
 

 

CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST JOSEPH 

Champion Road, Upminster, RM14 2SY 

 

3rd Sunday and Week of Advent 

11 / 12 December 2021 

Sunday Mass Times & Intentions 

(Saturday)  6.30pm Rosa & Joe McEnnerney, RIP  (Vigil Mass) 

 9.00am Jenny Maplesden, RIP 

 11.00am People of the Parish 

 

DAILY MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

  Time  Intention 

Monday 13th 9.00am St Lucy, Virgin & Martyr Fr Frank Kerrigan, RIP (Anniv) 

Tuesday 14th 9.00am St John of the Cross, Priest Pat Maguire, RIP 

Wednesday 15th No Mass (7.00pm Sacred Heart of Mary School Christmas Carol Concert) 

Thursday 16th 9.00am Feria Joseph & Raffael Croose, RIP 

Friday 17th No mass  (Parish Priest’s Rest Day) 

Saturday 18th 10.00am Our Lady on Saturday Jack Taylor, RIP 

  10.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions 

 

Please note that we have created a Booking-in system for the Christmas masses (6.30pm Vigil, 

11.00 Midnight Mass, 10.00 Christmas Day Mass). We are not reducing capacity, but wish to 

even out numbers, and prevent overcrowding – especially at the 6.30pm Vigil Mass. Please ring 

the Parish Office to book, but no seat allocation is required. Please also note that the Choir will 

occupy the whole of the Balcony for Midnight Mass. 



 

First Zephaniah 3:14-18 

Psalm Response R. Sing and shout for joy, for great in your midst is 

the Holy One of Israel (Psalm 12) 

Second Philippians 4:4-7 

Gospel St Luke 3:10-18 

Sunday readings are for Year C; Weekday readings are for Year 2 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 

 Morning Evening  

Monday Isaiah 30:19-end / St Mark 7:1-23 Isaiah 31 / Revelation 18 

Tuesday Isaiah 38:1-20 / St Mark 7:24-8:10 Isaiah 40:1-11 / Revelation 19 

Wednesday Isaiah 40:12-end / St Mark 8:11-9:1 Isaiah 41 / Revelation 20 

Thursday Isaiah 42:1-17 / St Mark 9:2-32 Isaiah 42:18-43:13 / Revelation 21:1-14 

Friday Isaiah 43:14-44:5 / St Mark 9:33-end Isaiah 44:6-23 / Revelation 21:15-22:5 

Saturday Isaiah 44:24-45:13 / St Mark 10:1-31 Isaiah 45:14-end / Revelation 22:6-end 

Readings are taken from Morning & Evening Prayer according to the Ordinariate Daily Office 

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK 

Please pray for the Sick - Michael Coady, Doreen Hately, Jeanette (Jan) Cavalier, Reuben Jack Dodd (Lacey), 

Emilia Gunn, Deborah & Paul Bussutil, Christopher Noel Ashford, Joan Spoor, Margaret Munnelly, Liam 

O’Byrne, Tom Martin, Maureen Peek, Frances Oskis, Maggie Ollington, Maureen Springham, Joseph Furzer, 

Martyn Oliver, James Nickelson, Len Rawlings, Stella Rogers, Wenda Cordell, Meg Nellist, John (Johnny) 

Hayes, Irene Stubbings, Janet Martin, Tony White, Nora Delor, Pat Silverlock, Maureen Pain, Ian Laidlaw, 

Julie Cordell, Stella Owen, Patrick Rodgers, Mary Smith, Anthony Roberts, Frank Hamilton, Mark 

Willoughby, Christine Sejas, Jeff Woods. 

We remember our departed family and friends - Ron Howard, Fr Frank Kerrigan, Ellen Biggs, Tom 

Connolly, Mary Cosgrove, Ellen Lockey, Honora Ferriter, Jean Rover, Joseph McEnnerney, John Garwood, 

Thomas McKenzie, Mary Allistone, Patrick Ruane, Aida Kidd, Marion Lamont, Wilfred Mowat, Ellen Davis, 

Anthony Januszka, Kathleen Connoll. 

Baptisms last weekend - We extend our prayers and congratulations to the family and friends of Jessica 

Adams, Effie Cox, Orla Gleed, and Florence Wilson who were baptised at St Joseph’s last Saturday. 

The Holy Father’s prayer intentions for Catechists. Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce 

the Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

We pray for our parish catechists, for Junior Liturgy, First Holy Communion, Confirmation, and RCIA. 

  

 

“I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, what I want is your happiness.” 
(St Paul’s letter to the Philippians 4:4) 



 

THE PARISH PRIEST WRITES … 

“Christmas is coming, the geese are getting fat, please put a penny in the old man's hat. If you haven't got a penny, a 

ha'penny will do; If you haven't got a ha'penny, then God bless you!” So goes the popular Advent / Christmas 

rhyme, which has an uncertain origin, but a fairly plain meaning: As Christmas approaches, we are called to 

be generous with our material wealth, each according to our kind. If we have little or nothing to give, then 

our blessing can be enough. 

