
 

 

CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST JOSEPH 

Champion Road, Upminster, RM14 2SY 

 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time and Week of the Year 

4th / 5th September 

Sunday Mass Times & Intentions 

(Saturday) 6.30pm  Alan, Bishop of Brentwood (Vigil Mass)  

 9.00am Vocations: Lay and Ordained   

 11.00am The People of the Parish  

 

DAILY MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

  Time  Intention 

Monday 6th 9.00am Feria St Joseph’s Primary School 

Tuesday 7th 9.00am Feria Sacred Heart of Mary Girl’s School 

Wednesday 8th 6.30pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions  

  7.30pm NATIVITY OF THE BVM Private Intention 

Thursday 9th 9.00am Feria Emily Holden, RIP  

Friday 10th No mass  (Parish Priest’s Rest Day) 

Saturday 11th 10.00am Our Lady on Saturday Enid & John Mangham, RIP 

  10.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions 

 

TEACHING FROM THE MAGISTERIUM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

“The mystery of the holy Church is manifest in its very foundation. The Lord Jesus set it on its course by 

preaching the Good News, that is, the coming of the Kingdom of God, which, for centuries, had been 

promised in the Scriptures: "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand”. 

(Lumen Gentium, para5) 



 

THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS – 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Isaiah 35:4-7 

Psalm Response My soul, give praise to the Lord (Ps 145) 

Second James 2:1-5 

Gospel St Mark 7:31-37 

Sunday readings are for Year B; Weekday readings are for Year 1 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 

 Morning Evening 

Monday Zechariah 7 / Ephesians 2:11-end Zechariah 8 / St John 6:1-21 

Tuesday Ezra 7 / Ephesians 3 Ezra 8:15-end /St John 6:22-40  

Wednesday Genesis 28:10-17 / Revelation 12:1-6 Ezekiel 44:1-4 / Revelation 7:9-12 

Thursday Nehemiah 1 / Ephesians 4:17-30 Nehemiah 2 / St John 7:1-24 

Friday Nehemiah 4 / Ephesians 4:31-5:21 Nehemiah 5 / St John 7:25-end 

Saturday Nehemiah 6:1-7:4 / Ephesians 5:22-end Nehemiah 8 / St John 8:1-30 

Readings are taken from Morning & Evening Prayer according to the Ordinariate Daily Office 

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK 

Please pray for the Sick 

Jeanette (Jan) Cavalier, Reuben Jack Dodd (Lacey), Emilia 

Gunn, Deborah & Paul Bussutil, Christopher Noel Ashford, 

Joan Spoor, Margaret Munnelly, Liam O’Byrne, Tom Martin, 

Maureen Peek, Frances Oskis, Maggie Ollington, Maureen 

Springham, Joseph Furzer, Martyn Oliver, James Nickelson, 

Len Rawlings, Stella Rogers, Wenda Cordell, Meg Nellist, 

John (Johnny) Hayes, Irene Stubbings, Janet Martin, Tony 

White, Nora Delor, Pat Silverlock, Maureen Pain, Maria 

Judge, Ian Laidlaw, Julie Cordell, Stella Owen, Patrick 

Rodgers, Mary Singleton, Mary Smith, Anthony & Sabrina Roberts & Frank Hamilton. 

We remember our departed family and friends 

Albert Morris, Angelina Harkins, John Marquis, Michael Joseph Murphy, Katherine Horti, Anne Goldstein, 

Harriet Lofthouse, Bertha Murphy, James Cottingham, Dierdre Harman, Sr Angela Day, Peter Lowe, 

Catherine Lydon, Terence Finn, Katherine Wisely, Sr Alcantra, Richard DePol, Noel Lynch, Christina 

Lawson, Irene Hamond, Gerard Moran, Adeliza Gray Scogins, Enid Manghan, Maureen McTaggart, 

Winifred Burke, Desmond Campbell. 

Pope Francis’ prayer intentions for September is that we adopt Environmentally Sustainable Lifestyles. We 

pray that we all will make courageous choices for a simple and environmentally sustainable lifestyle, 

rejoicing in our young people who are resolutely committed to this. 

  



THE PARISH PRIEST WRITES … 

Thank you to all who have extended a warm welcome to us, even before we moved, and I look forward to 

getting to know you and serve you as your Parish Priest. I owe a particular thanks to Fr John, and to Rachel 

in the office, who have made the transition as smooth as possible. Moving to St Joseph’s, at the request of the 

bishop, is both a great privilege and personal opportunity for a move back into pastoral ministry. Late in life 

St Paul reflected that, “I can do all things in him who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13). May the Lord bless and 

encourage each of us at the beginning of this new phase in the life of our Parish. 

