
Second Sunday of Epiphany 

Water is a curious substance: two parts hydrogen and one part 

oxygen, it is a commodity that we cannot live without. Three 

days without water in any form would leave most of us critically 

ill; as human beings we are comprise of 90% by water, by weight. 

Water  can exist in three distinct states: liquid, steam, and ice, 

and each have their distinct uses, from cooling our drinks, to 

fueling an industrial revolution. 

 

Water has an almost miraculous ability to transform things: by 

adding a little to an ailing and neglected plant, or infusing a pot 

noodle, water brings a new sense of life where life was lacking. 

Small wonder then, that today we celebrate the first 'miracle' of 

Jesus - 'a thing of wonder' - water into wine. But ... like all the 

physical signs - or Epiphanies - there is a deeper, spiritual reality 

and meaning. We commonly refer to this event as Jesus' first 

miracle, but John doesn't: he calls it the first of the 'signs', and 

there is an important distinction. A sign has almost no 

significance in itself: it points to something else (think of the 

plethora of road signs giving us 'useful' information). The 

transformation of foot washing water (120 gallons!) to the best 

vintage wine is highly convenient at a wedding banquet, but it 

is not for this sole purpose. It has a much deeper meaning. 



 

For Christians, as well as our Jewish ancestors, wine has both 

practical and ritual significance: for celebration and sacrament. 

We read that at the Last Supper - after the prayers over the bread 

- Jesus takes the chalice (cup) of wine. The Roman Canon - 

Eucharistic Prayer 1 - describes the chalice which the Lord gives 

to his disciples as praeclarus calix (the glorious cup), thereby 

alluding to Psalm 23 [22], the Psalm which speaks of God as the 

Good Shepherd. There we read these words: “You have 

prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes … My cup is 

overflowing” – praeclarus calix.  

 

The Roman Canon interprets this passage from the Psalm as a 

prophecy that is fulfilled in the Eucharist: the Lord does indeed 

prepare a banquet for us in the midst of the threats, dangers, 

uncertainties of this world, and he gives us the ‘glorious chalice’ 

– the chalice of great joy, of the true feast, for which we all long 

– the chalice filled with the wine of his love. Love which is as 

strong as death; love which took him beyond death, to the gates 

of hell and back.  

 

The chalice signifies the wedding-feast: now the “hour” has 

come to which the wedding-feast of Cana had mysteriously 



alluded. Today, and at every celebration of mass - along with the 

bread - our Lord transforms water and wine into the gift of 

himself – his body, blood, soul, and divinity - not so that we may 

simply feast and enjoy, but that we also may be transformed. 

What is both miraculous and convenient in our Gospel – water 

into wine, becomes something more mystical, transforming us 

into what we eat and drink – Jesus himself. 

 


