
 

 

CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST JOSEPH 

Champion Road, Upminster, RM14 2SY 

 

Advent Sunday and 1st Week of Advent 

27 / 28 November 2021 

Sunday Mass Times & Intentions 

(Saturday)  6.30pm Patrick Duggan, RIP  (Vigil Mass) 

 9.00am Sonny & Kathleen Brennan, RIP (Anniv) 

 11.00am People of the Parish 

 

DAILY MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

  Time  Intention 

Monday 29th  9.00am Feria Deceased members of the Maguire & 

Mitchell families 

Tuesday 30th 9.00am ST ANDREW, Apostle Deceased members of the Leonard & 

Nolan families   

Wednesday 1st 6.30pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions  

  7.30pm St Francis Xavier, Priest Private Intention  

Thursday 2nd 9.00am Feria Eileen O’Driscoll, RIP 

Friday 3rd No mass  (Parish Priest’s Rest Day) 

Saturday 4th 10.00am Feria Intentions of Mick Herbert 

  10.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions 

 

 “Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength to survive all that is going to 

happen, and to stand with confidence before the Son of Man.”  (St Luke 21:36) 



 

THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

First Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Psalm Response R. To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

Second 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2 

Gospel St Luke 21:25-28; 34-36 

Sunday readings are for Year C: Weekday readings are for Year 2 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 

 Morning Evening 

Monday Isaiah 3:1-15 / St Mark 1:1-20 Isaiah 4:2-end / Revelation 6 

Tuesday Isaiah 49:1-9a / St John 1:35-42 Ezekiel 47:1-12 / St John 12:20-32 

Wednesday Isaiah 6 / St Mark 2:1-22 Isaiah 8:16-9:7 / Revelation 8 

Thursday Isaiah 9:8-10:4 / St Mark 2:23-3:12 Isaiah 10:5-23 / Revelation 9 

Friday Isaiah 10:24-11:9 / St Mark 3:13-end Isaiah 11:10-12:end / Revelation 10 

Saturday Isaiah 13:1-14:2 / St Mark 4:1-20 Isaiah 14:3-27 / Revelation 11 

Readings are taken from Morning & Evening Prayer according to the Ordinariate Daily Office 

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK 

Please pray for the Sick - Doreen Hately, Jeanette (Jan) Cavalier, Reuben Jack Dodd (Lacey), Emilia Gunn, 

Deborah & Paul Bussutil, Christopher Noel Ashford, Joan Spoor, Margaret Munnelly, Liam O’Byrne, Tom 

Martin, Maureen Peek, Frances Oskis, Maggie Ollington, Maureen Springham, Joseph Furzer, Martyn Oliver, 

James Nickelson, Len Rawlings, Stella Rogers, Wenda Cordell, Meg Nellist, John (Johnny) Hayes, Irene 

Stubbings, Janet Martin, Tony White, Nora Delor, Pat Silverlock, Maureen Pain, Ian Laidlaw, Julie Cordell, 

Stella Owen, Patrick Rodgers, Mary Smith, Anthony Roberts, Frank Hamilton, Mark Willoughby, Christine 

Sejas, Jeff Woods. 

We remember our departed family and friends - Patricia Webb, William Smith, Alex Hendry, Laurence 

O'Brien, Magdalene McGhie, Rosemary Underwood, Catherine Dupee, Geoffrey Marshall, Julia Farrier, John 

Redfern, Henry Jarvis, Gladys Morgan. 

The Holy Father’s prayer intentions for November are for those who suffer from depression. We pray that 

people who suffer from depression or burn-out will find support and a light that opens them up to life. 

 

  TEACHING FROM THE MAGISTERIUM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

“When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she makes present this ancient expectancy of 

the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the Saviour's first coming, the faithful renew their 

ardent desire for his second coming. By celebrating the precursor's birth and martyrdom [St John the 

Baptist], the Church unites herself to his desire: "He must increase, but I must decrease."(Catechism of the 

Catholic Church, para 524) 

 



 THE PARISH PRIEST WRITES …  

The name of the season preparing for Christmas was adopted from the 

Latin word – adventus – which means ‘coming, arrival’, translating the 

Greek - parousia. In the New Testament, this is the term used for the 

Second Coming of Christ, to herald the end of time as we know it, and we 

proclaim this belief in our creeds. Thus, the season of Advent in the 

Christian calendar anticipates the ‘coming of Christ’ from three different 

perspectives: the physical nativity in Bethlehem, the reception of Christ in 

the heart of the believer, and the ‘eschatological’ Second Coming of Christ 

at the end of time. Advent has some profound and beautiful symbolic 

gestures – beyond the fascination with secular Advent Calendars - with its own set of Scripture readings, 

liturgical colour and simplicity, alongside the key themes of preparation and waiting. The tradition of the 

Advent Calendar or Advent Candle reflects this theme of waiting, as one which calls us to repentance: to 

prepare us for God’s presence amongst us. Advent – like Lent – is a penitential season: a fresh start, a turning 

around. Many of the New Testament Scripture readings during Advent contain uncomfortable warnings to 

prepare for our Lord’s Second Coming, as the Old Testament readings prepared the people of Israel for his 

birth in Bethlehem. 

