
 

 

CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST JOSEPH 

Champion Road, Upminster, RM14 2SY 

 

Harvest Sunday, and 30th Week of the Year 

23 / 24 October 2021 

Sunday Mass Times & Intentions 

(Saturday)  6.30pm Thanksgiving for the Harvest  (Vigil Mass) 

 9.00am Janet Rosemary Ward, RIP 

 11.00am People of the Parish 

 

DAILY MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

  Time  Intention 

Monday 25th 10.45am Funeral Mass of the late Sabrina Roberts 

Tuesday 26th 9.00am Feria English Seminaries in UK & Rome 

Wednesday 27th 7.00am Feria John Geraghty, RIP (Anniv) 

Thursday 28th 9.00am Ss SIMON & JUDE Janet Rosemary Ward, RIP 

Friday 29th No mass  (Parish Priest’s Rest Day) 

Saturday 30th 9.00am Our Lady on Saturday Anna May Morris, RIP (Anniv) 

 

TEACHING FROM THE MAGISTERIUM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

“If we approach nature and the environment without … openness to awe and wonder, if we no longer speak 

the language of fraternity and beauty in our relationship with the world, our attitude will be that of masters, 

consumers, ruthless exploiters, unable to set limits on their immediate needs. By contrast, if we feel 

intimately united with all that exists, then sobriety and care will well up spontaneously.” (Pope Francis, 

Laudato Si, para 11) 

 



First Joel 2:21-24, 26-27 

Psalm Response R. The earth has yielded its fruit for God, our 

 God, has blessed us. (Ps 66) 

Second 1 Timothy 6:6-11, 17-19 

Gospel St Luke 12:15-21 

Sunday readings are for ‘After the Harvest’. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 

 Morning Evening 

Monday Proverbs 1:1-19 / James 1:1-11 Proverbs 1:20-end / James 1:12-end 

Tuesday Proverbs 2 / James 2:1-13 Proverbs 3:1-26 / James 2:14-end 

Wednesday Proverbs 3:27-4:19 / James 3 Proverbs 4:20-5:14 / James 4 

Thursday Isaiah 45:18-end / St Luke 6:12-19 Jeremiah 3:11-18 / Ephesians 2:11-end 

Friday Proverbs 9 / 1 Peter 1:13-end Proverbs 10:1-22 / 1 Peter 2:1-10 

Saturday Proverbs 11:1-25 / 1 Peter 2:11-3:17 Isaiah 65:17-end / Hebrews 11:32-12:2 

Readings are taken from Morning & Evening Prayer according to the Ordinariate Daily Office 

 

 

“Tell them [those who are rich] that they are to do good, and 

be rich in good works, to be generous and willing to share.” 

(1 Timothy 6:19) 

 

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK 

Please pray for the Sick - Jeanette (Jan) Cavalier, Reuben Jack Dodd (Lacey), Emilia Gunn, Deborah & Paul 

Bussutil, Christopher Noel Ashford, Joan Spoor, Margaret Munnelly, Liam O’Byrne, Tom Martin, Maureen 

Peek, Frances Oskis, Maggie Ollington, Maureen Springham, Joseph Furzer, Martyn Oliver, James Nickelson, 

Len Rawlings, Stella Rogers, Wenda Cordell, Meg Nellist, John (Johnny) Hayes, Irene Stubbings, Janet 

Martin, Tony White, Nora Delor, Pat Silverlock, Maureen Pain, Ian Laidlaw, Julie Cordell, Stella Owen, 

Patrick Rodgers, Mary Smith, Anthony Roberts, Frank Hamilton, Mark Willoughby, Christine Sejas, Jeff 

Woods. 

We remember our departed family and friends, those lately departed and those whose Years’ Mind occurs 

this week - Maria Judge, Sabrina Roberts, Emilia Taylor, Peggy Hill, James Leonard, Moira Kennedy, Frank 

Hosey, Mary Clark, Jane Winn, Theresa Saunders, Cyril Henden, William Hudson, Joan Behan, Eileen 

Furzer, Patrick Hinchin, Margaret Kennedy, Daniel Corrigan, Margaret Connolly, Maureen Baillache. 

The Holy Father’s prayer intentions for October is that each and every baptized person may be engaged in 

evangelization, available to the mission, by being witnesses of a life that has the flavour of the Gospel. 

 



THE PARISH PRIEST WRITES … 

This Sunday marks one of the few annual occasions that I miss 

from my days as an Anglican – Harvest Sunday. I remember 

my parish church full of fresh fruit & veg; tinned and packet 

produce; sheaves of corn and the freshly baked Harvest Loaf, 

leaning against the altar. The event involved our church school, 

the Cubs, Boy Scouts, Brownies, and Girl Guide packs; local 

greengrocers and farmers. The sight and smell of ‘Harvest 

Home’ is something that takes me back to a happy childhood. 

The Catholic Church in these islands used to have a strong link between its liturgical calendar and the land. 