In discussion with bishop Alan and my fellow priests, one of biggest concerns after the Covid restrictions 

and the summer holidays is, ‘Who will be coming back?’ My first priority is to encourage all who have been 

unable or reluctant to attend mass over the past eighteen months to do so, and to renew their commitment 

to Our Lord and to one another. Perhaps coming to a weekday mass, where the numbers are fewer, will give 

you more confidence initially. For those who genuinely are unable to return, then we shall arrange for the 

sacrament to be brought to your homes. The eucharist remains the ‘source and summit’ of our encounter 

with God: Jesus meets us daily in this unique way, where we feed on him for our life’s journey. 

You will note from the revised weekly Newsletter and website that there are a few minor changes: mass 

times during the week and Saturday; increased opportunity for Confessions, 

and silent prayer with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. All of these changes are 

driven by my personal commitment to evangelisation, and to make the 

sacraments more accessible at appropriate times in the week. I would welcome 

your considered views and feedback. 

I am aware that our schools recommence this week after the summer break, so I 

shall be offering mass for them on Monday and Tuesday. We pray for all staff, 

students, governors, and parents. God willing, this academic year will see a 

return to normality and a safe and stable education for all. 

I extend to you all every blessing for the week ahead, secure in the prayers of 

Our Lady and St Joseph.  

Fr Michael 

 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING - DBS RENEWAL 

Please note that all parish volunteers who work with children or vulnerable adults 

(i.e. children’s liturgy, SVP, youth club, eucharistic ministers to the sick, parish 

catechists and adult altar servers) must have a valid and up to date DBS. They 

need renewing every three years. Please contact the parish Safeguarding 

representative - Kathleen O’Donnell - via her parish email address: 

 safeguarding-upminster@dioceseofbrentwood.org 

 

FINANCES – The extended period of Lockdown has drastically affected the financial well-being of the 

parish and diocese. Please consider your giving to the parish, so that the mission of the Church can be 

made a reality. Weekly contributions and gift aid envelopes can be dropped through the Presbytery 

letterbox. Alternatively, if you wish to switch from weekly envelope giving to a standing order, then just 

provide your bank with the following details: 

Catholic Church Upminster St Joseph / Sort Code: 40-13-22 / Account Number: 91019910. Your support is 

very much appreciated. 

  

mailto:safeguarding-upminster@dioceseofbrentwood.org


26th September - The Upminster Catenian Circle will be 

present at the 11am mass, promoting this worthy organisation 

for Catholic men. If you would like more information about the 

Catenians then please contact Mr Bernard Noakes by email: 

Bernard.Noakes@thecatenians.com. 

23rd – 24th October – HARVEST WEEKEND 

Every Autumn parishes are permitted to reserve a weekend to give thanks to God for the harvest: 

the fruits of the land, sea, and sky. This will be an opportunity to involve our school and groups 

within the parish. We are also planning a … 

HARVEST QUIZ NIGHT – 7.30pm – Friday Evening (22nd) in the Parish Centre. Bring along 

members of your family, and your collective brains in teams of six. Oh, and you will definitely 

need a teenager on the team! Tickets will go on sale very soon, and money raised will go to a 

relevant charity. Save the date. 

31st October - ALL SAINTS’ DAY SUNDAY. At the 11.00am mass our celebrant and preacher will 

be The Rt Revd Mgr Keith Newton, PA. He is the Ordinary for the Personal Ordinariate of Our 

Lady of Walsingham. This is the group which was formed ten years ago by Pope Benedict XVI in 

order to enable former Anglicans to enter fully into the life of the Catholic Church, whilst 

maintaining aspects of their Anglican identity. 

At 3pm in the afternoon there will be an open meeting with Mgr Keith and Fr Michael, where you 

can come along and ask questions about the Ordinariate. It is also an ideal opportunity to invite 

spouses and friends who are Anglican, who may also be considering becoming Catholics. Tea & 

Biscuits will be served. 

 

 

My brethren, show no partiality as you hold the faith of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. (James 2:1) 

 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest – Fr Michael Halsall 

Parish Secretary – Ms Rachel Hayward 

The Parish Office is open Monday – Wednesday, and Friday mornings, 9.00am – 12.30pm 

Tel. 01708 222432 

Website - www.stjosephschurchupminster.com 

Facebook – St Joseph’s Catholic Church 

Email – upminster@dioceseofbrentwood.org 

Latest news and job vacancies within the Brentwood Diocese can be found on both 

 the Parish and Diocesan Websites 
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