
 

 

CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST JOSEPH 

Champion Road, Upminster, RM14 2SY 

 

Sunday of All Saints Day and 31st Week of the Year 

30 / 31 October 2021 

Sunday Mass Times & Intentions 

(Saturday)  6.30pm Eileen Furzer, RIP (Anniv)  (Vigil Mass) 

 9.00am People of the Parish 

 11.00am Maureen Baillache, RIP (Anniv) 

 

DAILY MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

  Time  Intention 

Monday 1st 9.00am Feria Departed Priests of the Ordinariate 

Tuesday 2nd 9.00am ALL SOULS’ DAY Eileen O’Driscoll, RIP 

  7.30pm ALL SOULS' DAY Departed Priests of the Parish 

Wednesday 3rd 6.30pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions  

  7.30pm Feria Parish Requiem 

Thursday 4th 10.45am Funeral Mass of the late Maria Judge  

Friday 5th No mass  (Parish Priest’s Rest Day) 

Saturday 6th 10.00am Our Lady on Saturday David Moore, RIP (Anniv) 

  10.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions 

 

 “My dear people, we are already the children of God but what we are to be in the future has not yet been 

revealed, all we know is, that when it is revealed we shall be like him because we shall see him as he really 

is.” (1 John 3:3) 



 

TEACHING FROM THE MAGISTERIUM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

“In the communion of saints, a perennial link of charity exists between the faithful who have already reached their 

heavenly home, those who are expiating their sins in purgatory and those who are still pilgrims on earth. Between them 

there is, too, an abundant exchange of all good things. In this wonderful exchange, the holiness of one profits others, 

well beyond the harm that the sin of one could cause others. Thus recourse to the communion of saints lets the contrite 

sinner be more promptly and efficaciously purified of the punishments for sin." (Catechism of the Catholic Church, para 1475) 

 

THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

First Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14 

Psalm Response R. Such are the men who seek your face, O Lord (Ps 23) 

Second 1 John 3:1-3 

Gospel St Matthew 5:1-12 

Sunday readings are for All Saints Day; Weekday readings are for Week 31 - Year 1 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 

 Morning Evening 

Monday Proverbs 14:9-27 / 1 Peter 4:1-11 Proverbs 15:18-end / 1 Peter 4:12-end 

Tuesday Job 19:21-27a / 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10 Daniel 12:1-3 / 1 Thessalonians 4:13-end 

Wednesday Proverbs 20:1-22 / 1 John 2:7-17 Proverbs 22:1-16 / 1 John 2:18-end 

Thursday Proverbs 24:23-end / 1 John 3:1-18 Proverbs 25 / 1 John 3:19-4:6 

Friday Proverbs 26:12-end / 1 John 4:7-end Proverbs 27:1-22 / 1 John 5 

Saturday Proverbs 30:1-16 / 2 John Proverbs 31:10-end / 3 John 

Readings are taken from Morning & Evening Prayer according to the Ordinariate Daily Office 

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK 

Please pray for the Sick – Doreen Hately, Jeanette (Jan) Cavalier, Reuben Jack Dodd (Lacey), Emilia Gunn, 

Deborah & Paul Bussutil, Christopher Noel Ashford, Joan Spoor, Margaret Munnelly, Liam O’Byrne, Tom 

Martin, Maureen Peek, Frances Oskis, Maggie Ollington, Maureen Springham, Joseph Furzer, Martyn Oliver, 

James Nickelson, Len Rawlings, Stella Rogers, Wenda Cordell, Meg Nellist, John (Johnny) Hayes, Irene 

Stubbings, Janet Martin, Tony White, Nora Delor, Pat Silverlock, Maureen Pain, Ian Laidlaw, Julie Cordell, 

Stella Owen, Patrick Rodgers, Mary Smith, Anthony Roberts, Frank Hamilton, Mark Willoughby, Christine 

Sejas, Jeff Woods. 

We remember our departed family and friends - Maria Judge, Sabrina Roberts, Christine Wright, Winifred 

Walker, Joseph O’Hanlan, John McCarthy, Gertrude Brennan, Terence Clark, Maureen Downs, Ruth Davis, 

Harry Silverlock, Maureen Leonard,  Ellen Russsell, Tom Murphy, Ethel Glass, Gwen Greetree, Hilda 

Coward , Robert O’Neil , Kenric Williams, Christopher Oliver ,Simon Baxter, Patrick Munnelly, Timothy 

McCarthy, Dritan Qema, Nora Sheridan. 

The Holy Father’s prayer intentions for October is that each and every baptized person may be engaged in 

evangelization, available to the mission, by being witnesses of a life that has the flavour of the Gospel. 



  

THE PARISH PRIEST WRITES … 

A colleague of mine at the seminary recently told me that on his days 

off in London he used to ride the Underground and get off at random 

stations, go up to the surface, and have a look around. After a while 

he came to a conscious decision to visit every tube stop, both above 

and below ground, and to do so with the minimum number of 

repeated visits to places that he’d been before. What began as a casual 

interest, became a carefully planned enterprise. When you are setting 

out on a journey – an important journey - then it is useful to know precisely where you are going and how 

to get there. You need the correct map, open at the correct page, reading it the right way up. 

