
EASTER 3 

We are all probably aware of phrases in life such as, ‘what goes around comes 

around’, and ‘history repeats itself’, in the context that our actions have 

consequences; and that sometimes these consequences contain unexpected 

turns of fortune: perhaps rewards that we never sought or expected. We see this 

in today’s Gospel, in the dialogue between the risen Christ and the Apostle 

Simon Peter: Peter’s betrayal of Jesus, and his restoration by Jesus, both happen 

by the light of a fire. 

There are only two places in Scripture where the curious detail of a “charcoal 

fire” are mentioned. One is in today’s Gospel, where the Apostles return from 

fishing, to find bread and fish warming on the fire; the other is in the scene in 

the High Priest’s courtyard on Holy (Maundy) Thursday, where Peter and some 

guards and slaves warm themselves, while Jesus is being interrogated inside 

(see John 18:18). 

At the first fire, Peter denied knowing Jesus three times, as Jesus had predicted 

(John 13:38; 18:15-18, 25-27). Today’s charcoal fire becomes the scene of Peter’s 

unexpected turn of favour, as three times Jesus asks him to make a profession 

of love. Three times Jesus repeats command - “feed My lambs/sheep” – 

showing that Peter is being appointed as the shepherd of the Lord’s entire flock, 

the head of His Church (see also Luke 22:32). The question, “Do you love me 

more than these?” is a pointed reminder of Peter’s pledge to lay down his life 

for Jesus, even if the other Apostles might weaken (see John 13:37; Matthew 

26:33; Luke 22:33). 

On Maundy Thursday we commemorated two crucial aspects of the Church’s 

life: the institution of the priesthood, and the institution of the eucharist or mass. 



Immediately prior to his arrest and trial, Jesus entrusts to the twelve – including 

Judas – the task of feeding the people of God with the spiritual food of the body 

and blood of Jesus. He doesn’t ask for perfection in them, and he doesn’t get it. 

Within a matter of a few hours Peter had betrayed him – denying him three 

times; Judas had betrayed him with a kiss, leading to his arrest; apart from John, 

the others hid away for fear that they too would be implicated in whatever 

crimes Jesus was to be accused of. After the resurrection all is transformed and 

renewed: Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on the eleven apostles in the locked 

room where he appeared, and gave them the authority to forgive sins in his 

name; he commissions them to go out to “preach the gospel to the whole of 

creation” (Mark 16:15), and he appoints Peter to be their leader. 

Jesus explains just what Peter’s love and leadership will require, foretelling his 

death by crucifixion - “you will stretch out your hands”. Before His own death, 

Jesus had warned the Apostles that they would be hated as He was hated; that 

they would suffer as He was to suffer (see Matthew 10:16-19,22; John 15:18-20; 

16:2); that their intentions and actions would be misunderstood as were his.  

Next Sunday – the 4th Sunday of Easter – we celebrate ‘Good Shepherd’ or 

Vocations Sunday, when we pray especially for vocations to the priesthood 

today. There will be a second collection to help finance the formation and 

training of the next generation of priests. So far as I know only one man will be 

ordained to serve as a priest in this diocese: because of the age profile of the 

priests currently in service, we need at least six a year for the next five to ten 

years. It costs around £28,000 a year for each seminarian, so I ask you to be 

generous. 

For the past five years I have worked alongside men in their formation, and 

each one has a different story: many were not brought up in a Christian home, 



and if they were then – like me - they weren’t necessarily Catholic homes. They 

have all made significant sacrifices, so that you and I can be led to heaven by 

the celebration of all the sacraments, the preaching of the Word of God, and a 

pastoral heart to care for the people entrusted to them. Where do we find such 

men today, if not here in Upminster, or next door in Hornchurch or beyond? 

When was the last time a man from this parish offered himself for the 

priesthood in the diocese? Out of the hundreds who attend weekly, and the 

scores who are confirmed annually? I believe that God is calling some, but few 

are listening to that call. It is a long, but joyful road towards ordination, and 

even at the end of it today’s priests are being asked to do many tasks beyond 

those who served maybe 20-30 years ago. But if you hear that ‘still small voice’ 

today – feed my sheep – then respond, for that is how God chooses to save you. 

He isn’t asking for perfection, and he isn’t demanding success by 

predetermined targets. He is asking you to be faithful to the life and task 

assigned. Will anyone here today listen to, and respond to that call. 

 

A Prayer for Priests 

HEAVENLY FATHER, Lord of the harvest, we earnestly ask you to bless our diocese 

and our world with many priests who will love you fervently, and gladly and 

courageously spend their lives in service to your Son’s Church under the guidance of 

the Holy Spirit. We pray that their lives may always be centred on our Eucharistic 

Lord, that they may always be faithful to the Holy Father, and that they may be 

devoted Sons of Mary, our mother, in making you known and loved; and that all may 

attain heaven. Bless our families and our children and choose from our homes those 

whom you desire for this holy work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


