
The Royal Family have been given lots of press coverage of late, but for 

mixed reasons; hardly surprising, given the wonderful witness to seventy  

plus years of marriage between HM the Queen and the late Prince 

Philip. Further speculation about Prince Harry and Megan since moving 

to the USA; and Megan feeling 'neglected', will no doubt keep the 

'twitterati' busy for some time; and then there was Prince Andrew's 'Car 

Crash' interview and accusations.

We who are British are subjects of the crown - not citizens, but subjects; 

we find it hard to think of monarchy without all its 'Downton Abbey' social 

and financial privilege: top schools and universities; crowns, gowns and 

gold carriages. Therefore, we must be careful to view this last Sunday of 

the Church's year - Our Lord Jesus Christ, Universal King - with a 

different lens than we might with an earthly monarch (and their extended 

family). He is not a king like an earthly one; his kingdom is not of this 

world. We are ultimately citizens of heaven.

Next Sunday - Advent Sunday - we begin reading the life of Jesus 

through the lens of St Luke for a whole year. From the outset of the 

gospel narrative Jesus, Mary and Joseph are given an impeccable 

Jewish pedigree, but soon find themselves as outsiders: shunned by 

polite society due to her 'unplanned pregnancy', Jesus is born away 

from his home and support, and suffers exile in Egypt as a refugee with 

his 'parents' - all before chapter 4. Jesus holds no earthly office, nor 

does he own properties; he enacts no laws, nor does he give any 

commands; he does not even carry the collective purse of his group of 



followers - Judas does that, and occasionally helps himself. There is no 

evidence in the gospels that he has intimate relationships with women, 

nor does it mention children. An earthly male heir is so important to 

kingship in the secular world.

In religious terms Jesus is not a priest or Levite; he does not belong to 

the influential group of Sadducees, nor does he appear to be schooled 

in the law like St Paul - yet he is called rabbi. At 30 years of age, as his 

public ministry begins, he would have been too young to be a qualified 

scribe. Jesus follows the law of the Old Testament, and makes it simple 

by reducing them to two: to love God and our neighbour. He wasn't 

called to abolish the law, but to fulfil it.

In today's Gospel, When asked directly by Pontius Pilate if he is the King 

of the Jews, he answers in the vaguest of terms: "It is you who say it". In 

point of fact,  immediately before his arrest, he warns his apostles not to 

use authority like the secular rulers, and we see here the key to what it 

means for Christ to be King: "the greatest among you must behave as if 

he were the youngest; the leader as if he were the one who serves ... 

Here I am among you as one who serves!" When, in the first book of 

Samuel, the people of the Hebrews first asked for a King like the other 

nations God resisted, as it would put a barrier between him and his 

people. Kingship - earthly kingship - was granted only as a concession 

to their vanity.

So then, what does this Solemnity say about Christ our Universal King, 

and us his subjects? The key - as always - is in the Preface to the 



Eucharistic Prayer, which I shall pray later. It sums up beautifully the 

meaning of this relationship:

He was anointed not just a King, but also priest and sacrifice.

His kingdom is not one to be judged by territories, population, or wealth, 

but ...

'Truth and life,

Holiness and grace,

Justice, love and peace'.

He is the great shepherd of the sheep, smelling of the sheep, sharing 

their privations and looking out for their safety. In Christ's kingdom 

nobody need be lost, for he seeks them out to rescue and save them.

As subjects of this new Kingdom of God, we are called to emulate and 

follow the example of the King - the historical Jesus: to teach others - 

especially our children - the life of Jesus and his Church; to be merciful 

as he was; to love the poor and outcast, as he did; to offer our lives in 

sacrifice for others, as he requires us to. In small ways, a cup of water, a 

sandwich, a visit to the sick or housebound; to show love to those on the 

margins of society: in serving others we serve him, for he is in each of 

us, and is everywhere. All in creation is now subject to him, for he 

renews it by his eternal sacrifice. That is what it means to be a universal 

King.