The history of the English penny is not commonly known, but is a vital part of 

our history and heritage. The first documented reference to the penny is dated 

790 AD, when the first British penny was minted in silver. The design of the 

penny frequently changed depicting the images of various rulers. The first 

Anglo-Saxon pennies depicted a cross on the reverse of the coin as a symbol of 

Christianity. These crosses were used as guidelines to cut the penny into halves 

and quarters - cut coinage. The halfpenny (worth half the value of a penny) and 

farthing (worth a quarter, or a fourth, of the value of a penny) were then minted. 

The word farthing was derived from 'fourthing'. The penny changed from 

silver to copper in 1797 (hence the colloquialism 'coppers') then changed to 

bronze in 1860, and copper plated steel in 1992.  

The British penny has almost no value today, but in Victorian England – the birthplace of the modern 

Christmas – a whole penny could buy you two pints (a quart) of beer, or a quarter pint of gin; or two one 

pound loaves of bread. In 1914 a penny could buy you a standard loaf of bread or a pint of milk; you could 

post a letter or purchase a copy of the Oxford Times. Small wonder that Charles Dickens’ novel A Christmas 

Carol centres on a man totally bereft of any cheer or generosity – Ebenezer Scrooge. For Scrooge, the coin had 

no moral value, just a monetary face. The smallest gesture of charity was repeatedly denied to his fellow 

man, until he experienced three supernatural encounters – the ghosts of Christmas past, present, and future. 

On the afternoon or evening of the 3rd Sunday of Advent I habitually sit down and 

read A Christmas Carol, usually finishing it on the Monday evening, though I have 

been known to read it in a single sitting. It is a wonderfully cathartic experience, 

reminding us of the dangers of avarice, and the simple pleasures of generosity. In 

the November of 2015 Pope Francis preached a homily at mass, and told a story 

of an event which happened in his previous diocese. “A mother and her three 

children were at table; the father was at work. They were eating Milan-style 

cutlets, when there was a knock at the door and one of the children — they were 

5, 6, and 7 — comes in and says: “Mom, there is a beggar asking for something to 

eat”. And the mother - a good Christian - asks them: “What shall we do?” — “Let’s 

give him something, mom…” – “Ok”. She takes her fork and knife and cuts the 

cutlets in half. “Ah no, mom, no! Not like this! Take something from the fridge” 

— “No! Let’s make three sandwiches with this!”. The children learned that true 

charity is given, not with what is left over, but with what we need. That afternoon I am sure that the children 

were a bit hungry.... But this is how it’s done.” 

In this year of St Luke – Year C in the Sunday Lectionary – we are going to be constantly confronted with the 

question of generosity, as St Luke’s portrayal of Jesus displays a definite bias towards the poor. God’s 

supreme generosity in becoming human, so that we might be saved from our sins, and have life in all its 

fulness, can be reciprocated in acts of sacrifice that we can make on our behalf, and that of others. Once again, 

this year the Christmas Crib collections are donated to the Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society, and we 

are asked to be generous once again to those much less fortunate than ourselves. 

May God bless you all, as we continue on our Advent journey. 

Fr Michael 



 

If you would like to wish our former parish priests a Happy Christmas by 

sending them a card, then they can be contacted as follows. I am sure they 

would like to hear from you. 

Fr John Taylor, c/o St Michael’s Residential Home, 93 Marine Parade East, 

Clacton-on-Sea, CO15 6JW. 

Fr John Tuohy, c/o 54 Grange Park Avenue, Winchmore Hill, London, 

N21 2LL. 

 

Mothers Prayers Group – Next Tuesday (14th) at 2.00pm will be our 

last meeting of 2021 till after Christmas. We meet at 2.00pm in the 

Clubroom, and you are welcome to join us. We wish all parishioners 

peace and joy this Christmas. 

“Christmas Concert” with the Sound Company Choir – Saturday 18th 

December, 7.30pm, All Saints Church, Hornchurch (RM 11 2LG). 

Adults £7 / Children under 16 £4. A Family Ticket is £18. Mulled Wine 

and Mince Pies will be served, and included in the ticket price. 

“Voices for Christmas” - The Hornchurch Passion Play presents the Nativity story, told by the 

people who were there! Monologues written and performed by Kevin Walsh with popular carols 

for all to sing. Tuesday 21st and Wednesday 22nd December at 8:00pm. In the North Street Halls, 

Hornchurch RM11 1QX. Tickets on the door @ £6 including complimentary festive refreshment. All 

profits support next year’s Passion Play - 15th, 16th, 17th, April 2022 on the Green by the Queen’s 

Theatre (Reg. charity no. 1169216). 

 

TEACHING FROM THE MAGISTERIUM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

“Today, on the Third Sunday of Advent, we hear again the joyful announcement, "rejoice in the Lord always" (Phil 

4,4). They are words taken from the Letter of St Paul to the Philippians that sum up today's liturgy." (Pope John 

Paul II, Angelus Address, 16th December 2001) 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest – Fr Michael Halsall 

Parish Secretary – Rachel Hayward 

The Parish Office is open Monday & Tuesday; Thursday & Friday mornings, 9.00am – 12.30pm 

Tel. 01708 222432 

Website - www.stjosephschurchupminster.com 

Facebook – St Joseph’s Catholic Church 

Email – upminster@dioceseofbrentwood.org 

Latest news and job vacancies within the Brentwood Diocese can be found on both the Parish and Diocesan Websites 