We are all of us on a journey, back to God. Life is given to us by our Creator, it is given to be lived well, and 

God desires that we shall return to him. We are created to live in the world, but not to be entirely rooted in 

it. The world is temporal, and our existence within it will pass. In other words, there is an eternal dimension 

to who and what we are, and All Saints’ Day gives us an opportunity to both honour and venerate the saints 

in heaven, but also to realise that their present reality, is our hope also. That is why All Saints’ Day is followed 

by All Souls’ Day – the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed – and the month of the Holy Souls. 

So, what is our roadmap to this eternal destiny? It begins with our baptism, by imitating Jesus, and putting 

into practice his teachings. The Beatitudes that we read in today’s Gospel are familiar to us, and they are 

signposts on our journey. The Christian life is a call to holiness – or saintliness – because we are called to be 

like Jesus, each in our own individuality. How we become holy, how we become more like Jesus, is to hold 

him before us as a model of perfection, and apply his teachings to our own lives. We co-operate with God in 

our journey, and at times we diverge from the path. Making regular visits to the Confessional, and 

participating in the Mass, will not only place us back on the right path, but gives us food for the journey also. 

We can also imitate the lives of those who dwell in heaven in their glorified state, and they pray for us on 

our journey, because they have walked their own path to holiness. They understand our struggles and fears; 

they rejoice when we make strides forward in our journey to holiness. We all perhaps have our favourite 

saints, because their lives and experiences reflect ours. However, we cannot become them: we have to walk 

our own journey, in the place where we are. The poet and playwright Oscar Wylde once said, “Be yourself: 

everybody else is taken”. In light of our heavenly hope - in light of the promise of Jesus that he has gone to 

prepare a place for us in heaven - we can rejoice that this life is not all there is. Pope Benedict warns us against 

becoming too attached to our comfortable lives: “The world offers you comfort. But you were not made for comfort. 

You were made for greatness”. Ultimately, this greatness is taking our own place amongst the saints of God in 

heaven. As this church year draws to a close, and we begin afresh on Advent Sunday, let us resolve to focus 

on what really matters. 

Perhaps the present Covid climate has, for some, 

refocused lives on the eternal dimension; for others, 

it may have led them into despair. All of us have the 

promise of Jesus, and the reading in St Matthew 

continues by urging us to make it known to others 

who have not experience the light of Christ, and the 

salt of the Gospel. 

May God bless us on our journey, and may the 

angels and all the saints protect and pray for us. 

Fr Michael 



NOVEMBER MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 

The month of the Holy Souls is nearly upon us, and this gives us an opportunity 

to remember before God – and amongst ourselves – those who have shared our 

lives, and who have died. ALL SOULS’ DAY on the 2nd November masses will be 

at 9.00am and 7.30pm. Envelopes are available at the back of church where you 

can place the names of your departed family and friends. They will be placed 

beneath the altar for the duration of the month. You may wish to have a mass 

offered individually for your loved ones, or collectively as a family 

commemoration. Please book them through the office in the usual way.  

GO GREEN VEGETARIAN MEAL FOR CAFOD’S CLIMATE 

CHANGE APPEAL 

This will take place in the Social Centre on Saturday 13th November at 8pm. 

Fair Trade wine will be served at the bar, and Fair Trade tea/coffee will be 

included in the price of the meal. Please be assured of a warm welcome, 

whether in a group or on your own. Tickets on sale from Bernadette (07825 

235717) or the Social Club. Cost £12 per person. 

 

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School are holding a virtual meeting 

via Zoom for prospective parents on Thursday 4th November at 

6.00pm. If you wish to participate then provide your email address 

to admissions@st-josephs.havering.sch.uk, and the link will be 

shared with you. Full details regarding the application process can 

be found on the school website (http://www.st-josephs-

upminster.net/admissions). The closing date for all applications is 

Saturday 15th January 2022. Parents will need to complete an online submission to the local 

authority, and send a School Supplementary Information Form (SIF), with all supporting 

documents, directly to the above admissions email address. 

Interviews with Fr Michael to obtain your Catholic Certificate of Practice will take place at the 

beginning of November in the church Sacristy. They will take place from 4.00-6.00pm on the 

following days: 4th, 8th, 15th, 18th, 22nd, 30th November. Please make an appointment via the Parish 

Office. 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest – Fr Michael Halsall 

Parish Secretary – Rachel Hayward 

The Parish Office is open Monday & Tuesday; Thursday & Friday mornings, 9.00am – 12.30pm 

Tel. 01708 222432 

Website - www.stjosephschurchupminster.com 

Facebook – St Joseph’s Catholic Church 

Email – upminster@dioceseofbrentwood.org 

Latest news and job vacancies within the Brentwood Diocese can be found on both the Parish and Diocesan Websites 
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