
 

 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 

 

'Girls will be boys, and boys will be girls; it's a mixed up, muddled up, 

shook-up world ...' So sang the Kinks in their 1971 hit Lola. Fifty one  years 

later, we are experiencing in the West, at least, what a mixed up world it 

is. Human identity is at the very heart of this confusion, though I'm not 

going to speak about gender issues today, but something much more 

fundamental: our life in Christ, who we are ... or were, and who we might 

yet be. 

 

Our readings today have none of the ambiguity or fluidity that we hear so 

much about in our politically correct world. We are called to one of two 

ways of living ... and the choices are crystal clear, with some equally clear 

examples. In our first reading there is a warning about placing  trust in our 

own abilities to organise and live our lives according to human wisdom, 

contrasted to a life lived for God, informed by the wisdom of God. The 

example given is one of a shrub that is raised in arid, parched conditions, 

where death is inevitable; the latter gives a picture of a tree planted by the 

water which, when the rains cease, will still draw water from an ever 

flowing and refreshing source. 

 

Our Psalm makes this contrast more personal and challenging: those who 

follow God's law, and place their trust in Him, are contrasted with those 

who make their society with the wicked, and who scorn the things of God. 

One leads to life; the other to death - as a neglected plant simply dries up 

and withers ... like most of my house plants when I go on holiday. Without 

a constant connection with our source, we simply fail to thrive, and 

spiritually die. One of the saddest aspects of our contemporary age is the 



 

 

'going it alone' mentality; the insistence that 'I can do it all myself'. It places 

the 'I' at the centre of our lives, with little room for others - and none at all 

for God. It is like a permanent gap year from God. Small wonder that so 

many claim to suffer from mental health issues, or unease about 

themselves, because what comes rising to the surface when we look deep 

into ourselves we don't like what we see, and we cannot help ourselves. 

In rejecting God we reject others also; we experience a double-alienation. 

 

Pope Francis, in a recent Apostolic Exhortation warns against this trend, 

that we can somehow 'save ourselves from ourselves', without the help of 

God's grace. It is the ancient heresy of Pelagianism, of which St Augustine 

- the African/Roman one in the fourth century - challenged so fiercely. He 

challenged it because he knew that it led to the spiritual death of which 

we read today, and his own conversion from a self-centred and wayward 

life began with a lovely phrase, 'our hearts are restless O Lord, until they 

find their rest in thee'. A return to the source, and the grace which God 

desires to lavish upon us, more than makes up for all the merit that we 

can earn ourselves. The happiest people that I know have discovered this 

reality for themselves. 

 

Last Sunday we read of Jesus calling his first four apostles; again we saw 

this contrast: called from one way of living - a noble way - to a particular 

way which God needed to ignite the fires of a new faith: a faith which 

transforms law into grace. You were catching fish, you will now be 'fishers 

of men'. A calling from the mundane, to the apostolic life; a life of 

dependence on oneself and the elements, to one of complete reliance 

upon God. When God gets into the boat, then our former lives are 

transformed. 



 

 

 

Today Jesus calls each of us to the life of Our Lady's Magnificat; the topsy 

turvy upside down world of people's ambitions and expectations. If they 

truly see Christ in us then, instead of acknowledging the goodness and 

beauty of God, we can be singled out for hate, alienation, and abuse; they 

don't like what they see because they are alienated from the source of our 

inner peace. Jesus encourages us that, as such, we are blessed by God 

for living this life of connection with him. It is the simple way of the saints: 

the pursuit of holiness in simple things; the recognition that we fail and 

need the grace of God; and of our service to our neighbour. Put more 

simply: a life of practical prayer, self-examination and confession, living 

our faith in our daily lives. 

 

Two days ago the whole Diocese of Brentwood, celebrated the feast of 

Our Lady of Lourdes. The story of St Bernadette exemplifies this contrast 

of the world's expectations with those of the Gospel. God often calls us in 

our weakness - misunderstood, too young, too old, too single, too married, 

permanently exhausted with parenting and juggling busy lives, not very 

bright, unworthy - to transform the world from where we are. In 

Bernadette's case, a rural backwater in South West France. God calls 

each of us from where we are, to be something beautiful, by his grace and 

our efforts, informed by our Lord's teachings and example. 