Prior to the reforms of the Second Vatican Council we marked the quarters of the year with Ember Weeks, 

Lamas Days, Rogation Days, in addition to the seasonal preparations for both Christmas and Easter:  Advent 

and (pre-Lent) Lent respectively. We have lost some of the richness of our English Catholic life, so to use the 

opportunity to celebrate God’s gracious provision in our harvests becomes all the more significant. 

Current conversations in the Church concerning the 

environment focus perhaps too much on ‘climate crisis’, and not 

enough on thanksgiving. We should celebrate our 

interdependence with those who work the land and our coastal 

waters, and those who prepare our food ready for purchase. In 

Britain today we are immensely privileged to have almost 

unlimited choice on our shelves, and perhaps we need to become 

more aware of our choices and the impact that they make on our 

planet; considering the concept of ‘food miles’, and choosing options which give home and oversees farmers 

a fare-deal, opting for seasonal fruit and vegetables. There is a small team beginning to make the parish more 

aware of Fair Trade options, which are now clearly labelled in our stores. It extends beyond food and drink 

to clothing as well. 

In giving thanks for God’s gracious provision in Creation, we also need to work with nature, in being good 

stewards of the fruits of the land, sea, and the air. All aspects of Creation are interdependent, and any 

conversation about ecology and environmental policies must have at their heart a recognition that it all comes 

from the heart of God. Our Catechism reminds us that, “Because creation comes forth from God's goodness, it 

shares in that goodness - "And God saw that it was good. . . very good"- for God willed creation as a gift addressed to 

man, an inheritance destined for and entrusted to him”(para 299). Among all the Scriptural texts about creation, 

the first three chapters of Genesis occupy a unique place: “Read in the light of Christ, within the unity of Sacred 

Scripture and in the living Tradition of the Church, these texts remain the principal source for catechesis on the 

mysteries of the ‘beginning’: creation, fall, and promise of salvation” (para 289). Pope 

Francis clarified that although Christians have at times incorrectly interpreted 

the Scriptures, today we must forcefully reject the idea that God gave 

humanity absolute domination over other creatures. The Holy Father reiterates 

that the texts require humans to cultivate, care, protect and preserve the 

environment which implies a relationship of mutual responsibility between 

human beings and nature: “Each community can take from the bounty of the earth 

whatever it needs for subsistence, but it also has the duty to protect the earth and to 

ensure its fruitfulness for coming generations” (Laudato Si’, para 67). 

In celebrating Harvest, and sharing it with those much less fortunate than ourselves, is especially important 

in these pressing economic circumstances. May I thank you for your continued generosity towards the 

Canning Town Food Bank. We will probably never meet the people whom we are helping, but God knows 

the intentions of our hearts and rewards a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:6-8).  

God bless you all in the coming week. Fr Michael. 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

31st October - ALL SAINTS’ DAY SUNDAY. At the 11.00am mass our celebrant 

and preacher will be The Rt Revd Mgr Keith Newton, PA. He is the Ordinary for 

the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham. This is the group which 

was formed ten years ago by Pope Benedict XVI, in order to enable former 

Anglicans to enter fully into the life of the Catholic Church, whilst maintaining 

aspects of their Anglican identity. 

At 3pm in the afternoon there will be an open meeting with Mgr Keith and Fr Michael, where you 

can come along and ask questions about the Ordinariate. It is also an ideal opportunity to invite 

spouses and friends who are Anglican, who may also be considering becoming Catholics. Tea & 

Biscuits will be served. 

NOVEMBER MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 

The month of the Holy Souls is nearly upon us, and this 

gives us an opportunity to remember before God – and 

amongst ourselves – those who have shared our lives, and 

who have died. ALL SOULS’ DAY on the 2nd November 

masses will be at 9.00am and 7.30pm. Envelopes containing 

the names of your departed relatives are available at the 

back of church, and they will be placed beneath the altar for the duration of the month. You may 

wish to have a mass offered individually for your loved ones, or collectively as a family 

commemoration. Please book them through the office in the usual way.  

GO GREEN VEGETARIAN MEAL FOR CAFOD’S CLIMATE 

CHANGE APPEAL 

This will take place in the Social Centre on Saturday 13th 

November at 8pm. Fair Trade wine will be served at the bar, and 

Fair Trade tea/coffee will be included in the price of the meal. 

Please be assured of a warm welcome, whether in a group or on 

your own. Tickets on sale from Bernadette (07825 235717) or the 

Social Club. Cost £12 per person. 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest – Fr Michael Halsall 

Parish Secretary – Rachel Hayward 

The Parish Office is open Monday & Tuesday; Thursday & Friday mornings, 9.00am – 12.30pm 

Tel. 01708 222432 

Website - www.stjosephschurchupminster.com 

Facebook – St Joseph’s Catholic Church 

Email – upminster@dioceseofbrentwood.org 

Latest news and job vacancies within the Brentwood Diocese can be found on both the Parish and Diocesan Websites 