This theme of waiting may be expressed in many ways. Perhaps we could commit ourselves to come to mass 

once during the week, reflecting on Christ’s sacramental presence amongst us. This is further experienced in 

a period of Adoration: sitting with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Making our sacramental Confession is 

always a fresh start in our lives, and opens the door to God’s grace in our lives. Using the Scripture readings 

(above) is another way to reflect during this process of preparation and ‘waiting on the Lord’. 

Pope John Paul II, during his papacy, instituted the celebration of 

Bambinelli Sunday on the Third Sunday of Advent – a day on which 

children from Rome bring to St. Peter’s Square the figurine of the 

Christ Child from their families’ Nativity sets. Then, following the 

Sunday Angelus address, the Holy Father blesses the statues of 

Baby Jesus which the children will take back to homes to be placed 

under their Christmas trees. Pope Francis continued the tradition, 

blessing the statuettes which children brought before him in the 

Square. Parishes around the world now join in the celebration, 

encouraging young children to make the connection between the Nativity set at home and the local church 

where they worship each weekend. On Sunday December 13 you are invited to bring your Christ Child 

figurine from your nativity sets to Mass for a special blessing. We hope that you will participate in this 

powerful witness to the celebration of the birth of our Saviour. 

The Christmas Mass times are:  

Dec 24 6.30pm Vigil Family Mass / 11.00pm Midnight Mass (Carols from 10.30pm) 

Dec 25 10.00am  Parish Mass 

Dec 26 9.00am & 11.00am Feast of the Holy Family 

Mon – Fri in the Christmas Octave mass will be at 9.00am 

Jan 1 10.00am Mary, Mother of God 

May the Lord bless all your preparations for the birth of the 

Messiah, and may he bless your homes and families. 

Fr Michael 



 

A gentle reminder that those who need to complete their DBS 

forms still need to be handed into the Parish Office. Please do so 

as soon as possible, which will hasten the reopening of our 

parish groups. Once completed, you need to arrange an 

appointment with Kathleen O’Donnell, our Safeguarding 

Officer. 

The 2021-22 Brentwood Diocesan Directory is now available for purchase. The cost is £2.80 (or £4.00 

ringbound). Please place your money in the box at the back of church or pass it on to the Parish 

Office. 

Thank you to all who have responded to the call for help in the various activities in the Parish. We 

have new welcomers, church cleaners, flower arrangers, brass cleaners, and Confirmation 

catechists. We may yet need others to assist in the re-opening of our Children’s Liturgy (during the 

9.00am Sunday Mass), Baptism Preparation, and Youth Club in early 2022. If you feel that you are 

able to share your faith, and assist in these activities, then please give it some serious thought and 

prayer. 

 

As I highlighted a couple of weeks ago, the two 

dates for the Synodal Path Zoom Meetings are 

3.00pm 9th December at 3.00pm, and 22nd 

December at 7.30pm. The logging-in details can 

be obtained by emailing the Office, and they will 

be sent out by request. For those who do not have access to the internet, there will be two face-to-

face meetings in January. Full details of the Synodal Pathway can be found at 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/approaches-to-the-synodal-pathway/ . Fr Michael 

On the evening of the 19th December we plan to go Carol Singing around the parish, visiting the 

homes of those who cannot get to church due to sickness or old age. We shall meet at 6.00pm outside 

church, and on our return we shall be rewarded with Mulled Wine & Mince Pies in the Social Club. 

We welcome people of all ages, singing abilities, and all manner of Christmas decorations and 

accoutrements. Why not wrap up the kids, teenagers, and bring them along. 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest – Fr Michael Halsall 

Parish Secretary – Rachel Hayward 

The Parish Office is open Monday & Tuesday; Thursday & Friday mornings, 9.00am – 12.30pm 

Tel. 01708 222432 

Website - www.stjosephschurchupminster.com 

Facebook – St Joseph’s Catholic Church 

Email – upminster@dioceseofbrentwood.org 

Latest news and job vacancies within the Brentwood Diocese can be found on both the Parish and Diocesan Websites 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/approaches-to-the-synodal-pathway/

