
A colleague of mine at the seminary recently told me that on his days off 

in London he used to ride the Underground and get off at random 

stations, go up to the surface, and have a look around. After a while he 

came to an unconscious decision to visit every tube stop, both above 

and below ground, and to do so with the minimum of repeated visits to 

places that he’d been before. What began as a casual interest, became 

a carefully planned enterprise. When you are setting out on a journey – 

an important journey - then it is useful to know precisely where you are 

going and how to get there. You need the correct map, open at the 

correct page, reading it the right way up.

We are all of us on a journey, back to God. Life is given to us by our 

Creator, it is given to be lived well, and God desires that we shall return 

to him. We are created to live in the world, but not to be entirely rooted 

in it. The world is temporal, and our existence within it will pass. In other 

words, there is an eternal dimension to who and what we are, and All 

Saints’ Day gives us an opportunity to both honour and venerate the 

saints in heaven, but also to realise that their present reality, is our hope 

also.

So, what is our roadmap to this eternal destiny? It begins with our 

baptism - of our being 'clothed in Christ'; by imitating Jesus, and putting 

into practice his teachings. The Beatitudes that we have just heard are 

familiar to us, and they are signposts on our journey. They define for us 

what pleases God, and therefore becomes our own path to sainthood.  

The Christian life is a call to holiness – or saintliness – because we are 

called to be like Jesus, each in our own individuality. How we become 



holy, how we become more like Jesus, is to hold him before us as a 

model of perfection, and apply his teachings to our own lives. We co-

operate with God in our journey, and at times we diverge from the path. 

Making regular visits to the Confessional, and participating in the Mass, 

will not only place us back on the right path, but gives us food for the 

journey also.

We can also imitate the lives of those who dwell in heaven in their 

glorified state, and they pray for us on our journey, because they have 

walked their own path to holiness. They understand our struggles and 

fears - they were once people just like ourselves - and  they rejoice 

when we make strides forward in our journey to holiness. We all perhaps 

have our favourite saints, because their lives and experiences reflect 

ours. However, we cannot become them: we have to walk our own 

journey, in the place where we are. The poet and playwright Oscar 

Wylde once said, ‘Be yourself: everybody else is taken’. In light of our 

heavenly hope, in light of the promise of Jesus that he has gone to 

prepare a place for us in heaven, we can rejoice that this life is not all 

there is. Pope Benedict warns us against becoming too attached to our 

comfortable lives: 'The world offers you comfort. But you were not made 

for comfort. You were made for greatness.'

Ultimately, this greatness is taking our own place amongst the saints of 

God in heaven. As this church year draws to a close, and we begin 

afresh on Advent Sunday, let us resolve to focus on what really matters. 

Perhaps the present Covid crisis has, for some, refocused lives on the 

eternal dimension; for others, it may have led them into despair. All of us 



have the promise of Jesus, and the reading in St Matthew continues by 

urging us to make it known to others who have not experience the light 

of Christ, and the salt of the Gospel.


