
Good evening/morning. It is good to be here - at last - as your new Parish 

Priest. This evening/morning I wish to do something that I promise never 

to do again from this pulpit, and that is to talk a little about myself  by way 

of  introduction, and to express some thoughts about my personal vision for 

the months ahead. 

You will no doubt gather from my accent that I am not an Essex boy, but 

hail from Lancashire in the north-west of  England, just outside Blackburn. 

I was brought up on the edge of  beautiful countryside by two loving and 

Christian parents, along with my twin brother. I left school at sixteen, and 

having completed an Engineering apprenticeship and degree, worked in 

defence, aerospace, and heavy vehicle industries. 

I left my engineering career to train for the Anglican ministry in 1988, and 

was ordained thirty years ago, serving first as a curate in Oxford - where I 

studied; then for six years as a Chaplain in the British Army; then a further 

six years in a parish in Southend, a town in which we lived until 

Wednesday of  last week. 

I say we because, as you perhaps already know I/we are married. Jane and 

I married in 1985, and we have two grown up married children - Sam and 

Anna - who live nearby in Essex, and have a baby each. I would like to 

stress that I am not a ‘married priest’, but a ‘priest who is married’ – not by 

right, but by special dispensation of  the Holy Father, Pope Francis. This is 

a particular act of  grace towards former Anglican clergy, who have made 

their journey ‘home’ to the Catholic Church. 

I was received into the Church fifteen years ago and, having to support my 

family, retrained to teach in secondary education. After nearly ten years of  

discernment, I was ordained a priest by Bishop Alan, and for the last four 

years I have been working and teaching Philosophy in the Catholic 



seminary in London, where I will continue one day each week in term 

time. 

I am a little different to your previous parish priests in another respect: I 

am not a diocesan priest, but a priest of  the Personal Ordinariate of  Our 

Lady of  Walsingham, and on loan to the diocese. The diocese is served by 

priests from lots of  different religious groups and communities. You will 

have an opportunity to hear more about the Ordinariate when my 

Ordinary visits the parish at the end of  next month. 

So, enough about me: what have I to say about my new ministry at St 

Joseph’s? I will make you three promises, which are both solemn and 

binding: 

First, I will teach the Catholic faith, and the Catholic faith only, from two 

primary sources: the Sacred Scriptures and the Catechism of  the Catholic 

Church. I will do so because I firmly and truly believe it. I shall not spend or 

waste time passing my own personal opinions. You deserve the truth which 

has been revealed by almighty God, and that truth has its fullness in the 

Catholic Church. 

Secondly, I promise not to use this platform to criticise either the Holy 

Father - Pope Francis, nor the bishop of  the Diocese - Bishop Alan 

Williams. He and I have a good, friendly, and respectful relationship. He 

ordained me both a deacon and priest, and asked me personally to lead 

you and to serve you - the people of  the parish. 

Thirdly, I promise to be transparent and accountable in all my dealings 

with people in the parish; and the same goes for financial matters. I want 

everyone - young, vulnerable, or otherwise - to be safe in all the activities 

which come under the pastoral care of  St Joseph's Upminster. It isn't a lot 



to ask, but the Church has at times, like other institutions, failed in that 

task. I expect each of  you will do likewise. 

There are three promises, however, that I cannot make: 

First, I can't promise not to make changes, but I will do so only after 

prayerful and careful consideration. A parish priest has that right. Some of  

the changes will be driven by my duties outside the parish, such as the 

changes in weekday mass times. Other changes I will make upon the 

advice of  my predecessor, Fr John, and after consultation with members of  

the parish. 

Secondly, I won't promise to leave you alone to get on with your lives. I will 

visit you in your homes, schools, hospitals or hospices. I believe that a 

parish priest should be visible, and known to and by the whole community. 

Thirdly - and finally - I cannot promise to be your last parish priest, or any 

other of  the 'Father Johns' that preceded him. I am who I am: not merely a 

functionary priest, but a new member of  the parish, and I thank you for 

your welcome, cards, gifts, and good wishes. I shall work hard and pray 

hard on all our behalves, and I would be grateful for your prayers, 

patience, and understanding also. 

May Our Lady, and her beloved spouse - Saint Joseph - pray for us. Amen.


