death. But as death could not hold him, then 

ultimately neither could life in a body. 

Now that he is planning that Return to heaven - as we read in today's Gospel - 

so he draws us up into that relationship: there is the promise of an assumption 

of our own bodies and souls because of the Ascension, that we are mystically 

drawn into the divine relationships between the Father, Son, and Spirit. It is 

mind blowing, and sensible words fail us. 



As we come to celebrate next Sunday another descent - that of the Holy Spirit - 

then we are drawn deeper into the love of God, for God literally dwells not just 

on earth, but within us as the Paraclete/Comforter. It is on this day that a 

number of our young people are to be confirmed in the faith, and strengthened 

with the gift of the Holy Spirit; and not just here, but in our neighbouring 

parishes and Catholic parishes throughout the world. Please pray to the Holy 

Spirit for them, and for ourselves, that we may be drawn closer into this intimate 

relationship with God into which we are called by Jesus at the Last Supper.  

In this great prayer of Jesus at the Last Supper he prays for all those who believe 

in Him, to be with Him where He is. We celebrated this hope on Thursday – 

Ascension Day. As earth could not hold Him in a human frame, so we prepare 

in this life for our Return to God. The sign of God’s love for us is our Unity, and 

that the divine love which exists between the Father, Son, and Spirit abide and 

is visible in us. Unity does not mean that we are all the same: there can be 

diversity around this unity. Unity does not mean that we shall always agree: 

but there are aspects of the faith and life of a Catholic which are not negotiable. 

How we live our common life as Christians can be challenging, and that is why 

we need the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit, to lead us into all truth: the truth 

about God; the truth about ourselves; and the truth about the world. Living that 

Truth – daily under the influence of the Holy Spirit – is never going to be an 

easy ride. As we have read daily throughout Eastertide in the Acts of the Apostles, 

there have been challenges since the beginnings of the life of the Church. In the 

words of Pope Benedict XVI, "The world offers you comfort; but you were not made 

for comfort, but for greatness". Perhaps when we make the sign of the cross at the 

blessing at the end of mass today, then do so in the 'sure and certain hope' of 

our resurrection to eternal life ... "For where he has ascended we shall also ascend". 


